Chapter 117 - ZONING[1]
Footnotes:
--- (1) --State Law reference— Authority to legislate on matters pertaining to municipal affairs, A.C.A. § 14-43601 et seq.; municipal zoning, A.C.A. § 14-56-416.

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL
Sec. 117-1. - Definitions and rules of construction.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)

The words building and structure are synonymous and include any part thereof.

(2)

The words lot, parcel, site, tract, or other unit of ownership are synonymous and may be used
interchangeably.

(3)

The word used shall include arranged, designed, constructed, altered, converted, rented,
leased or intended to be used.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.08.01)
Sec. 117-2. - Definitions of terms and uses.
(a)

The use definitions are intended to be mutually exclusive, which means that uses that are
specifically defined shall not also be considered a part of a more general definition of that use. The
use retail/service, for example, does not include the more specific use convenience store.

(b)

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Access easement means a right-of-way or parcel of land specified or set aside as the way or means
by which a piece of property is approached or entered, given by the owner of land to another party.
Accessory dwelling unit means a separate living quarters within or adjacent to a single-family
residence for the exclusive independent occupancy of no more than two persons who are related by
blood, marriage, adoption or other legal relationship to the owner of the residence. The dwelling unit
space shall contain no more than three habitable rooms such as living, sleeping or sitting activities in
addition to bath and kitchen spaces. The dwelling unit space shall be accessible only from within the main
quarters and not have a separate exterior entrance.
Accessory structure or use.
(1)

(2)

The term "accessory structure or use" means a building or use that:
a.

Is incidental to and customarily found in connection with a principal building or use; is
subordinate to and serves a principal building or use;

b.

Is subordinate in area, extent or purpose to the principal building or use served; and

c.

Is located on the same lot as the principal building or use served.

The term "accessory structure or use" includes the following:
a.

Garages;

b.

Barns;

c.

Carports and off-street parking and loading areas;

d.

Guard houses;

e.

Pool houses;

f.

Accessory dwellings;

g.

Playhouses;

h.

Separate decks;

i.

Gazebos;

j.

Household storage buildings;

k.

Radio and television receiving antennas;

l.

Swimming pools;

m.

Recreational and play courts or facilities for residents;

n.

Storm and fallout shelters; and

o.

Other necessary and customary uses determined to be appropriate, incidental and
subordinate to the principal use on the lot.

Adult entertainment means any adult cabaret, adult theater, adult bookstore, adult massage
establishment, model studio, or sexual encounter or meditation center which depicts or describes matters
or activities relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
Agriculture, animal means the use of any land for the purpose of raising livestock.
Agriculture, crop means the use of any land for the purpose of growing plants, crops, trees and other
agricultural or forestry products.
Agriculture, product sales means the retail sale of agricultural products produced on the same site.
Airport or airstrip means any landing area, runway or other facility designed, used, or intended to be
used either publicly or by any person for the landing and taking off of aircraft, including all necessary
taxiways, aircraft storage and tie-down areas, hangars and other necessary buildings and open spaces.
Airport elevation means 258 feet above mean sea level (258' MSL).
Alley means a narrow public way, not in excess of 20 feet, which affords a secondary means of
access to abutting properties, and not intended for general traffic circulation.
Animal care, general, means a use providing animal care, veterinary services or boarding.
Animal care, limited, means a use providing small animal, household pets, boarding or veterinary
services with no outside animal runs.
Apartment means a room or suite of rooms within a building with separate cooking, bathing, and
sleeping facilities and intended as a single dwelling unit. Structures containing three or more dwelling
units are considered apartments.
Area means the amount of land surface in a lot or parcel of land.
As-built drawing means a document showing how a particular building and/or site has been
constructed.
Asphalt or concrete plant means an establishment engaged in the manufacture, mixing, batching or
recycling of asphalt, asphaltic cement, cement or concrete products.
Auditorium or stadium means an open, partially enclosed or fully enclosed facility used or intended to
be used primarily for spectator sports, entertainment events, expositions and other public gatherings.
Auto wrecking or salvage yard means a lot, land or structure, or part thereof, used primarily for the
collecting, dismantling, storage and salvaging of machinery or vehicles that are not in operating condition,

or for the sale of parts therefrom; or for the collecting, storage, and salvage of waste paper, scrap metal,
or other discard material.
Bank or financial institution means establishments engaged in deposit banking; typically, commercial
banks, savings and loans, and credit unions.
Basic industry means the first operation or operations which transform a material from its raw state to
a form suitable for fabrication.
Bed and breakfast means the use of an owner-occupied or manager-occupied residential structure to
provide temporary lodging, or lodging and meals, with no more than 12 guestrooms.
Build-to line on a block is the surveyed line of a uniform distance away from the front property line,
up to which front building facades are required to be built. Porches, eaves, and awnings may encroach
across the build-to-line. The build-to-line shall be established and platted based upon the applicable
standards of the Town Center and Village Residential, or Downtown Jonesboro Redevelopment Overlay
Districts in order to create an even building façade line along the street.
Building means any structure including a roof supported by walls, designed or intended for the
support, enclosure, shelter or protection of persons, animals, chattels, or property and forming a
construction that is safe and stable.
Building coverage means the land area covered by all buildings on a lot, excluding eaves.
Building height means the vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the finished lot
grade at the front of the building to the highest point of the structure, exclusive of chimneys, ventilators, or
other extension above the roofline.
Building lines means the lines that are parallel to the front, side, or rear lot lines of a lot at a distance
equal to the minimum setback requirements and beyond which the vertical wall of a building or structure
shall not be located closer to said lot lines.
Building, principal, means a building in which is conducted the principal use of the plot on which it is
situated. In any residential district, any structure containing a dwelling unit shall be deemed to be the
principal building on the plot on which the same is situated.
Carport means space for the housing or storage of motor vehicles and enclosed on not more than
two sides by walls.
Cemetery means land used or intended to be used for burial of the dead, whether human or animal,
including a mausoleum, columbarium or cinerarium.
Certificate of occupancy means permission to occupy a building and/or property.
Church means a building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, where persons regularly
assemble for religious worship, and which building, together with its accessory buildings and uses,
including day cares, is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship.
Club or lodge means an association of persons for the promotion of some nonprofit common
purpose, such as charity, literature, science, politics, fellowship, etc., meeting periodically, and limited to
members.
Cluster housing refers to a development in which homes are situated in groupings relatively close
together, while larger areas of open space within the development form a buffer with adjacent land uses.
Often this is accomplished through small individual lots, with the remainder of the land becoming common
ground.
College or university means an institution of higher education offering undergraduate or graduate
degrees.
Comprehensive plan means the Jonesboro, Arkansas, comprehensive plan.
Conical surface means a surface extending outward and upward from the periphery of the horizontal
surface at a slope of 20 to one for a horizontal distance for 4,000 feet.

Construction sales and service means an establishment engaged in the retail or wholesale sale of
materials used in the construction of buildings or other structures, as well as the outdoor storage of
construction equipment or materials on lots other than construction sites. Typical uses include
lumberyards, home improvement centers, lawn and garden supply stores, electrical, plumbing, air
conditioning and heating supply stores, swimming pool sales, and construction and trade contractor
storage yards.
Convenience store means an establishment, not exceeding 3,500 square feet of gross floor area,
serving a limited market area, and engaged in the retail sale of food, beverages, gasoline and other
frequently or recurrently needed merchandise for household or automotive use, and which may
specifically include a car wash as an accessory use.
Country club means a chartered, nonprofit membership club catering primarily to its membership,
providing one or more of the following social and recreational activities: golf, tennis, swimming, riding, or
outdoor recreation. Such clubs typically include dining facilities, clubhouses, locker rooms and pro shops.
Day care, general (day care center) means a commercial establishment where adult day care
services are provided, or where child day care services are provided for more than eight children; with
both such services to be provided pursuant to state laws and fire codes, and in accordance with and
licensed by appropriate state agencies.
Day care, limited (day care family home) means a home where day care services are provided to a
maximum of eight children, with a maximum of two adults in attendance. The operator shall reside in the
structure, and the facility must conform to all codes and regulations, both state and local, applicable
thereto, with the most restrictive regulations prevailing.
The babysitting of not more than four children shall not be subject to provisions of this chapter.
Density means the quotient of the total number of dwelling units as divided by total area of the site.
Gross density shall be the total number of dwelling units as divided by the gross area of a site, including
public right-of way, easements, etc. Net density shall be the total number of dwelling units divided by the
gross area of the site minus any land used for easements and/or rights-of-way. Eighteen percent shall be
the reduction.
Detached structure means a structure having no party or common wall with another structure except
an accessory structure.
Development means the act of changing the state of a tract of land after its function has been
purposefully changed by man, including, but not limited to, structures on the land and alterations to the
land.
Development or site plan means a dimensioned presentation of the proposed development of a
specified parcel of land which reflects thereon the location of buildings, easements, parking
arrangements, public access, and other similar and pertinent features.
District, zoning, means any portion or section of the city within which uniform zoning regulations
apply.
Drive-in establishments means a facility where services or products are delivered to persons in
vehicles by means of a drive-up window or carhop.
Dwelling means any building, structure, or portion thereof, which is occupied as, or designed or
intended for occupancy as, a residence by one or more families and any vacant land which is offered for
sale or lease for the construction or location thereon of any building, structure, or portion thereof which is
occupied as, or designed or intended for occupancy as, a residence by one or more families; but not
including motels, boardinghouses, tourist homes, convalescent homes, accessory storage buildings,
travel trailers or recreational vehicles.
Dwelling, attached, means a dwelling which is joined to another dwelling at one or more sides by
walls.
Dwelling, detached, means a dwelling which is entirely surrounded by open space on the same lot.

Dwelling, multifamily, means a dwelling designed for or occupied by three or more families living
independently of each other, exclusive of auto or trailer courts or camps, hotels, or motels.
Dwelling, single-family, means a dwelling designed for or occupied by one family only, and being on
a permanent foundation.
Dwelling, two-family (duplex), means a dwelling designed for or occupied by not more than two
families living independently of each other.
Dwelling, townhouse or row house, means two or more dwelling units attached at the side or sides,
each unit of which has a separate outdoor entrance and is designed to be occupied and owned by one
family.
Dwelling, zero lot line, means a single detached dwelling unit that is constructed on a side property
line of said lot; such that the wall located on the side property line should be blank with no openings of
any type allowed.
Dwelling unit means a room or group of rooms located within a dwelling and forming a single
habitable unit with facilities for living, sanitation, sleeping and cooking.
Efficiency unit means a dwelling unit that contains living, sanitation, sleeping and cooking facilities,
but not a separate bedroom for sleeping, for not more than two adults.
Emergency housing unit means a manufactured housing unit or residential-design manufactured
housing unit that is located on the same lot as a principal single-family dwelling to be used solely for the
purpose of providing temporary accommodations for a family member in need of daily assistance due to
health reasons. Such reasons shall be certified by a licensed physician.
Façade articulation means the interruption of the building façade through the use of awnings, arches,
display windows or other elements which presents pedestrian scale.
Family includes a single individual.
Familial status means:
(a)

The status resulting from one or more individuals who are under 18 years of age being
domiciled with:
(1)

The parent or another person having legal custody of the individual under the age of 18
years; or

(2)

The designee of the parent or other person having custody, with the written permission of
the parent or other person; or

(b)

The status resulting from being in the process of securing legal custody of any individual who is
under the age of 18 years; or

(c)

The status resulting from being pregnant.

Farm means a parcel of land used for growing or raising of agricultural products including related
structures thereon.
Fence means a barrier constructed to provide privacy or visual separation between one ownership
and another.
Floodplain regulations means the provisions of article II chapter 109, flood damage prevention.
Floor area means the sum of the gross horizontal areas of all of the floors of the principal buildings,
excluding garages and covered parking areas, measured from the exterior faces of exterior walls, or from
the centerline of walls separating two buildings.
Freight terminal means a building or area in which freight brought by motor trucks or rail is
assembled and/or stored for routing in intrastate or interstate shipment by motor truck or rail.
Frontage means that edge of a lot bordering a street.

Garage, private, means an accessory building or a part of a main building used for storage purposes
only for automobiles, vans, pickup trucks and the like, used solely by the occupants and their guests of
the building to which it is accessory.
Golf course means a facility providing private or public golf recreation services and support facilities,
excluding miniature golf facilities.
Government services means buildings or facilities owned or operated by government entities and
providing services for the public, excluding utilities and recreational services. Typical uses include
administrative offices of government agencies and utility billing offices.
Greenhouse or nursery means an establishment primarily engaged in the raising and retail sale of
horticultural specialties such as flowers, shrubs, and trees, intended for ornamental or landscaping
purposes.
Group residential means the use of a site for occupancy by groups of more than five persons, not
defined as a family. Typical uses include fraternity or sorority houses, dormitories, residence halls, and
boardinghouses or lodging houses.
Hazard to air navigation means an obstruction determined to have a substantial adverse effect on
the safe and efficient utilization of the navigable airspace.
Hazardous waste means any solid, liquid, semisolid, or gaseous waste, whether alone or in
combination, whether used, reused or reclaimed, which because of its quantity, concentration, or
physical, chemical or infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in
mortality, or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible, illness, or which may pose a
substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment.
Home occupation means any occupation or profession carried on by the inhabitants which is clearly
incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes, which does not change the
character thereof, which is conducted entirely within the main building, and which meets all other
applicable standards and use limitations as described herein.
Horizontal surface means a horizontal plane 150 feet above the established airport elevation, the
perimeter of which in-plane coincides with the perimeter of the horizontal zone.
Hospital means an institution providing health services primarily for human inpatient or medical or
surgical care for the sick or injured, and including related facilities such as laboratories, outpatient
departments, training and research facilities, central service facilities, pharmacies, and staff offices which
are an integral part of the facilities.
Hotel or motel means an establishment where overnight accommodations are supplied for transient
guests. Typical accessory uses include dining, swimming and meeting facilities.
Kennel means the use of land or buildings for the purpose of selling, breeding, boarding, or training
dogs or cats or both or the keeping of more than five dogs and cats. The word selling as herein used shall
not be construed to include the sale of animals three months of age or younger which are the natural
increase of animals kept by persons not operating a kennel as herein defined; nor shall selling be
determined to include isolated sales of animals over three months old by persons not operating a kennel
as herein described.
Landscape amenities means living or non-living materials used to augment the beauty or usability of
a landscape area. Amenities may include, but are not limited to: additional vegetation, flower gardens,
tables, sculptures, monuments, benches, gardens, banners, enhanced pavement, pedestrian plaza
areas, fountains and planters.
Larger than utility runway means a runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by
propeller driven aircraft of greater than 12,500 pounds maximum gross weight and jet powered aircraft.
Library means a publicly operated facility housing a collection of books, magazines, audio and video
tapes, or other material for borrowing and use by the general public.

Loft apartment means one or more dwelling units located on the upper floor of a building utilized
principally for commercial or office purposes.
Lot means land occupied or intended for occupancy by a use permitted in this chapter including one
main building together with its accessory building, and the open spaces and parking spaces required
herein, and having its principal frontage upon a street.
Lot area means the total horizontal area of a lot tying within the lot lines.
Lot, corner, means a lot abutting two or more streets at their intersection.
Lot, double frontage, means a lot which is an interior lot extending from one street to another and
abutting a street on two ends.
Lot, interior, means any lot which is not a corner lot.
Lot line means the boundary lines of a lot.
Lot line, front, means in the case of an interior lot, the line separating said lot from that street which is
designed as the front street in the request for a building permit.
Lot line, rear, means the lot boundary opposite and most distant from the front lot line. In the case of
a pointed or irregular lot, it shall be an imaginary line parallel to and farthest from the front lot line.
Lot line, side, means any lot line other than a front or rear lot line as defined herein.
Lot of record means a lot which is a part of a subdivision, the map of which has been recorded in the
office of the county circuit court clerk.
Lot width means the width of a lot measured at the front building setback line.
Manufactured housing unit means a detached single-family housing unit fabricated in an off-site
manufacturing facility for installation or assembly at the building site as a permanent structure with
transport features removed, bearing a seal certifying that it is built in compliance with the Federal
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Code. For purposes of these regulations, the
term "manufactured housing unit," when used by itself, shall not mean the same as a residential-design
manufactured housing unit.
Manufactured housing unit, residential-design, means a manufactured housing unit which has a
minimum width of 22 feet, with width measured perpendicular to the longest axis at the narrowest part, a
pitched roof, and siding and roofing materials which are customarily used on site-built homes, and which
complies with all of the standards specified herein.
Manufactured housing park means a tract of land in one ownership that is used or intended to be
used by two or more manufactured housing units and which has public sanitary sewer facilities, public
water, electricity and other utilities available to permit residential occupancy of the units.
Manufacturing, general, means an establishment engaged in the manufacture, predominantly from
previously prepared materials, of finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly,
treatment and packaging of such products, and incidental storage, sales, and distribution of such
products, but excluding basic industry.
Manufacturing, limited, means an establishment primarily engaged in the on-site production of goods
by hand manufacturing which generally involves only the use of hand tools or other equipment not
exceeding two horsepower or a kiln not exceeding eight kilowatts, which may include assembly and
packaging, as well as incidental, direct sales to consumers of those goods produced onsite.
Medical marijuana cultivation center means an entity that has been licensed by the Arkansas
Medical Marijuana Commission to cultivate, prepare, manufacture, process, package, sell, and/or deliver
to a dispensary.
Medical marijuana dispensary means an entity that has been licensed by the Arkansas Medical
Marijuana Commission to dispense medical marijuana.

Medical service means an establishment providing therapeutic, preventative, or corrective personal
treatment services on an outpatient basis by physicians, dentists, and other licensed practitioners, as well
as the provision of medical testing and analysis services.
Mining or quarrying means the extraction of metallic and nonmetallic minerals, including sand and
gravel operations.
Mixed-use means a single building containing two or more types of land uses; or a single
development of more than one building and use, where the different types of land uses are in close
proximity, planned as a unified complementary whole, and functionally integrated to the use of shared
vehicular and pedestrian access and parking areas.
Mobile home means a transportable, factory-built housing unit, fabricated prior to June 15, 1976, the
effective date for the Federal Mobile Home Construction and Safety Act of 1974.
Neo-traditional means developments that favor the return of pre-World-War II patterns of
development with such traditional design elements as grid-street patterns, reduced setbacks, prominent
front porches, multi-use buildings and housing clustered near commercial service areas.
Nonconforming structure means a structure, or portion thereof, lawfully existing at the time the
regulations from which this article is derived, became effective, or as amended, which does not comply
with the setback, height, or other development standards applicable in the district in which the structure is
located.
Nonconforming use means any structure or land lawfully occupied by a use at the time the
regulations from which this article is derived, or any amendment thereto, became effective, which does
not conform with the use or area regulations of the district within which it is located.
Non-precision instrument runway means a runway having an existing instrument approach
procedure utilizing air navigation facilities with only horizontal guidance, or area type navigation
equipment, for which a straight-in nonprecision instrument approach procedure has been approved or
planned.
Nursing home means any premises where more than three persons are housed and furnished with
meals and continuing nursing services.
Office, general, means an establishment providing executive, management, administrative or
professional services, but not involving medical or dental services or the sale of merchandise, except as
incidental to a permitted use. Typical uses include real estate, insurance, property management,
investment, employment, travel, advertising, law, architecture, design, engineering, accounting and
similar offices.
Open space, common, means the area of land that is designed to be accessible for the use and
enjoyment of all owner and/or tenants. This space may contain complementary structures, recreational
areas and other such improvements, but shall not include parking lots or streets.
Open space, private, means an area of land owned or occupied by a property owner or tenant and
available for their private use and enjoyment.
Overlay district means districts which are placed "over" the base zoning to modify the development
guidelines and to achieve a specific purpose for that area. The regulations of the underlying district and
all other regulations, remain in effect. If any regulations conflict with the underlying zoning district, the
overlay standards prevail.
Owner means the property owner of record, according to the office of the county circuit court clerk.
Parapet means a low, solid, protective screening or decorative wall; often used around a balcony, or
along the edge of a roof to screen roof equipment.
Parking, commercial, means a paved area for off-street parking of operable motor vehicles on a
temporary basis, other than as accessory parking to a principal use.
Parking lot, seasonal, means a special parking area used for businesses or recreational facilities;
seasonal parking areas are typically utilized for special and recreational events. Such seasonal parking

shall be defined as a parking area or lot generally used for a time period of up to six months in a given
year, occupying up to 50 percent of the required parking calculation per section 117-324. Any proposed
parking exceeding 50 percent of the requirement shall be subject to review and approval by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission through a site plan application.
Parking lot, special event, means a parking lot which accommodates parks/recreation/entertainment
indoor/outdoor uses such as: convention centers, entertainment and amusement parks, fairground and
carnival uses, athletic stadium/arena/ playfields, etc.
Parks and recreation means a park, playground, open space, or facility, open to the general public
and reserved for active or passive recreational activities.
Pedestrian scale means the establishment of appropriate proportions for building mass and features
in relation to pedestrians and the surrounding context.
Pedestrian way means a separate right-of-way dedicated to or reserved for public use by
pedestrians, which crosses blocks or other tracts of land to facilitate pedestrian access to adjacent streets
and properties.
Person with a disability means any person who:
(a)

Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities;

(b)

Has a record of having the impairment; or

(c)

Is regarded by others as having the impairment.

(d)

The fact that a person is a registered sex offender does not make him or her a person with
disabilities.

Pharmacy means a place where medicines are compounded or dispensed.
Physical or mental impairment includes, but is not limited to, orthopedic, visual, speech and hearing
impairments, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart disease,
diabetes, mental retardation, emotional illness, learning disabilities, HIV disease (whether symptomatic or
asymptomatic), tuberculosis, drug addiction, and alcoholism.
Place-making means distinct features, such as parks, plazas, or civic areas which connect residents
with a community and promote positive user interaction.
Precision instrument runway means a runway having an existing instrument approach utilizing an
Instrument Landing System (ILS) or a Precision Approach Radar (PAR). It also means a runway for which
a precision approach system is planned and is so indicated on an approved airport layout plan or any
other planning document.
Primary surface means a surface longitudinally centered on a runway. When the runway has a
specifically prepared hard surface, the primary surface extends 200 feet beyond each end of that runway.
The elevation of any point on the primary surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the
runway centerline.
Principal building means the building on a lot in which the principal use of the lot is conducted.
Principal use means the chief or main recognized use of a structure or of land.
Reasonable accommodation means a modification or a waiver of zoning requirements, rules,
policies, or practices if the modification or waiver is reasonable and necessary afford a person with
disabilities an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling. "Necessary" means that without the
accommodation, the person would not be able to live in the dwelling of his or her choice. "Reasonable"
means that the accommodation will not create an undue financial or administrative burden for the city and
will not fundamentally alter the zoning scheme of the city.
Recreation and entertainment, indoor, means an establishment offering recreation, entertainment or
games of skill to the general public for a fee or charge that is wholly enclosed in a building. Typical uses
include bowling alleys, indoor theaters, pool halls and video game arcades.

Recreation and entertainment, outdoor, means an establishment offering recreation, entertainment
or games of skill to the general public for a fee or charge, wherein any portion of the activity takes place in
the open. Typical uses include archery ranges, batting cages, golf driving ranges, and miniature golf
courses.
Recreational vehicle park means the use of a site providing individual spaces for trailered or selfpropelled camping vehicles on a daily fee or short term rental basis.
Research service means an establishment engaged in conducting basic and applied research,
including production of prototype products when limited to the minimum scale necessary for full
investigation of the merits of a product, excluding production of products used primarily or customarily for
sale or for use in nonprototype production operations.
Restaurant, fast-food, means an establishment where the principal business is the sale of food and
nonalcoholic beverages in a ready-to-consume state and where the design or principal method of
operation is that of a fast-food or drive-in-style restaurant offering quick food service, where orders are
generally not taken at the customers table, where food is generally served in disposable wrapping or
containers and where food and beverages may be served directly to the customer in an automobile.
Restaurant, general, means an establishment, other than fast-food restaurant, where the principal
business is the sale of food and beverages in a ready-to-consume state, where there is no service to a
customer in an automobile, and where the design or principal method of operation consists of one or
more of the following:
(1)

A sit down restaurant where customers, normally provided with an individual menu, are
generally served food and beverages in nondisposable containers by a restaurant employee at
the same table or counter at which the food and beverage items are consumed; or

(2)

A cafeteria or cafeteria-type operation where food and beverages generally are served in
nondisposable containers and consumed within the restaurant.

Retail/service means the sale or rental of commonly used goods and merchandise for personal or
household use or the provision of services to consumers, excluding those retail and service uses
classified more specifically herein. Typical uses include grocery stores, department stores, furniture
stores, clothing stores and establishments providing the following products or services: household
electronic equipment, sporting goods, bicycles, office supplies, home furnishings, electronics repair, shoe
repair, household appliances, wallpaper, carpeting and floor covering, art supplies, kitchen utensils,
jewelry, drugs, laundromat, dry cleaners, cosmetics, books, antiques, or automotive parts and
accessories.
Runway means a defined area on an airport prepared for landing and take-off of aircraft along its
length.
Safety services means a facility for conduct of public safety and emergency services, including fire
and police protection services and emergency medical and ambulance services.
School, elementary, middle, or high, means the use of a site for instructional purposes on a primary
or secondary level.
Service station means an establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of gasoline or other
motor fuels that may include accessory activities, such as the sale of lubricants, automotive accessories,
or supplies, the lubrication or washing of motor vehicles, or the minor adjustment or repair of motor
vehicles.
Solid waste incinerator means a permanent facility operated alone or in conjunction with a resource
recovery facility or landfill for the purpose of burning solid waste or trash.
Story means the horizontal segment of a building between the floor surface and the ceiling next
above it, and wholly above grade.
Transitional surfaces means surfaces extending outward at 90 degree angles to the runway
centerline and the runway centerline extended, at a slope of seven feet horizontally for each foot vertically
from the sides of the primary and approach surfaces to where they intersect the horizontal and conical

surfaces. Transitional surfaces for those portions of the precision approach surfaces, which project
through and beyond the limits of the conical surface, extend a distance of 5,000 feet measured
horizontally from the edge of the approach surface and at 90 degree angles to the extended runway
centerline.
Usable open space means areas which serve the need for leisure, recreation or pedestrian
interaction. Spaces may include, but are not limited to, plaza areas, open lawn areas, trails, recreation
facilities, gardens, pedestrian walkways and waterways.
Use means any functional, social, or technological activity, which is imposed or applied to land or to
structures on the land.
Utility, major, means generating plants, electrical switching facilities and primary substations; water
and wastewater treatment plants; water tanks; and radio, television and microwave transmission towers;
and similar facilities of agencies that are under public franchise or ownership to provide the general public
with electricity, gas, heat, communication, rail transportation, water, sewage collection or other similar
service. The term "utility" shall not be construed to include corporate or general offices; gas or oil
processing; manufacturing facilities; postal facilities; or other uses defined herein.
Utility, minor, means services and facilities of agencies that are under public franchise or ownership
to provide services that are essential to support development and that involve only minor structures, such
as poles and lines.
Vehicle and equipment sales means an establishment engaged in the retail sale or rental, from the
premises, of motorized vehicles, along with incidental service or maintenance. Typical uses include
automobile and truck sales, automobile rental, boat sales, and motorcycle sales.
Vehicle repair, general, means an establishment primarily engaged in painting of or body work to
motor vehicles or heavy equipment. Typical uses include paint and body shops.
Vehicle repair, limited, means an establishment primarily engaged in automotive repair other than
paint and body shops.
Vehicle use area means the area of a development subject to vehicle traffic, including access ways,
loading and service areas, areas used for parking or storage of vehicles, and all land which vehicles cross
over as a function of the primary use.
Visual runway means a runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using visual approach
procedures.
Vocational school means a use providing education or training in business, commercial trades,
language, arts, or other similar activity or occupational pursuit, and not otherwise defined as a college or
university or primary or secondary school.
Warehouse, residential storage (miniwarehouse) means an enclosed storage facility containing
independent, separate units or cubicles that are intended to be leased to persons exclusively for dead
storage of their household goods or personal property. The active utilization of any storage space or
cubicle within such a storage area for a retail or wholesale business operation is expressly prohibited.
Warehousing means the storage of materials, equipment, or products within a building for
manufacturing use or for distribution to wholesalers or retailers, as well as activities involving significant
movement and storage of products or equipment. Typical uses include truck terminals, major mail
distribution centers, frozen food lockers, motor freight terminals, and moving and storage firms, but
excluding residential storage warehouses.
Welding or machine shop means a workshop where machines, machine parts, or other metal
products are fabricated. Typical uses include machine shops, welding shops, and sheet metal shops.
Yard means an open space on the same lot with a building, unobstructed from the ground upward,
and measured as the minimum horizontal distance between the lot line and the main building.
Yard, front, means a yard extending across the front of a lot between the side yard lines, and being
the minimum horizontal distance between the street right-of-way line and the main building or any

projections thereof other than the projections of uncovered steps, uncovered balconies, terraces, or
uncovered porches. On corner lots the front yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon which
the lot has its least dimension.
Yard, rear, means a yard extending across the rear of the lot between the side lot lines, and
measured between the rear lot line in the rear of the main building or any projection other than steps,
unenclosed porches, or entranceways.
Yard, side, means a yard between the main building and the side line of the lot, and extending from
the front lot line to the rear yard, and being the minimum horizontal distance between a side lot line and
the side of the main building or any projection thereof.

(Zoning Ord., §§ 14.08.01, 14.08.02; Ord. No. 08-2007, 2-6-2007; Ord. No. 11:066, 9-20-2011;
Ord. No. 11:085, § 1, 12-20-2011; Ord. No. 14:026, § 1, 6-3-2014; Ord. No. 17:061, § 1, 9-192017; Ord. No. 17:094, § 1, 2-20-2018)
Sec. 117-3. - Penalty for violation.
Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this zoning chapter or fail to comply thereafter
with any of the requirements thereof, or who shall build or alter any building in violation of any detailed
statement or plans submitted and approved hereunder, shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor and
shall be liable to a fine of not more than $500.00, nor less than $100.00. Each day such violation is
permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. The owner of any building or premises or part
thereof where anything in violation of this chapter shall be placed, or shall exist, and any architect,
builder, contractor, agent, engineer, person, firm or corporation employed in connection therewith and
who may have assisted in the commission of any such violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense and
upon conviction thereof shall be fined as in this section.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.04)
Sec. 117-4. - Purpose.
The zoning regulations set forth in this chapter are enacted to aid in the implementation of the land
use portion of the comprehensive plan for the city and to promote, in accordance with present and future
needs, the safety, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare of the citizens of the city. The
regulations are intended to provide for orderly growth and development; for protection of the character
and stability of residential, commercial, industrial, recreational, and environmentally sensitive areas of the
city; for protection of property from blight and undue depreciation; for efficiency and economy in the
process of development for the appropriate and best use of land; for the use and occupancy of buildings;
for healthful and convenient distribution of population; for good civic design and arrangement; and for
adequate public utilities and facilities.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.04.03)
Sec. 117-5. - Jurisdiction.
The provisions of the chapter shall apply to all land, buildings and structures within the corporate
limits of the city as they now, or may hereafter exist.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.04.04)
Sec. 117-6. - Nature and application.

(a)

For the purposes stated in section 117-4, the city has been divided into zoning districts in which the
regulations contained herein will govern:
(1)

Lot coverage;

(2)

The height, area, bulk, location, and size of buildings;

(3)

Open space; and

(4)

The uses of land, buildings, and structures.

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be the minimum
requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, order, convenience, prosperity, and general
welfare. Whenever these requirements are at variance with the requirements of any other lawfully
adopted rules or regulations, the most restrictive, or that imposing the higher standards, shall govern;
provided however, that the city shall not be responsible for enforcing deed restrictions or covenants.
(b)

No land shall be used or occupied, no structure shall be erected, moved, converted, altered,
enlarged, used or occupied, and no use shall be operated, unless it is in conformity with the
regulations herein prescribed for the district in which such structure or land is located. This provision
shall not be construed to affect any lawful uses of land or structures that exist, or for which a lawfully
issued permit has been issued, at the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter is
derived.

(c)

No proposed plat of any new subdivision of land shall hereafter be considered for approval unless
the lots within such plat equal or exceed the minimum size and area requirements specified in the
applicable zoning district in which the land is located.

(d)

No open space required by these regulations for a particular structure or use shall be claimed at the
same time as open space for another structure or use.

(e)

Dedication to public use of land shall not be a condition for any zoning or conditional use approval.

(f)

All structures constructed or occupied in conformance with this chapter shall also conform to all other
codes and regulations of the city.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.04.05)
Secs. 117-7—117-30. - Reserved.
ARTICLE II. - ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 117-31. - Administrative officer.
The provisions of this zoning chapter shall be administered by the department of planning,
inspection, and code enforcement under the direction of the city planner, who shall act as an
administrative official. They may be provided with the assistance of such other persons as the mayor may
direct. It shall be the duty of the administrative official to see that this chapter is enforced through the
proper legal channels. Appeal from the decision of the administrative official may be made to the board of
zoning adjustment. The administrative official, and his designees, are generally empowered to carry out
or conduct any activities essential to the proper administration and enforcement of this chapter; said
activities to include, but not be limited to, the following:
(1)

(2)

Permits. To issue a zoning permit, building permit, and certificate of occupancy when
compliance is made with these regulations, to refuse to issue the same in the event of
noncompliance, and to give written notice of such refusal and reason thereof to the applicant.
Collections. To cause the collection of the designated fees as set forth in these regulations.

(3)

Records. To make and to keep all records necessary and appropriate to the office, including
record of the issuance and denial of all zoning and building permits, and certificates of
occupancy, and the receipt of complaints of violation of these regulations and action taken on
the same, and to file such for record.

(4)

Inspections. To inspect any building or land to determine whether any violations of these
regulations have been committed or exist.

(5)

Enforcements. To enforce these regulations and take all necessary steps to remedy any
condition found in violation. The city may enjoin any individual or property owner who is in
violation of this chapter to prevent or correct such violation. Any individual aggrieved by a
violation of this chapter may request an injunction against any individual or property owner in
violation of this chapter, or may mandamus any official to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(6)

Advisements. To keep the mayor, city council, planning commission and board of zoning
adjustment advised of all matters other than routine which relate to the administration and
enforcement of this chapter.

(7)

Reasonable accommodation approval.
a.

Purpose and intent. The purpose of allowing reasonable accommodation(s) is to provide a
process for individuals with disabilities to make requests for reasonable accommodation(s)
for relief from the various land use, zoning, or rules, policies, practices, and/or procedures
of the city. It is the policy of the city, pursuant to the Federal Fair Housing Act, to provide
people with disabilities reasonable accommodation(s) in rules, policies, and procedures
that may be necessary to ensure equal access to housing.

b.

Requesting reasonable accommodation(s).

c.

1.

In order to make specific housing available to an individual with a disability, a disabled
person, or representative may request reasonable accommodation(s) relating to the
various land use, zoning, or rules, policies, practices, and/or procedures of the city.

2.

If an individual needs assistance in making the request for reasonable
accommodation(s) or appealing
a determination regarding reasonable
accommodation(s), the planning director will endeavor to provide the assistance
necessary to ensure that the process is accessible to the applicant.

3.

A request for reasonable accommodation(s) with regard to city regulations, rules,
policies, practices, and/or procedures may be filed on an application form provided by
the planning director at the time that the accommodation may be necessary to ensure
equal access to housing.

Required information. The applicant shall provide the following information when requesting
reasonable accommodation(s). This information shall be made part of the public record for
the project and subject to all applicable state and federal laws for public access to records.
1.

A completed city application indicating, among other things, the applicant's name,
address, and telephone;

2.

Address of the property for which the request is being made;

3.

The current actual use of the property;

4.

The zoning code provision, regulation, or policy from which reasonable
accommodation(s) is being requested;

5.

The basis for the claim that the person(s) for whom the reasonable accommodation(s)
is/are sought is/are considered disabled under the Fair Housing Act and why the
accommodation is reasonably necessary to make specific housing available to the
person(s);

6.

Such other relevant information as may be requested by the planning director as the
director reasonably concludes is necessary to determine whether the findings required

by subsection (7)f. of this section (required findings for reasonable accommodation(s))
can be made, so long as any request for information regarding the disability of the
individuals benefited complies with fair housing law protections and the privacy rights
of the individual(s) affected.
d.

Approving authority and approval process.
1.

The planning director shall have the authority to consider and take action on requests
for reasonable accommodation(s). When a request for reasonable accommodation(s)
is filed with the planning department, it will be referred to the planning director for
review and consideration as an administrative action unless determined otherwise by
the planning director. A request for reasonable physical improvement that cannot be
constructed to conform to the city's setbacks or design standards. Typical
improvements considered to be "administrative" in nature would include ramps, walls,
handrails, or other physical improvements necessary to accommodate a person's
disability. The planning director shall issue a written determination of his or her action
within 15 days of the date of receipt of a completed application and may:
(a)

e.

Grant or deny the accommodation request; or

(b)

Grant the accommodation request subject to specified nondiscriminatory
condition(s); or

(c)

Forward the request to the planning commission for consideration as a
conditional use permit and subject to the findings stated in subsection (7)f. of this
section (required findings for reasonable accommodation(s)).

2.

In the event the planning director determines that the request for reasonable
accommodation(s) is non-administrative in nature, such request shall be forwarded to
the planning commission in accordance with section 117-197, conditional use permit)
and shall be subject to the findings stated in subsection (7)f. of this section (required
findings for reasonable accommodation(s)).

3.

All written determinations of actions of the planning director shall give notice of the
right to appeal and the right to request reasonable accommodation(s) on the appeals
process (e.g., requesting that city staff attempt to schedule an appeal hearing as soon
as legally and practically possible), if necessary. The notice of action shall be sent to
the applicant by mail.

4.

If necessary to reach a determination or action on the request for reasonable
accommodation(s), the planning director may request further information from the
applicant specifying in detail what information is required. In the event a request for
further information is made, the 15-day period to issue a written determination shall be
stayed until the applicant fully and sufficiently responds to the request.

Considerations. The city may consider, but is not limited to, the following factors in
determining whether the requested accommodation is necessary to provide one or more
individuals with a disability an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling:
1.

Whether the requested accommodation will affirmatively enhance the quality of life of
one or more individuals with a disability;

2.

Whether the individual or individuals with a disability will be denied an equal
opportunity to enjoy the housing type of their choice absent the accommodation;

3.

In the case of a residential care facility, whether the requested accommodation is
necessary to make facilities of a similar nature or operation economically viable in
light of the particularities of the relevant market and market participants;

4.

In the case of a residential care facility, whether the existing supply of facilities of a
similar nature and operation in the community is sufficient to provide individuals with a
disability an equal opportunity to live in a residential setting.

f.

5.

The city may consider, but is not limited to, the following factors in determining
whether the requested accommodation would require a fundamental alteration in the
nature of the city's zoning code (Chapter 117);

6.

Whether the requested accommodation would fundamentally alter the character of the
neighborhood;

7.

Whether the accommodation would result in a substantial increase in traffic or
insufficient parking;

8.

Whether granting the requested accommodation would substantially undermine any
express purpose of either the city's land use or comprehensive plan or an applicable
specific plan;

9.

In the case of a residential care facility, whether the requested accommodation would
create an institutionalized environment due to the number of and distance between
facilities that are similar in nature or operation.

Required findings for reasonable accommodation(s). In making a determination regarding
the reasonableness of a requested reasonable accommodation(s), the approving authority
shall make the following findings:
1.

The housing which is the subject of the request for reasonable accommodation(s) will
be used for an individual protected under the Fair Housing Act.

2.

The request for reasonable accommodation(s) is necessary to make specific housing
available to an individual protected under the Fair Housing Act.

3.

The requested reasonable accommodation(s) does not impose an undue financial or
administrative burden on the city and does not fundamentally alter city zoning,
development standards, policies, or procedures.

4.

The requested accommodation will not result in a fundamental alteration in the nature
of the city's zoning process, as "fundamental alteration" is defined in fair housing laws
and interpretive case law.

5.

The requested accommodation will not, under the specific facts of the case, result in a
direct threat to the health or safety of other individuals or substantial physical damage
to the property of others.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.01; Ord. No. 11:085, § 2, 12-20-2011)
Sec. 117-32. - Zoning and building permits.
(a)

It shall be unlawful to commence the construction, reconstruction, moving, demolition or structural
alteration of any building until a zoning permit and a building permit has been issued. No building
permit shall be issued unless the proposed construction or use is in full conformity with all the
provisions of these regulations and other applicable building laws, ordinances, or regulations. A
zoning permit shall also be required for the use or reuse of property, buildings, or structures where
building permits are not required. Compliance with paved parking and other site standards shall be
achieved as a condition a change of use for commercial, industrial and multifamily purposes. In
addition, a zoning permit evidencing compliance with the provisions of this chapter shall be a
prerequisite to the issuance of a city privilege or occupation license.

(b)

All applications for building permits shall be accompanied by a plan in duplicate drawn to scale,
showing the size of the building to be erected and its location on the zoning lot, the location of any
existing buildings or structures, location and dimensions of all driveways and parking or loading
areas, drainage and such other information as may be necessary to provide for the administration of
this chapter.

(c)

Multi-family development plans having three or more units and all commercial developments with
project costs exceeding $100,000.00 shall be sealed by an architect licensed in the State of
Arkansas. The chief building code official is authorized to require all applicable architect and
engineer stamps when deemed necessary for safety per the submittal of documents section of the
Currently Adopted Arkansas Fire Prevention Code (AFPC).
(1)

All Group A (Assemblies), E (Educational), and I (Institutional) occupancies, (except Group A
occupancies with an occupant load less than or equal to 50) shall have the official seal of a
registered design professional affixed.

(2)

All buildings and structures three or more stories in height, and all buildings and structures
5,000 square feet (464.5 m 2 ) or more in area shall have the official seal of a registered design
professional.

(d)

Site plans shall be required for all multifamily development proposals of five three units or more, as
well as for all new commercial and industrial development and substantial redevelopment. Such
plans shall be reviewed and approved at the staff level, subject to appeal by the applicant to the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission; provided that, large-scale commercial development of over
75,000 square feet of gross floor area, and multifamily developments of more than 48 units shall be
approved by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.

(e)

The design professional, engineer, architect, or landscape architect, preparing and sealing site
plans as prescribed under this section shall periodically inspect the construction of all site
improvements shown on and required by the site plan approved by the city planner and/or the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and shall verify that, to the best of the design professional's
knowledge, all improvements have been constructed and completed in accordance with said plan. A
letter verifying this fact shall be submitted to the city planner prior to issuance of a certificate of
occupancy.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.02; Ord. No. 3429; Ord. No. 07-3165, 12-18-2007; Ord. No. 10:029, § 1,
5-18-2010; Ord. No. 10:071, § 1, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 14:003, § 1, 3-18-2014)
Sec. 117-33. - Certificate of occupancy.
(a)

Certificates of occupancy are required to ensure that completed structures and the development of
property of which such structures are a part, comply with the provisions of this chapter, as well as
any site plans or conditional approvals for such structures and development.

(b)

The building inspector shall have the authority and responsibility to issue and keep records of
certificates of occupancy in accordance with the requirements set forth in this chapter, and the
building code.

(c)

A certificate of occupancy must be applied for and issued by the building inspector prior to
occupancy and use of a structure or premises for any of the following:
(1)

Any new structure.

(2)

Any addition to an existing nonresidential structure.

(3)

Any change in occupancy or use of a building or premises that involves nonresidential
occupancy.

(4)

Placement or change in occupancy of any mobile home on any lot or parcel, regardless of use.

(d)

A certificate of occupancy shall be applied for coincidently with the application for a building permit,
and must be issued before the occupancy and connection of utilities to such building.

(e)

The building official or his designated agent shall inspect the property which is the subject of an
application within a reasonable time, after a completed application has been filed, and shall issue a
certificate of occupancy if the premises of the property complies in all respects with the applicable
development regulations in effect for the city. If the premises does not so comply, the building official

shall deny the application in a written notice mailed to the applicant within five days, excluding
weekends and holidays, after the inspection of the property, specifying the provisions of which
ordinance or code the structure or development does not comply.
(f)

(g)

A temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued for a portion or portions of a building which may
safely be occupied prior to final completion of the building. A temporary certificate of occupancy shall
be valid for a period not exceeding six months. A temporary certificate of occupancy shall only be
issued after the appropriate fee has been paid to the city. Such temporary certificate shall not be
construed as in any way altering the respective rights, duties, or obligations of the owner or of the
city relating to the use or occupancy or any other matter required by this chapter.
Information required for submission to obtain a certificate of occupancy shall include:
(1)

The name of applicant.

(2)

The nature and extent of the applicant's ownership or interest in the subject property.

(3)

The address of the property for which a certificate is requested.

(4)

Such other information as requested by the building official to ensure conformance with
applicable development regulations and to assure compliance with the Arkansas Fire and
Prevention Code volume II, Section 110, Subsection 110.3.

(5)

Letter signed and dated by owner stipulating all outstanding issues as required by the
engineering department and the planning department.

(6)

Under no circumstances will a temporary certificate of occupancy be issued until all life safety,
all final electrical, HVAC and plumbing inspections pass and are in compliance with current
codes.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.03; Ord. No. 3430; Ord. No. 07:3165, § 2, 12-18-2007; Ord. No. 13:018, §
1, 5-28-2013)
Sec. 117-34. - Amendments.
Two types of amendments to this zoning chapter are recognized; one being a revision in the textual
provisions of the chapter, and the other being a change of boundary in a zoning district.
(1)

Amendment to text. Amendments to the text may be initiated by the planning commission, the
city council, or by the mayor. Proposed amendments shall be processed in accordance with the
procedures set forth in this section.
a.

Notice. The city planner shall be responsible for scheduling a public hearing before the
planning commission. He shall prepare the content of a public notice, and ensure that the
notice is published in the newspaper of general circulation with the city at least 15 days
before the public hearing.

b.

Hearing and recommendation by the planning commission. The planning commission shall
conduct a public hearing on the proposed amendment, hearing both the proponents and
opponents, if any. Following the public hearing the commission shall determine its
recommendation regarding the proposed amendment and make such know to the city
council.

c.

Action by the city council. After receiving the recommendation of the planning commission,
the city council:
1.

May approve the amendment as submitted;

2.

May approve a revised version they deem appropriate;

3.

Refer it back to the planning commission for further study and consideration;

4.

Table it; or

5.

Deny it.

If the city council action does not take place within six months after the planning
commission's public hearing, the amendment process must begin anew.
(2)

Change in district boundary. A change in a district boundary, also referred to as a map
amendment or rezoning, may be proposed by the city council, the planning commission, or by a
property owner or his legal agent. Such amendments shall be considered in accordance with
the procedures set forth in this section.
a.

Application submittal. A complete application for change in district boundary or map
amendment, hereafter referred to as a rezoning, shall be submitted to the city planner in a
form established by him, along with a nonrefundable processing fee established in section
117-35.
Applications shall be filed according to the submittal schedule available online or in the
planning office in order to be placed on the planning commission agenda for the
subsequent meeting.
No application shall be processed until the city planner determines that the application is
complete and the required fee has been paid.

b.

Notice.
1.

Promptly upon determining that the application is complete, the city planner shall
schedule a public hearing date before the planning commission, notify the applicant of
the hearing date, and provide at least 15 days notice of the hearing in a newspaper of
general circulation in the city. The notice shall indicate the time and place of the public
hearing; give the general location and description of the property, such as the street
address and acreage involved; describe the nature, scope and purpose of the
application; and indicate where additional information about the application can be
obtained.

2.

The applicant shall:
(i)

Post notice on weatherproof signs provided by the city;

(ii)

Notify all property owners within 200 feet by certified mail return receipt
requested 15 days prior to the meeting;

(iii)

Provide notification to the school district serving the area by sending notice to
the superintendent of the school district of the zoning request. Notice shall be
sent by certified mail with return receipt requested 15 days prior to the meeting.
The school board shall send their opinion in writing to the office of the city
planner and the office of city clerk within 10 days. Lack of a response will be
considered as "no opinion" when considering the request.

(iv)

Place the signs on the property that is the subject of the application at least 15
days before the public hearing; and

(v)

Ensure that the signs remain continuously posted until a final decision is made
by the city council. At least one sign shall be posted by the applicant for each 150
feet of street frontage, up to a maximum of five signs. Signs shall be placed
along each abutting street in a manner that makes them clearly visible to
neighboring residents, and passerby. There shall be a minimum of one sign
along each abutting street.

(vi)

If a property has no road frontage or is on a dead end street, the number and
location of signs to be posted will be determined by the office of planning. At
least one sign will be required to be posted on the actual property, and at least

one sign will be required to be posted along a nearby street, with the phone
number of the planning office to call for more information.
c.

Hearing and recommendation by the planning commission. The planning commission shall
hold a public hearing on the proposed rezoning. At the conclusion of the hearing, and after
deliberation, the commission shall recommend approval as submitted; may recommend
approval of less area and/or of a lesser intense, but like classification than what was
applied for; table with cause, not to exceed one time for consideration at the next meeting;
or deny the application, and submit an accurate written summary of the proceedings to the
city council.

d.

Hearing and action by the city council. After the planning commission recommends
approval of an application, the applicant shall be responsible for preparing the appropriate
ordinance and requesting that the city clerk place it on the city council's agenda. Agenda
item request and all documentation shall be submitted in a form established by the city
clerk, and be accompanied by a publication fee prescribed by law.

e.

f.

1.

If the planning commission does not recommend approval of an application, the city
council may consider the matter after an appeal is filed by the property owner with the
city clerk, and a special public hearing is set and subsequently held. Applicant
responsibility with regard to filing documents with the city clerk and paying said fee as
is also applicable.

2.

In considering an application for approval, whether on appeal or not, the city council
may reduce the amount of land area included in the application, but not increase it
and may change the requested classification in whole or in part, to a less intense
zoning district classification that was indicated in the planning commissions required
public notice.

Approval criteria. The criteria for approval of a rezoning are set out in this subsection. Not
all criteria must be given equal consideration by the planning commission or city council in
reaching a decision. If any project doesn't meet all the criteria in this section the planning
commission or city council can require the owner to provide additional information to
determine if the rezoning should move forward. Additional information may include but not
be limited to; traffic studies, drainage considerations, crime reports, noise and light studies,
wetlands and historical considerations. The criteria to be consider shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:
1.

Consistency of the proposal with the comprehensive plan;

2.

Consistency of the proposal with the purpose of this chapter;

3.

Compatibility of the proposal with the zoning, uses and character of the surrounding
area including adjacent neighbors that have a direct impact to the property;

4.

Suitability of the subject property for the uses to which it has been restricted without
the proposed zoning map amendment;

5.

Extent to which approval of the proposed rezoning will detrimentally affect nearby
property including, but not limited to, any impact on property value, traffic, drainage,
visual, odor, noise, light, vibration, hours of use/operation and any restriction to the
normal and customary use of the affected property;

6.

Impact of the proposed development on community facilities and services, including
those related to utilities, streets, drainage, parks, open space, fire, police, emergency
medical services, and school districts.

Successive applications. In the event that the city council denies an application for a
rezoning, a similar application shall not be considered by the planning commission for six
months from the date of the denial by the city council, unless the planning commission,
upon recommendation by the city planner, determines that there is a significant change in

the size or scope of the project, or that conditions have changed in the area by the
proposed rezoning.
g.

Withdrawal of application.
1.

Only one withdrawal shall be allowed as a right following the application filing for a
rezoning, annexation or conditional use;

2.

On or after the second time withdrawal granted, the applicant must wait 90 days
before resubmitting the same or similar petition involving the same land use, and,
under extenuating (emergency) circumstances, the planning commission or city
council may consider and grant a request to waive the 90 day restriction on the
second time request for withdrawals;

3.

Third-time withdrawal requests will default to the most current ordinance requirement
for denied rezoning petitions.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.05; Res. No. 08:126, 8-19-2008; Ord. No. 16:082, § 1, 2-21-2017; Ord.
No. 18:042, § 1, 8-21-2018)
Sec. 117-35. - Fees.
Before any action shall be taken as provided in this article, the applicant shall submit a fee with the
application in accordance with the latest fee schedule as adopted by the city council. Under no condition
shall said sum or any part thereof be refunded for failure of said action to be approved by the city.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.44.06)
Secs. 117-36—117-58. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT; APPEALS AND VARIANCES[2]

Footnotes:
--- (2) --State Law reference— Board of adjustment required, A.C.A. § 14-56-416(b)(1).

Sec. 117-59. - Creation and appointment.
There is hereby created a board of zoning adjustment consisting of five members to be appointed for
three-year terms, with at least one member being a planning commissioner. All members shall be
qualified electors and residents of the city. The members of the board of zoning adjustment that was
legally in existence immediately prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter is
derived shall be constituted as members and continue serving their present term as member of the board
of zoning adjustment hereby created; provided, the member with the least time remaining on his term
shall be replaced by a member of the planning commission.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.40.01)
Sec. 117-60. - Organization.

The board of zoning adjustment shall adopt rules necessary to the conduct of its affairs and in
keeping with the provisions of this chapter. Meetings shall be held on a regular schedule and at such
other times as the board may determine. All meetings shall be open to the public. The board of zoning
adjustment shall keep minutes of its vote, indicating such fact. It shall keep records of its examinations
and other official actions, all of which shall be a public record and be immediately filed in the office of the
city planner. A quorum of the board shall consist of three members. The concurring vote of a majority of
the total board members shall be necessary to revise any order or decision of the enforcement officer or
to decide on any matter upon which it is required to pass under this chapter. The city planner or his
representative shall attend each meeting of the board and shall bring with him all plans, specifications,
plats and papers relating to any case before the board for determination.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.40.02)
Sec. 117-61. - Powers and duties.
The board of zoning adjustment shall have all the powers and duties prescribed by law and by this
chapter, which are more particularly described as follows:
(1)

Administrative review. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any
order, requirement, decision or determination made by the administrative official in the
enforcement of this chapter. The board may affirm or reverse, in whole or in part, said decision
of the administrative official.

(2)

Variances. To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of this
zoning chapter as will not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, a
literal enforcement of the provisions of this chapter would result in unnecessary hardship that
would deprive the owner of any reasonable use of the land or building involved. A variance from
the terms of this zoning chapter shall not be granted by the board of zoning adjustment unless
and until:
a.

The applicant demonstrates that special conditions and circumstances exist which are
peculiar to the land, structure or building involved and which are not applicable to other
lands, structures or buildings in the same district; that literal interpretation of the provisions
of this chapter would deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties
in the same district under the terms of this chapter that special conditions and
circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant and that granting the variance
requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is denied by the zoning
chapter to other lands, structures or buildings in the same district.

b.

No nonconforming use of neighboring lands, structures or buildings in the same district,
and no permitted or nonconforming use of lands, structures or buildings in other districts
shall be considered grounds for the issuance of a variance.

c.

The board of adjustment shall further make a finding that the reasons set forth in the
application justify the granting of the variance and that the variance is the minimum
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of land, building or structure.

d.

The board of adjustment shall further make a finding that the granting of the variance will
be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this zoning chapter, and will not be
injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.

e.

In granting any variance, the board of zoning adjustment may prescribe appropriate
conditions and safeguards that it deems necessary or desirable. Violations of such
conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the variance is
granted, shall be deemed a violation of this chapter.

f.

Under no circumstances shall the board of zoning adjustment grant a variance to allow a
use not permissible under the terms of this zoning chapter in the district involved, or any
use expressly or by implication prohibited by the terms of this chapter in said district.

(3)

Special exceptions. In addition to the powers and duties specified in subsections (1) and (2) of
this section, the board shall also have the following powers and duties to hold public hearings
and decide the following special exceptions:
a.

Interpret zoning district boundaries where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of the
zoning districts or when the street or property lines existing on the ground are at variance
with those shown on the zoning district map.

b.

Determine the amount of parking required for a use not listed herein.

c.

Vary the parking regulations by not more than 25 percent where it is conclusively shown
that the specific use of a building would make unnecessary the parking spaces otherwise
required by this chapter.

d.

Permit an addition to a nonconforming structure provided that said addition conforms to all
building code requirements, and further provided that the current use of the structure
conforms to the zoning district in which it is located.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.40.03)
Sec. 117-62. - Procedure for applications and appeals.
(a)

Application. Appeals to the board may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any officer,
department or board of the city affected by any decision of the administrative official. All appeals and
applications made to the board shall be made in writing on forms prescribed by the board within 15
days after the decision has been rendered by the administrative official. Every appeal or application
shall refer to the specific provision of the code involved and shall exactly set forth:
(1)

The interpretation that is claimed;

(2)

The use for which the permit is sought; or

(3)

The details of the variance that is applied for and the grounds on which it is claimed that the
variance should be granted, as the case may be.

(b)

Filing. The appeal or application shall be filed with the officer from whom appeal is taken and with
the board. The officer from whom appeal is taken shall forthwith transmit to the board all papers
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken.

(c)

Public hearing and notice. The board shall fix a reasonable time for the public hearing of an
application or appeal, give public notice of the time and place thereof, as well as due notice to the
parties in interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time. Said public notice shall be
published at least once not less than seven days preceding the date of such hearing in a newspaper
of general circulation in the city. The public notice shall give the particular location of the property on
which the application or appeal is requested, as well as a brief statement of what the application or
appeal consists. Evidence of notification of all adjoining property owners shall accompany all
applications for variances. Such notification shall include the described public notice information, as
well as the time and place where the public hearing will be conducted. Public hearings may be
adjourned from time to time, and, if the time and place of the adjourned meeting be publicly
announced when the adjournment is made, no further notice of such adjourned meeting need be
published. At a public hearing any party may appear in person, by agent, or by attorney.

(d)

Effect of appeal. An appeal shall stay all proceedings of the action appealed from, unless the
person affected by such appeal certifies to the board, that, by reason of facts stated in the certificate
a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall
not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted by the board or a court of
record on application, and notice to the person from whom the appeal was taken.

(e)

Time limit on permits. No order permitting the use of a building or premises, or the alteration or
erection of a building shall be valid for a period longer than 60 days unless such use is established or

the erection or alteration is started within such period and proceeds to completion in accordance with
the terms of a building permit.
(f)

Appeals from board of zoning adjustment. Any person, or any board, taxpayer, department, board or
bureau of the city aggrieved by any decision of the board of zoning adjustment may seek review by a
court of record of such decision, in the manner provided by the laws of the state.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.40.04)
Secs. 117-63—117-82. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES AND USES
Sec. 117-83. - Continuance of use.
(a)

Any lawfully established use of a structure or land, on the effective date of these regulations, or of
amendments hereto, that does not conform to the use regulations for the district in which it is
located, shall be deemed to be a legal nonconforming use and may be continued, except as
otherwise provided herein.

(b)

Any legal nonconforming structure may be continued in use provided there is no physical change
other than necessary maintenance and repair, except as otherwise permitted herein.

(c)

Any structure for which a building permit has been lawfully granted prior to the effective date of
these regulations, or of amendments hereto, may be completed in accordance with the approved
plans. Such building shall thereafter be deemed a lawfully established building.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.01)
Sec. 117-84. - Discontinuance of use.
(a)

Whenever any part of a structure or land occupied by a nonconforming use is changed to, or
replaced by, a use conforming to the provisions of these regulations, such premises shall not
thereafter be used or occupied by a nonconforming use, even though the structure may have been
originally designed and constructed for the prior nonconforming use.

(b)

Whenever a nonconforming use of a structure or part thereof, has been discontinued or abandoned
for a period of one year or more, such use shall not be reestablished, and the use of the premises
thereafter shall be in conformity with the regulations of the district.

(c)

Where no enclosed structure is involved, discontinuance of a nonconforming use for a period of six
months shall constitute abandonment, and shall not thereafter be used in a nonconforming manner.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.02)
Sec. 117-85. - Change of use.
(a)

The nonconforming use of any structure or portion thereof, may be occupied by another similar or
less intense nonconforming use as may be determined by the zoning official, subject to appeal to the
board of zoning adjustment. No building in which a nonconforming use has been changed to a more
restricted use shall again be devoted to a less restricted use.

(b)

A nonconforming use of land without substantial buildings or structures may not be extended or
expanded, nor shall it occupy more area than was in use on the effective date of these regulations. If
such nonconforming use or portion thereof is discontinued for a period of three months, or changed,

any future use of such land or change of use shall be in conformity with the provisions of the district
in which such land is located.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.03)
Sec. 117-86. - Repairs and alterations.
(a)

Normal maintenance of a nonconforming structure or of a conforming structure containing a
nonconforming use is permitted. Such structures may be expanded once, a maximum of 25 percent
in gross floor area.

(b)

Alterations may be made when required by law, or when such alterations will actually result in
eliminating the nonconformity.

(c)

No structure partially occupied by a nonconforming use shall be altered in such a way as to permit
the enlargement or expansion of the space occupied by such nonconforming use.

(d)

A structure which is nonconforming with respect to yards, height or any other element of bulk
regulated by these regulations, shall not be altered or expanded in any manner which would increase
the degree or extent of its nonconformity with respect to the bulk regulations for the district in which it
is located.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.04)
Sec. 117-87. - Accessories to primary nonconforming uses.
(a)

The addition of, enlargement, alteration or relocation of accessories which are incidental to and
accommodate the primary nonconforming use may be permitted if, after notices and public hearing,
the board of zoning adjustments finds that the accessory promotes the public heath, safety and
welfare and does not expand or enlarge the primary nonconforming use.

(b)

The procedures for application and review shall be the same as those for a conditional use, with the
exception that all notifications must make reference to a request for alteration, enlargement or
relocation of use instead of a request for a conditional use.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.05)
Sec. 117-88. - Damage and destruction.
(a)

If a nonconforming structure or a structure containing a nonconforming use is damaged or
destroyed by natural disaster, fire, or other casualty, greater than 50% or more, the structure may not
be repaired or reconstructed and used for the same purpose as it was before the occurrence;
provided such repair or reconstruction is commenced and completed within one year of the date of
such damage or destruction.

(b)

Failure to exercise this option within the time specified, shall be considered a voluntary
abandonment and the structure may be rebuilt and used thereafter only for a conforming use, and in
compliance with provisions of the district in which it is located.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.06)
Sec. 117-89. - District changes.
Whenever the boundaries of a zoning district are changed, so as to transfer an area from one district
to another, the foregoing provisions shall also apply to any newly created nonconforming uses therein.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.12.07)
Secs. 117-90—117-106. - Reserved.
ARTICLE III. - ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS AND BOUNDARIES
Sec. 117-107. - Established.
The following zoning districts, which may be referred to by their abbreviations, are hereby
established:
(1)

Base zoning districts.
a.

AG—Agricultural district.

b.

RR—Rural residential district.

c.

RS-1—Single-family residential district.

d.

RS-2—Single-family residential district.

e.

RS-3—Single-family residential district.

f.

RS-4—Single-family residential district.

g.

RS-5—Single-family residential district.

h.

RS-6—Single-family residential district.

i.

RS-7—Single-family residential district.

j.

RS-8—Single-family residential district.

k. RI – U Intermediate Urban District ----Residential

(2)

Multifamily districts.
a.

RM-4—Residential multifamily classification; four units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

b.

RM-6—Residential multifamily classification; six units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

c.

RM-8—Residential multifamily classification; eight units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

d.

RM-12—Residential multifamily classification; 12 units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

e.

RM-16—Residential multifamily classification; 16 units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

f.

RMH—Residential manufactured housing district. Establishing a district with use restricted
to manufactured housing unit placement. Said units no older than eight years old as
measured from date the letter of approval is sought will be allowed. Manufactured housing
residential style will not be affected.

g.

CR-1—Neighborhood office district.

h.

C-4—Neighborhood commercial district.

i.

C-3—General commercial district.

j.

C-2—Downtown fringe commercial district.

k.
l.
m.
(3)

C-1—Downtown core commercial district.
I-1—Limited industrial district.
I-2—General industrial district.

Overlay and special purpose zoning districts.
a.

LU-O—Limited use overlay district.

b.

VR-O—Village residential overlay district.

c.

JMA-O—Jonesboro municipal airport overlay district.

d.

PD—Planned development district.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.01; Ord. No. 08-2007, 2-6-2007)
Sec. 117-108. - District hierarchy.
References to less restrictive, more restrictive, less intensive and more intensive zoning districts
refer to the base zoning districts established in section 117-107; and represent a progression from the AG
district as the most restrictive, or least intensive, base district to the I-2 district as the least restrictive, or
most intensive, base district. Overlay and special purpose districts are not included in the zoning district
hierarchy.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.02)
Sec. 117-109. - District boundary map.
(a)

The location and boundaries of the zoning districts established herein are bounded and defined as
shown on a series of half-section maps entitled Official Zoning Map of the City of Jonesboro,
Arkansas, which is on file in the office of the city clerk. The map, together with all explanatory data
thereon, is hereby adopted by reference, and declared to be a part of this chapter. The official zoning
map shall be certified as such by signature of the mayor, attested by the city clerk.

(b)

If, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, changes are made in district boundaries or
other data portrayed on the official zoning map, such changes shall be made on said map within 30
days after the amendment has been approved by the city council.

(c)

No changes of any nature shall be made on the official zoning map or information shown thereon,
except in conformity with the procedures set forth in this chapter. Any unauthorized change of
whatever kind by any person shall be considered a violation of this chapter, and punishable pursuant
to provisions contained herein.

(d)

Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the official zoning map which may from time to
time be made or published, the official zoning map located in the office of the city clerk and the
Department of Planning and Zoning shall be the final authority as to the current zoning status of
property in the city.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.03)
Sec. 117-110. - Interpretation of district boundaries.
Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts shown on the official zoning map, the
zoning official shall employ the following rules in interpretations thereof. Decisions of the zoning official
are subject to appeal to the board of zoning adjustment.

(1)

Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of streets or alleys shall be
construed to follow such centerlines.

(2)

Boundaries indicated as approximately following city limits shall be construed as following city
limits.

(3)

Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as
following such lot lines.

(4)

Boundaries indicated as following waterways shall be construed to be following the thread of
the stream.

(5)

Boundaries indicated as following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway between the
main tracks.

(6)

Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features mentioned in the preceding rules
shall be so construed.

(7)

Where distance is not specifically indicated on the official zoning map, as is typically the case
with unsubdivided property, distance shall be determined by the scale of the map.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.04)
Sec. 117-111. - Classification of annexed lands.
All lands proposed for annexation shall be assigned zoning district classification that will become
effective at the same time the annexation becomes final. The map amendment procedures contained
herein shall be followed in assigning said classification.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.05)
Sec. 117-112. - Vacation of public rights-of-way.
Whenever any street, alley or other public way is vacated or abandoned by action of the city council
pursuant to law, the zoning district classification of the property to which the vacated portions of land
accrue, shall become the classification of the vacated land.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.16.06)
Secs. 117-113—117-137. - Reserved.
ARTICLE IV. - DISTRICT REGULATIONS
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 117-138. - Residential districts.
(a)

General description. There are 14 15 residential districts designed to meet present and future
housing needs, to protect the character of, and property values in, residential areas, to encourage a
suitable environment for family life and to provide choice in density, as well as in type of housing.
More specific descriptions of these districts are as follows:
(1)

AG—Agricultural district. The purpose of this district is to help preserve existing agricultural
resources, and to guide the conversion of rural lands to suburban use when appropriate.
Development standards are designed to implement long range development goals by

preserving areas that have prime soils for agricultural use, and by protecting appropriate areas
for development until they are well served by public facilities and services.

(b)

(2)

RS-1—Single-family residential district; minimum 43,560 sq. ft. lot required.

(3)

RS-2—Single-family residential district; minimum 21,780 sq. ft. lot required.

(4)

RS-3—Single-family residential district; minimum 14,520 sq. ft. lot required.

(5)

RS-4—Single-family residential district; minimum 10,890 sq. ft. lot required.

(6)

RS-5—Single-family residential district; minimum 8,712 sq. ft. lot required.

(7)

RS-6—Single-family residential district; minimum 7,260 sq. ft. lot required.

(8)

RS-7—Single-family residential district; minimum 6,222 sq. ft. lot required.

(9)

RS-8—Single-family residential district; minimum 5,445 sq. ft. lot required.

(10)

RM-6—Residential multifamily classification; six units per net acre, includes all forms of units,
duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

(11)

RM-8—Residential multifamily classification; eight units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

(12)

RM-12—Residential multifamily classification; 12 units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

(13)

RM-16—Residential multifamily classification; 16 units per net acre, includes all forms of
units, duplexes, triplexes, quads, and higher.

(14)

RMH—Residential manufactured housing district. Establishing a district with use restricted to
manufactured housing unit placement. Said units no older than eight years old as measured
from date the letter of approval is sought will be allowed. Manufactured housing residential style
will not be affected.

(15)

RI-U—Residential Intermediate-Urban District. The RI-U Residential District is designed to
permit and encourage the development of detached and attached dwellings in suitable
environments on lots less than 60 feet in width, to provide a range of housing types compatible
in scale with single-family homes and to encourage a diversity of housing types to meet demand
for walkable urban living.

Uses permitted. Uses permitted in the residential districts are set forth in the table in subsection (c)
of this section. Where the letter "P" appears opposite a listed use and underneath a residential
district, the use is permitted in that district by right subject to:
(1)

Providing off-street parking and loading facilities as required by section 117-324;

(2)

Providing landscaping and screening as provided by section 117-326; and

(3)
(c)

Conformance with special conditions applying to certain uses as set forth in article VII of this
chapter. Only one principal structure per lot shall be permitted in the RS districts.

Explanation of symbols. Where the letter "C" appears instead of "P", the use is permitted subject to
acquiring a conditional use permit as set forth in article V of this chapter. Where neither "P" nor "C"
appears similarly within the table, the use is not permitted.
Permitted Use Table For Residential Districts

Uses

A RS RS RS RS RS RS RS RS RM RM RM RM RM RM RI
G -1 -2 -3 -4 -5 -6 -7 -8 -H -4 -6 -8 -12 -16 -U
Residential uses

Single-family, detached

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Single-family, attached

P

P

P

P

P

P

Duplex, triplex, fourplex

P

P

P

P

P

P

Emergency housing unit

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Multifamily
Manufactured housing
unit

P

Manuf. housing,
residential design

P

Manufactured housing
park

P

P

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

C
P

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

Group residential
Accessory dwelling unit

C

P

P

C

C

C

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Civic/commercial uses
Airport or airstrip

C

Animal care, general

C

Animal care, limited

C

Automated teller machine
Bed and breakfast

C

C

C

C
C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C
C

Cemetery

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Church

P

P

P

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

College or university

C

C

Communication tower

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

P

C

C

C

Convenience store
Day care, limited (family
home)

P

P

P

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

Day care, general
Golf course

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Government service**

P

P

P

P

C

C

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Medical services

C

C

Museum

C

C

Nursing home

C

C

C

C

Hospital
Library

Parks and recreation

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Recreation/entertainment
C
, indoor

C

C

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

C

Post office

Recreation/entertain.,
outdoor

C

C

C

Safety services

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

P

School, elementary,
middle and high

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Utility, major**

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Utility, minor**

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Agricultural uses
Agriculture, animal

P

P

C

C

C

C

Agriculture, crop

P

P

P

C

C

C

Agriculture, product sales

P

P

P

C

C

C

(d)

Lot, yard, and height regulations. Except as otherwise provided herein, no lot or yard shall be
established or reduced in dimension or area in any residential district that does not meet the
minimum requirements in the following table, nor shall any building or structure be erected or
enlarged that will cause the maximum lot coverage or maximum height regulations to be exceeded
for such district as set forth in said table. A listing of supplements and exceptions to these
regulations follows the table.

_____
Minimum Dimension Requirements for Residential Districts
Bulk Dimensional Requirements

Zoning
Classification

Front
Minimum Lot
Setback
Width
Minimum Lot Area
(in
(in feet)
feet)

Rear
Setback
(in feet)

Side
Setback
(in feet)

AG

240

5 acre

30

30

10 each

RS-1

120

43,560 s.f.

40

30

25 each

RS-2

100

21,780 s.f.

35

25

15 each

RS-3

80

14,520 s.f.

30

25

10 each

RS-4

80

10,890 s.f.

25

25

7.5 each

RS-5

70

8,712 s.f.

25

20

7.5 each

RS-6

65

7,260 s.f.

20

20

15 combined
(min. 10 on

one side)
RS-7

50

6,222 s.f.

20

20

7.5 each

RS-8

50

5,445 s.f.

15

15

7.5 5 each

R-MH

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

RM-4

50

10,890 s.f. per
dwelling unit

20

15

7.5 each

RM-6

60

7,260 s.f. per
dwelling unit

20

15

10.0 each

RM-8

70

5,445 s.f. per
dwelling unit

25

20

10.0

RM-12

80

3,630 s.f. per
dwelling unit

25

20

15.0

RM-16

80

2,722 s.f. per
dwelling unit

25

20

15.0

RI-U

25

5, or 12 feet from
centerline of an ally

5

_____
(1)

Maximum lot coverage all buildings shall not exceed 35 percent in RS-1 thru RS-5 districts and
40 percent in all other residential districts.

(2)

When an existing lot is reduced because of conveyance to a federal, state, or local government
for a public purpose and the remaining area is at least 75 percent of the required minimum lot
size for the district in which it is located, then that remaining lot shall be deemed to comply with
minimum lot size requirements. The planning director may approve an exception to the
minimum lot requirement when a proposed lot is less than five percent out of compliance. The
planning director may approve an exception to the minimum setback requirements, when a
proposed setback is one foot or less out of compliance.

(3)

Utility facilities, using land or an unoccupied building requiring less than 1,000 square feet of
site area, are exempt from minimum lot size requirements of all districts.

(4)

Minimum lot size requirements shall not be interpreted as prohibiting the construction of a
single-family residential dwelling unit on a lot that was legally platted or recorded before the

adoption of the ordinance from which this chapter is derived. For lots that are rendered
nonconforming, the necessity of obtaining a variance from such created nonconformity shall not
be required as a condition of issuance of a building permit.
(5)

Certain architectural features may project into required yards as follows:
a.

Cornices, canopies, eaves or other architectural features, may project a distance not
exceeding 30 inches.

b.

Fire escapes may project a distance not exceeding 4½ feet from the exterior wall of the
building.

c.

An uncovered stair and necessary landings may project a distance not to exceed three
feet, provided such stair and landing shall not extend above the entrance floor of the
building except for a railing not exceeding three feet in height.

d.

Bay windows, balconies and chimneys may project a distance not exceeding 30 inches,
provided that such features do not occupy, in the aggregate, more than one-third of the
length of the building wall on which they are located.

(6)

When an existing setback is reduced because of conveyance to a federal, state or local
government for a public purpose, and the remaining setback is at least 75 percent of the
required minimum setback for the district in which it is located, then that remaining setback shall
be deemed to satisfy minimum setback requirements.

(7)

When a majority of the lots have existing principal structures on them and the street setbacks
of said principal structures are on lots within the same block, with the same zoning classification
and fronting on the same side of the street and are less than the required street setback,
applicants shall be allowed to use the average street setback on that block. In such cases, the
average setback shall be the mean or average setback of all developed lots on the same side of
the street within the same block as the subject property and with the same zoning
classifications, and in no case shall more than six lots on either side of the subject property be
included in the calculation.

(8)

When adjacent to RS single-family districts or more restrictive districts, multifamily residential
and nonresidential structures over one story or 15 feet in height shall have an additional eight
foot side and rear setback for every additional story or 15 feet in building height.

(9)

Single-family attached townhouse uses shall be exempt from interior side setback
requirements, provided that end units within a single-family attached development shall comply
with applicable side setback requirements. Such uses shall also be exempt from lot width
requirements. This shall encourage the development of row housing.

(10)

In existing and more intensive zoning districts, dwelling units within a zero lot line
development may be placed on or near one interior side lot line, and therefore be exempt from
that interior side setback requirement. Zero lot line setbacks may not be used on street side lot
lines or on interior side lot lines adjacent to lots that are not part of the zero lot line
development. Zero lot line houses shall be subject to applicable fire codes and the following
additional standards:
a.

The minimum distance between all buildings in the development must be equal to twice the
required side setback required by the underlying zoning district. A deed restriction must be
recorded on the deed of each applicable lot to ensure continued compliance with this
setback.

b.

An easement to allow for maintenance or repair is required when the eaves or side wall of
a house are within four feet of the adjacent property line. The easement on the adjacent
property must provide at least five feet of unobstructed space between the furthermost
projection of the structure, and be wide enough to allow five feet between the eaves or side
wall and the edge of the easement.

c.

If the side wall of the house is on the property line, or within three feet of the property line,
windows or other openings that allow for visibility into the side yard of the adjacent lot are
not allowed. Windows that do not allow visibility into the side yard of the adjacent lot, such
as a clerestory window or a translucent window, are allowed.

(11)

Maximum height limitation is 35 feet in all residential zones. If the structure plans to be
greater than 35 feet it must be approved by the Department of Planning and Zoning and must
meet all building and fire codes, which may require sprinkling of the structure. with the
exceptions of the AG and RM districts, where the limitation is 45 feet or it must be approved by
the Department of Planning and Zoning and must meet all building and fire codes, which may
require sprinkling of the structure.. Chimneys, smokestacks, ventilators, cooling and water
towers, bulkheads, grain elevators and silos, utility and flagpoles, belfries, spires and steeples,
and monuments and ornamental towers, may be erected to any height not in conflict with the
airport overlay district or other city ordinances. Communication towers are exempt only to the
extent authorized through conditional use approval.

(12)

For multi-family, the side setback shall be increased by five feet for each additional story in
excess of one story, for buildings to be placed along the property line.

Minimum On-Site Structure Separation′
Single story:

15

Two story:

20

More than two stories:

30

The greater restriction applies for the tallest buildings being considered, e.g. if a one story
building is proposed adjacent to a three story building, then the minimum separation between
those two buildings shall be 30 feet.
(13)

[For RI-U Residential Intermediate-Urban District:]
Lot, yard, and height requirements: Lot width minimum 25 feet, maximum lot width of 60 feet, lot
area None, Maximum height 30/45 feet, *A building or a portion of a building that is located
between zero and ten feet from the front property line or any master street plan right-of-way line
shall have a maximum height of 30 feet. Buildings or portions of the building setback greater
than ten feet from the master street plan right-of-way shall have a maximum height of 45 feet.
Setback Requirements: A build-to zone that is located between the front property line and a line
25 feet from the front property line. Side setback five feet, Rear setback five feet or 12 feet from
the centerline of an alley.
Building Area: The area occupied by all buildings shall not exceed 60 percent of the total lot
area.
Minimum Buildable Street Frontage: 50 percent of the lot width.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.01; Ord. No. 07:45, 2-6-2007; Ord. No. 13:040, § 1, 8-20-2013; Ord. No.
17:094, § 2, 2-20-2018)

Sec. 117-139. - Commercial and industrial districts.
(a)

(b)

General description, commercial districts. Commercial districts are principally intended for the
provision of services and the conduct of business essential to support residents within the city and
the surrounding area. Five different commercial districts exist to provide for the diversity of uses and
appropriate locations required for the range of goods and services needed in the city. More specific
descriptions of these districts follows:
(1)

CR-1, commercial residence mixed use district. The CR-1, commercial residence mixed use
district shall be classified as a transitional zoning classification for mixed-use type
developments. It allows commercial development, with a residential appearance, and
professional uses to be completed in areas between existing commercial more of a retail nature,
and single-family residential. By definition it represents transition. Therefore, the logical
conclusion would be that a transitional use, such as quadraplexes or mixed uses shall be
permitted in this district with commercial below or coordinated to blend or relate. Commercial
uses are encouraged on the bottom floor but residential uses can also be considered. Site plan
review shall be subject to planning commission review and administrative approval upon
commission recommendation.

(2)

C-4, neighborhood commercial district. This district provides for limited retail trade and services
designed to serve adjacent residential neighborhoods, usually of a high or medium density
character. Such districts should generally be limited to collector or arterial street locations or
other carefully selected areas. Buildings are to be of residential character regarding outward
appearance. Buildings must also be street facing with parking to the side or rear.

(3)

C-3, general commercial district. The purpose of this district is to provide appropriate locations
for commercial and retail uses which are convenient and serve the needs of the traveling public.
The district also provides locations for limited amounts of merchandise, equipment and material
being offered for retail sale that are more suitable for storage and display outside the confines of
an enclosed structure. Appropriate locations for this district are along heavily traveled arterial
street. Development of groupings of facilities shall be encouraged, as opposed to less desirable
strip commercial.

(4)

C-2, downtown fringe commercial district. This district provides for a transitional area between
the downtown core commercial district (C-1) and the surrounding older residential areas which
have yet to experience intrusions of other type uses. The fringe area is characterized by mixed
uses, including offices, services, government facilities and housing. This district is generally
considered an inappropriate location for large retail uses greater than 3,000 square foot. The
district should have minimum design standards and should be designed with form based codes
as a blueprint for development with the exception of C-2 zoned land within the Hotel Corridor
area, defined and bound by I-63 555 to the South, Caraway Road to the West, Richardson
Drive to the East, and Race Street to the North.

(5)

C-1, downtown core commercial district. This district is characterized by concentrated
development of permitted uses, including office and institutional, service, convenience and
specialty retail, entertainment and housing. Redevelopment of the area is contemplated, with
emphasis on an art and entertainment cluster. Accordingly, it is anticipated that one or more
overlay or other special districts will be established to help foster transformation of the area.

General description, industrial districts. The industrial zoning districts are intended to provide for the
development of light to heavy industrial uses and their related facilities. Certain commercial and
other complementary uses are also permitted. Appropriate standards for the districts are designed to
ensure compatibility with other similar uses and to minimize any conflicts with nonindustrial uses
located in close proximity to industrial uses. More specific descriptions of these districts follows:
(1)

I-1, limited industrial district. This district is to accommodate freight terminals, warehousing,
wholesaling, packaging, storage, fabrication, display and such limited manufacturing as does
not create a nuisance for residential and commercial neighbors. Certain commercial uses are
also permitted. Suitable transportation facilities are a necessity to this district.

(2)

(c)

Uses permitted. Uses permitted in the commercial and industrial districts are set forth in the table in
subsection (d) of this section. Where the letter "P" appears opposite a listed use and underneath a
district, the use is permitted in that district by right subject to:
(1)

Providing off-street parking and loading facilities as required by section 117-324;

(2)

Providing landscaping and screening as required by section 117-326; and

(3)
(d)

I-2, general industrial district. This district is intended for the more intensive industries and
those manufacturing facilities making products from raw materials. Regulations are the
minimum for mutual protection between industries. Rail service is typically necessary, as is
adequate highway access.

Conformance with special conditions applying to certain uses as set forth in article VII of this
chapter.

Explanation of symbols. Where the letter "C" appears instead of "P", the use is permitted subject to
acquiring a conditional use permit as set forth in article V of this chapter. Where neither "P" nor "C"
appears similarly within the table, the use is not permitted.
USE TABLE
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

Uses

CR-1

C-4

C-3

C-2

C-1

C

I-1

I-2

Residential uses
Single-family, detached

P

Single-family, attached

P

P

Duplex, triplex, fourplex

P

P

Loft apartment

P

P

Multifamily

P

P

P

Manufactured housing unit

C

Civic and commercial uses
Airport or airstrip

C

Animal care, general

C

C

P

Animal care, limited

C

P

P

Assembly

C

C

P

C

P

P

C

S

Auditorium or stadium
Automated teller machine

C
C

Bank or financial institution
Bed and breakfast

C

Carwash

C

C

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

C

C

P

C

Cemetery

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Church

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

College or university

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Communication tower

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

Construction sales and service

P

Convenience store

C

P

Day care, limited (family home)

C

C

Day care, general

C

C

Entertainment, adult
Funeral home

P

P

C

P

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

P

P

C

C

C
C

Golf course

C

P

C

C

P

P

P

P

Government service

P

P

P

P

P

Hospital

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

Hotel or motel
Indoor firing range

Library

P

P

P

P

P

Medical marijuana cultivation center
Medical marijuana dispensary

P

P

P

P

P

P

Medical service/office

P

P

P

P

P

P

Museum

P

P

P

P

P

C

Nursing home

C

P

P

P

C

Office, general

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

C

P

C

Parking lot, commercial
Parks and recreation

P
P

P

P

P

Pawn shops

P

C

Pharmacy

P

P

Post office

C

P

P

P

P

C

Recreation/entertainment, indoor

C

P

C

P

C

Recreation/entertainment, outdoor

C

P

C

P

P

Recreational vehicle park
Restaurant, fast-food

C

P

C

C

P

Restaurant, general

P

P

P

P

P

Retail/service

C

P

C

P

C

C

P

Safety services

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

School, elementary, middle and high

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Service station

C

P

C

C

P

Sign, off-premises*

C

C

P

C

C

P

Utility, major

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Utility, minor

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Vehicle and equipment sales

P

P

Vehicle repair, general

P

P

C

Vehicle repair, limited

C

P

C

C

P

C

Vocational school

C

P

C

P

P

C

P

C

P

P

C

P

Warehouse, residential (mini) storage

C

Vehicular and equipment storage yard
Industrial, manufacturing and extractive uses
Asphalt or concrete plant

P

Auto wrecking or salvage yard

C

Basic industry

C

P

P

P

Freight terminal

C

Landfill (private)

C

C

Manufacturing, general

P

P

Manufacturing, limited

P

P

Mining or quarrying

C

PC

Oil and gas drilling

P

Research services

C

P

P

Solid waste incinerator

C

C

Warehousing

P

P

Welding or machine shop

P

P

C

P

C

P

Agricultural uses
Agriculture, animal

C

Agriculture, crop
Agriculture, farmers market

P

Agriculture, product sales

P

P
C

P

Note.
Accessory uses permitted subject to provisions of article V of this chapter.
*Not permitted along the route generally known as Crowley's Ridge Parkway National Scenic
Byway (see Section 14.32.11 for description).
**Permitted locations—off-premises sign permitted by right in C-3, I-1, & I-2 except where the
property on which the sign is to be located adjoins a residentially zoned property then it shall
become a conditional use. See section 117-259, pertaining to off-premises outdoor advertising
sign.
(e)

Lot, yard, and height regulations. No lot or yard shall be established or reduced in dimension or
area in any commercial or industrial district that does not meet the minimum requirements, nor shall
any building or structure be erected or enlarged that will cause the maximum lot coverage or
maximum height regulations to be exceeded for such district as set forth in said table. A listing of
supplements and exceptions to these regulations follows the table.
(1)

Size reduced for public purpose . When an existing lot is reduced because of conveyance to a
federal, state, or local government for a public purpose, and the remaining area is at least 75
percent of the required minimum lot size for the district in which it is located, then that remaining
lot shall be deemed to comply with minimum lot size requirements. The planning director may
approve an exception to the minimum lot requirement when a proposed lot is less than five
percent out of compliance. The planning director may approve an exception to the minimum
setback requirements, when a proposed setback is one foot or less out of compliance.

(2)

Utility exemption. Utility facilities, using land or an unoccupied building requiring less than
1,000 square feet of site area, are exempt from minimum lot size requirements.

(3)

Setback reduced for public purpose. When an existing setback is reduced because of
conveyance to a federal, state or local government for a public purpose, and the remaining
setback is at least 75 percent of the required minimum setback for the district in which it is
located, then that remaining setback shall be deemed to satisfy minimum setback requirements.

(4)

Setback averaging. When a majority of the lots have existing principal structures on them and
the street setbacks of said principal structures are on lots within the same block, with the same
zoning classification and fronting on the same side of the street and are less than the required
street setback, applicants shall be allowed to use the average street setback on that block. In
such cases, the average setback shall be the mean or average setback of all developed lots on
the same side of the street within the same block as the subject property and with the same
zoning classifications, and in no case shall more than six lots on either side of the subject
property be included in the calculation.

(5)

Setbacks increased by height. When adjacent to R-1A or more restrictive districts, multifamily
residential and nonresidential structures over one story or 15 feet in height shall have an
additional eight foot side and rear setback for every additional story or 15 feet in building height.

(6)

Maximum height. Maximum height limitation is 35 feet in all commercial district shall be
determined by fire and building code restrictions, and airport restrictionsCR-1, C-4, and C-2
districts; 45 feet in C-3 and I-1 districts; 75 feet in I-2 districts; and there shall be no limitation in
the C-1 district. Chimneys, smokestacks, ventilators, cooling and water towers, bulkheads, grain
elevators and silos, utility and flagpoles, belfries, spires and steeples, and monuments and
ornamental towers, may be erected to any height not in conflict with the airport overlay district or
other city ordinances. Communication towers are exempt only to the extent authorized through
conditional use approval, if such use is not a use permitted by right.

(7)

When a nonresidential zone abuts a residential zone, setbacks for both shall be same as that
setback for the abutting residential zone.

_____

Dimension Requirements Commercial and Industrial Districts
Dimension

CR-1

C-4

C-3

C-2

C-1

I-1

I-2

Single-family (sq. ft.)

6,500

NP

NP

6,000

NS

NP

NP

Duplex (sq. ft.)

7,200

NP

NP

7,200

NS

NP

NP

Multifamily (area/family)

NP

NP

NP

3,600

NS

NP

NP

6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500

NS

Minimum lot size

Nonresidential uses (sq. ft.)
Minimum lot width (all uses)

50'

50'

50'

50'

25'

6,500 10,000
50'

100'

Minimum lot depth (all uses)

100'

100'

100'

100'

NS

100'

100'

Residential uses

25'

NP

NP

25'

NS

25'

NP

Nonresidential uses

25'

25'

25'

25'

NS

25'

100'

Residential uses

7.5'

10'

NP

10'

NS

10'

NP

Nonresidential uses

10'

10'

10'

10'

NS

10'

25'

Residential uses

20'

20'

NP

20'

NS

20'

NP

Nonresidential uses

20'

20'

20'

20'

NS

20'

25'

Maximum lot coverage (all uses)

50%

50%

60%

50%

100%

60%

60%

Percent of total lot area (building floor area)

20

20

NS

20

NS

NS

NS

Street setback

Interior side setback

Rear setback

Note.
NP = Not permitted.
NS = No standard.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.02; Ord. No. 3434; Ord. No. 08-2007, 2-6-2007; Ord. No. 13:040, § 1, 820-2013; Ord. No. 15:035, §§ 1, 2, 9-15-2015; Ord. No. 17:061, §§ 2, 3, 9-19-2017)
Sec. 117-140. - Overlay and special purpose districts.
(a)

Purpose. The purpose of overlay and special purpose districts is to provide for enhanced standards
to protect and enhance the unique characteristics of specific areas and/or corridors, such as natural
scenic beauty or manmade features, while providing for development opportunities. Examples of
such purposes include:
(1)

Promoting the safe and efficient use of specific roadways by controlling access and other traffic
measures;

(2)

Providing for the creation and expansion of employment opportunities for city citizens through
promotion of business development;

(3)

Reducing sprawl and segregation of land use and encouraging more efficient use of land and
public services by promoting compact mixed-use development patterns;

(4)

Encouraging the redevelopment of an area consistent with a particular design theme;

(5)

Giving special attention to landscaping, buffering, signage, lighting and building setbacks in
those districts identified as needing special attention; and

(6)

Creating an attractive built environment with consistently high design quality and harmonious
relationships through sound land use planning and design standards.

The following streets will defined as overlay areas in the City of Jonesboro. These overlay areas will run
along the listed streets and shall be adjacent to the streets for a distance of 300 feet from the street rightof-way. If a portion of the property falls within the boundary of the overlay area, the whole property will be
held to the requirements of the overlay area.
Southwest Drive (Hwy 18/49) from West City Limits to Culberhouse Road
I-555/Hwy 63 the entire length inside of city limits of Jonesboro
West Washington from Hwy 63 to Gee Street
Stadium Drive (Hwy 1) from city limits to I-555
Red Wolf from I-555 to Johnson
Nettleton from South city limits to Red Wolf
Johnson from North city limits to Red Wolf
Dan Avenue (Hwy 91) from Hwy 63 to Gee Street
Highland (Hwy 18) East city limits to Red Wolf
Church (Hwy 141) from North city limits to Johnson (Hwy 49)
Landscape: In addition to the requirements for landscaping in the City of Jonesboro, the property inside
the overlay district, corridors will be required to add additional landscape. Buffer Yards: All area will be
required to have front, rear, and side buffer yards. Front shall be 25’ grass vegetative buffer. Side yards
shall be 10’ grass vegetative buffer, rear yards shall be 10’ grass vegetative buffer, and exterior side
yards shall be 15’ of vegetative buffer. In addition to the buffer areas, the front and exterior side yards
shall have trees planted on 25 foot centers. Tree species to be planted within these corridors should
consist of plants that are native to the area.
Signage: Monument signs shall be the only type of signage allowed of the buildings in the Overlay
District. The monument sign shall be ground mounted and match the architectural features of the
building. The maximum height of the monument shall be eight feet in height for a single tenant building,
and twelve feet in height for a multi-tenant building. The advertising area of the sign cannot contain over
50 percent of the sign face as changeable copy. Changeable copy can be static or LED but cannot be
flashing, rotating, or distraction to “motorist” and or “road users”. Signs shall be limited to no more than
one sign per lot unless the lot width is greater than 300’. If greater than 300’, the lot may be allowed an
additional monument sign for every 300’ of frontage.

Design Requirements: All new buildings within the Overlay District shall be required to have exterior
features of at least 80% brick, wood, or stone. Glass, architectural metals and stucco should only be
used as accent features for the building. If parking lots are located in the fronts of the buildings, they
should landscape islands at a ratio of one island for every ten parking spaces. All parking lot lighting with
the overlay district shall be limited to full cutoff fixtures with a pole height not to exceed 18 feet. There
shall be no light spillage onto adjacent property within this district.
(b)

Adoption. The city council, upon recommendation from the planning commission, may adopt overlay
and special purpose districts as the needs are identified in order to implement specific purposes,
intents, and design standards generally consistent with comprehensive plan provisions for the area
being regulated, which shall be applied as additional standards to other city regulations. The
development standards for the Town Center Overlay District shall control over the underlying zoning
classification(s) that may exist on the property prior to adoption of the overlay district. Such overlay
districts shall be adopted and made a part of the zoning ordinance through the standard amendment
procedures; and upon adoption, the boundaries of such overlay districts shall be delineated on the
official zoning map.

(c)

LU-O—Limited use overlay district.
(1)

Purpose. By providing for flexible use of property development standards tailored to individual
projects or specific properties, the LU-O district is intended to:
a.

Ensure compatibility among incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses;

b.

Ease the transition from one zoning district to another;

c.

Address sites or land uses with special requirements; and

d.

Guide development in unusual situations or unique circumstances.

(2)

Application. The LU-O district may be applied in combination with any base zoning district. The
designation may be requested by an applicant or proposed by the planning commission or city
council during their consideration of a rezoning request.

(3)

Use and property development standards. When accompanied by a rezoning request from the
property owner, the LU-O district can be used to restrict the use and property development
standards of an underlying base zoning district, as applied to specific parcels of land. All LU-O
requirements are in addition to, and supplement all other applicable standards and
requirements of the underlying zoning district. Restrictions and conditions imposed by an LU-O
district are limited to the following:
a.

Prohibiting otherwise permitted or conditional uses and accessory uses or making a
permitted use a conditional use;

b.

Decreasing the number or density of dwelling units that may be constructed on the site;

c.

Limiting the size of nonresidential buildings that may be placed on a site;

d.

Increasing minimum lot size or lot width;

e.

Increasing minimum yard and setback requirements; and

f.

Restricting access to abutting properties and nearby roads.

(4)

Method of adoption/amendment. As an overlay district, the LU-O designation shall be applied
for in accordance with standard rezoning procedures. Once LU-O zoning is established, any
amendments shall also require review and approval in accordance with rezoning procedures.

(5)

Effect of LU-O designation. Restrictions imposed through an LU-O district are considered part
of this chapter. All property included in an LU-O district shall be delineated on the official zoning
map by adding the letters LU to the abbreviation for the base zoning district. The rezoning
ordinance and record plat for the property must list all of the modifications and restrictions
imposed pursuant to the LU-O designation. The restrictions imposed will be considered part of

the text of this chapter, and a violation of the restrictions shall be considered a violation of the
zoning chapter.
(d.1)

TC-O—Town center overlay district.
(1)

General purpose. The purpose of the TC-O, town center overlay district, is to promote the
development of a pedestrian oriented, mixed use district in which a variety of complementary
retail, commercial, office, civic, and residential uses are permitted. The intent of the TC-O
regulations are to:
a.

Preserve, enhance, or create many forms of publicly accessible open space, such as
parks, plazas, water features, tree-lined streets and community gathering areas.

b.

Create a compact concentration of land uses within each development through multiple
uses in a single building, or in the same general area.

c.

Encourage a sense of place through street level activity by allowing the imaginative and
efficient utilization of land and to develop a sense of community by promoting year-round
pedestrian and outdoor activities at the street level.

d.

Reduce the dependence upon and dominance of the automobile through street design,
shared parking, pedestrian scaled buildings and pedestrian pathways and spaces.

e.

Achieve a unique aesthetic design through high quality architecture and construction with
attention to placement, relationship and orientation of structures to provide a greater
compatibility with surrounding land uses.

(2)

Applicability. The TC-O is an overlay district applied to an underlying base zoning district. The
TC-O district may be applied to a parcel or contiguous group of parcels where the underlying
zoning classification(s) supports a mix of permitted land uses or conforms to the city's land use
map and comprehensive plan. The provisions of the TC-O shall control over the underlying
base zoning district(s).

(3)

Method of adoption. The TC-O district shall be established according to the standard
procedures for rezoning.

(4)

Town center approval procedure. A proposed town center development shall require review
and approval according to the planned unit development review procedures. According to the
provisions of this ordinance.

(5)

Phasing of development. At the time of preliminary plan approval, the applicant may request
approval of, and the planning commission may approve, a phasing plan for the development, in
which case the following standards shall apply. Each phase shall be related to surrounding
areas and available public facilities including utilities in such a manner that failure to proceed to
subsequent phases will not adversely affect those areas or facilities. Each completed phase
shall comply with all applicable standards. The infrastructure as installed shall be sufficient to
accommodate each phase of the development.

(6)

Town center development standards.
a.

The minimum contiguous land area included in a single town center development shall be
40 acres. For purposes of this provision, land shall be deemed to be contiguous if all parts
are under unified control of the applicant and all parts abut or are separated by only a road,
easement or right-of-way.

b.

Permitted uses. The following uses are permitted subject to site plan requirements and
applicable density and design provisions:
1.

Residential (all types including single family attached and detached and carriage
homes).

2.

Multifamily residential (including units above non-residential use).

3.

Senior living and retirement homes.

4.

Convenience stores (including fuel dispensing).

5.

Pharmacies.

6.

Grocery stores.

7.

Theaters.

8.

Hotels and motels.

9.

Conference center.

10.

Financial institutions.

11.

Medical services and outpatient services facilities.

12.

Schools and vocational instruction facilities.

13.

Day care and extended care facilities.

14.

Sports and fitness.

15.
16.

Business or professional offices.

17.

Research and development facilities.

18.

Retail sales and services.

19.

Single tenant stores up to 100,000 square feet gross floor area.

20.

Self-storage (mini-storage) and associated offices.

21.

Personal services.

22.

Restaurants and cafés.

23.

Indoor recreational facilities.

24.

c.

Mixed-use developments where residential dwelling units are integrated into
buildings with non-residential uses.

Outdoor seating associated with restaurants or cafés subject to applicable licensing
requirements.

25.

Live/work.

26.

Home occupations.

27.

Places of Worship.

28.

College or university.

29.

Utility, major and minor.

30.

Communication tower.

31.

Accessory structures to primary permitted land use.

Height, bulk and area requirements—Residential uses. Height, bulk, area and buffer
requirements shall be as follows:
1.

Single-family detached dwellings and two-family detached dwellings:
(a)

Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(b)

Minimum side yard: Ten feet wide.

(c)

Minimum front yard: 25 feet.

(d)

Minimum lot area: 4,000 square feet per dwelling unit.

(e)

Maximum lot coverage: 60 percent.

(f)
2.

3.

d.

Maximum height: Three stories.

Single-family attached (excluding multi-family):
(a)

Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(b)

Minimum side yard: Ten feet.

(c)

Minimum front yard: 25 feet.

(d)

Minimum lot area: 4,000 square feet per dwelling unit.

(e)

Maximum lot coverage: 60 percent.

(f)

Maximum height: Three stories.

Multi-family dwellings:
(a)

Minimum rear yard: 25 feet.

(b)

Minimum side yard: Each 15 feet wide.

(c)

Minimum front yard: 25 feet.

(d)

Minimum lot area: 1,500 square feet per dwelling unit.

(e)

Maximum lot coverage: 60 percent.

(f)

Maximum height: Four Five stories.

Height, bulk and area requirements—Non-residential and mixed uses.
1.

Non-residential and mixed uses.
(a)

The maximum allowable height for non-residential and mixed use buildings shall
be seven nine stories.

(b)

Setback requirements for parcels fronting upon arterials and collectors and
parcels located along perimeter boundary of the town center:

(c)

(1)

Minimum rear yard: 20 feet.

(2)

Minimum side yard: Ten feet.

(3)

Minimum front yard: 25 feet.

Setback requirements for parcels fronting upon local streets within the town
center:
(1)

Minimum rear yard: Ten feet.

(2)

Minimum side yard: Zero feet.

(3)

e.

Minimum front yard: Five feet (build-to line shall be five feet unless a lesser
front yard is approved with corresponding build-to line).

(d)

Minimum lot area: N/A.

(e)

Maximum lot coverage: 90 percent.

(f)

Maximum building coverage: 70 percent.

Land area and density requirements. It is the intent of the TC-O to create a mixed-use
environment that includes a combination of residential and non-residential uses. To ensure
an appropriate mix of permitted land uses, the TC-O shall adhere to the following:
1.

Non-residential and mixed uses (that combine residential and non-residential uses in
a vertical building configuration) shall occupy a range of 50 to 70 percent of the total
land area of the town center including rights-of-way and open space.

f.

g.

2.

Residential land uses shall occupy a range of 30 to 50 percent of the total land area of
the town center including rights-of-way and open space.

3.

In order to provide a mix of residential types, a range of 50 to 70 percent of the total
land area devoted to residential use within the town center shall be developed as
single-family detached and attached (excluding multi-family). Multi-family (excluding
single-family attached) may occupy a range of 30 to 50 percent of the total land area
devoted to residential uses. In the case of residential uses such as lofts above ground
floor retail/office located within the non-residential or mixed-use land area of the town
center, there shall be no prescribed minimum or maximum acreage or units.

Big box/large retail establishment requirements. It is the intent of the TC-O to create a
unique pedestrian-oriented environment through mixed uses and pedestrian scaled design.
Each large retail establishment containing more than 50,000 gross square feet is required
to provide pedestrian scaled design through the incorporation of several of the following
recommended design elements:
•

Arcades.

•

Arches or recessed archways.

•

Architectural detailing.

•

Awnings, canopies or porticos.

•

Changes in massing.

•

Changes in material.

•

Multiple customer entries.

•

Display windows.

•

Dormers.

•

Peaked roof forms.

•

Outdoor gathering spaces.

•

Raised cornice parapets over entries.

•

Separate shops (or the appearance of separate shops) with separate entrances placed
in front of the larger building.

•

Varying plate heights.

Open space requirements. The intent of the TC-O is to allow for the creative design of
plazas, green spaces, and focal elements for retail, office, residential, or mixed use land
uses.
1.

All town center developments shall provide usable open space, or spaces which allow
for the interaction among pedestrians and with the surrounding environment.

2.

A minimum of ten percent of the gross land area of a town center development shall
be designated and preserved as common open space or private open space.
Landscape amenities, recreation facilities or structures and accessory uses in
common areas shall be considered as open space if the total impervious surfaces
such as paving and roofs constitute no more than 15 percent of the total open space.
A property owners' association shall be responsible for continued maintenance of
common open space areas.

3.

Usable open spaces should provide as many seating opportunities as possible
through the placement of moveable chairs, sidewalk cafes and planter walls.

4.

Activities such as street vendors, open air markets, kiosks, and festivals are
encouraged to promote pedestrian usage.

5.

Usable outdoor space shall be privately owned and maintained by the developer or
property owners' association. However, if the determination has been made by the city
council that a particular usable open space serves not only the patrons of the
development but the greater community as a whole, the city may provide assistance
to aid in the development and maintenance of the public space.

6.

When possible, the integration of storm drainage and detention should be designed to
enhance the public space and improve water quality.

7.

Usable space should be designed to create outdoor rooms, by limiting the interaction
with moving vehicles and partially surrounding the space with buildings, landscaping
elements, and architectural features.

h.

Traffic impact study. A traffic impact study will be prepared and submitted to the City of
Jonesboro addressing traffic impacts associated with the development of the town center.
The traffic impact study will also address access management relative to placement and
configuration of street intersections and entrances to the town center.

i.

Architectural guidelines. Building façades should be varied and articulated to provide visual
interest to pedestrians. Buildings should be proportioned and defined by clear façade
elements such as a base, middle, and top. Building architecture shall adhere to the
following architectural guidelines:
1.

Buildings are encouraged to have a pedestrian scaled design by achieving the
following:
•

Using heavier building materials at the bottom of the building.

•

Using roof details such as cornice, caps or parapets at the top of the building.

•

Alternating roof styles, heights, and elements.

•

Dormers.

•

Varying window heights and styles.

•

Mix of architectural materials and styles.

2.

Buildings on corner lots shall be considered significant structures since they have two
street-facing facades. All such facades shall have appropriate scale and massing.
Additional stories or prominent roof design and architectural elements are encouraged
to emphasize the location.

3.

Buildings located at "gateways" into and out of the town center development should
be designed with additional height or architectural elements to reinforce their
prominence. Pedestrian elements such as plazas, fountains, and special landscaping
treatments are also encouraged.

4.

Focal points of visual termination should generally be occupied by prominent buildings
and structures that employ enhanced height, massing, distinctive architectural
elements, ornamental site elements or other distinguishing features.

5.

Fenestration (door and window openings) shall be sized to the scale of the building
and detailed based upon building architecture including an appropriate amount of
fenestration on first floor façades facing public streets. Fenestration design shall
properly address maximum sill height and minimum window head height based upon
the height of the first floor measured from finished grade. Use of repeating window
patterns and details are encouraged to unify design.

6.

Entrances into buildings should be easily identified through the use of building design
and detailing. Projected or recessed entryways, higher rooflines, awnings, or changes
in building material are examples that can create this effect.

j.

7.

No building shall have long expanses of uniform or flat walls. Reasonable articulation
of building facades shall be provided by using offsets, recesses and/or projections,
changes in plane, changes in height, windows, awnings, arcades and/or colonnades.
Use of awnings shall be limited to above windows and entrances.

8.

No buildings shall have long expanses of uniform roof planes. Reasonable articulation
of roof lines shall be provided by using a pitched roof, partial roof, or parapet walls of
varying heights, dormers, overhangs, arches, stepped roofs, gables, or other similar
design. All flat roofs shall be screened with parapets on all sides of the building. If no
roof top equipment exists, the parapet shall be a minimum of 18 inches high. All
parapets shall feature cornice treatments and shall provide a cap to demonstrate that
the upper edge is the top of the building.

9.

Ground mounted mechanical equipment shall be screened from view with wing walls
consisting of comparable design and building materials as the main building structure,
landscaping, or a combination of both.

10.

Loading areas (shipping and receiving docks) shall be located and/or screened in
such as manner that the loading area is not visible to passing motorists along a public
street and/or highway serving the town center development.

11.

Buildings should provide a unifying theme while maintaining each building's
individual character.

12.

Materials should change with the change in building planes; however, all material
should keep within the chosen theme.

13.

Reflective glass or mirrored glass is strongly discouraged. Efforts should be made to
use clear glass on storefronts, windows and doors to promote the connection of the
interior and exterior of buildings.

14.

All sides of all buildings open to public view should be treated with the same level of
architectural style.

15.

Trim and structural elements such as posts or columns shall be sized to the scale of
the building and detailed appropriately to the theme. When used, masonry materials
shall have the appearance of three-dimensional elements.

16.

Corporate franchise design where the building functions as a trademark shall be
permissible only if it incorporates architectural elements which are compatible with the
overall theme and uniqueness of the development.

17.

No outdoor storage shall be permitted unless such storage is visually screened from
view to passing motorists along a public street and/or highway serving the town center
development by the use of landscaping and/or a suitable solid fence constructed of
masonry or wood at least six feet in height or a combination thereof. No storage
materials may be visible above the screening measure. Screening shall be well
maintained.

Building materials. Any exterior building wall facing a street or highway located within the
town center development, shall be constructed of one or a combination of the following
materials:
1.

Clay or masonry brick.

2.

Customized concrete masonry with striated, scored or broken faced brick type units
(sealed) with color consistent with design theme.

3.

Poured in place and tilt-up walls shall have a finish of stone, a texture or a coating.

4.

Poured in place, tilt-up or pre-cast concrete.

5.

Natural stone.

k.

6.

At a minimum, industrial buildings shall be constructed having the lower one-third of
the structure being of architectural masonry, architectural composite aluminum or
steel panels, glass, or a combination of these materials on all sides not facing a public
street. The front façade of an industrial building shall be one of or a combination of the
materials enumerated in items 1. through 5. of this subsection.

7.

All roof drains of a structure must be integral to the design and non-apparent.

8.

Accessory structures including refuse enclosures shall be of comparable design and
building materials as the principal structure.

Signs.
1.

2.

The following signs are permitted in accordance with the zoning ordinance:
(a)

Principal or monument ground signs.

(b)

Integrated shopping center signs.

(c)

Wall signs.

(d)

Menu board (limited to one sign per business).

(e)

Suspended signs.

(f)

Construction signs.

(g)

Directory signs (ground and wall mounted).

(h)

Special event signs.

(i)

Real estate signs.

(j)

Window signs.

(k)

Gasoline trade signs.

(l)

Sandwich signs (associated with restaurant or café).

The following signs are not permitted:
(a)

Changeable copy signs (including LED/message signage).

(b)

Flags.

(c)

Internally illuminated signs.

(d)

Pole signs.

(e)

Tag signs.

(f)

Open channel letter signs.

(g)

Flashing or animated signs.

(h)

Off-premises signs.

(i)
3.

Roof signs.

Signs shall comply with the following guidelines:
(a)

All ground-mounted signs shall include landscaping around the entire base of
the sign structure. Landscaping shall consist of multiple rows of evergreen and
deciduous plant materials and seasonal varietals that add visual interest to the
sign. All landscaping shall be irrigated and properly maintained.

(b)

Signs shall not create a traffic hazard. All entrance and freestanding signs
located near corners of a street intersection shall be located outside of the clear
sight triangle based upon the design speed of the intersecting streets upon which
the sign will be located.

l.

(c)

No principal or monument ground sign shall exceed 12 feet in height, 15 feet in
length and three feet in width.

(d)

No integrated shopping center sign shall exceed a total of 200 square feet on
one side for any one integrated shopping center sign. If a shopping center fronts
upon more than one public street, no more than two integrated shopping center
signs shall be permitted for a shopping center.

(e)

One menu board sign per business shall be allowed provided the menu board
shall not exceed a total of 25 square feet of display surface. A microphone shall
be permitted to be integrated into the design of the menu board sign structure to
communicate with patrons.

(f)

Sign structures shall be of comparable design and building materials as the main
building structure.

(g)

The area of a wall sign shall not exceed, in square feet, two times the lineal front
footage of the business or office.

(h)

Window signs shall not exceed 15 percent of the total window surface of the first
floor or street level of the building.

(i)

Signs are required to be internally illuminated block letters mounted on a
raceway. Backlit letters and indirectly illuminated signs are acceptable. Three
colors maximum are allowed for signs with up to two font styles. Ground mounted
building identification signs shall have fully enclosed solid bases of either brick or
stone, mounted at the ground plane. No supporting structural members are to be
exposed.

Vehicle use area design guidelines. The intent of the TC-O is to create small, shared,
aesthetically landscaped and screened parking lots which are designed to function not only
in the interest of accommodating automobiles, but in the interest of the pedestrian.
1.

Parking areas should consist of separated parking fields that are aesthetically
pleasing, landscaped to screen the public views and located so as not to be the
dominant feature along any street or intersection.

2.

Parking structures and lots should be designed to contribute to an attractive
appearance of the streetscape and not deter from the pedestrian orientation of the
district.

3.

Parking requirements will be in accordance with section 117-324, Off-street parking
and loading requirements. Parking requirements may be reduced if the applicant can
provide data that substantiates potential parking demand that is less than the
minimum prescribed parking standard. The applicant may use shared parking, onstreet parking, off-street parking, and other considerations including mass transit to
reduce the number of required parking spaces.

4.

Parking should be located to utilize natural landscape and topography.

5.

To promote a higher level of pedestrian awareness, the use of alternate paving
materials to designate pedestrian traffic areas from vehicular use areas and travel
lanes is encouraged.

6.

The design of all streets (public and private) and parking lots shall permit the travel of
the fire department's vehicle access requirements.

7.

On-street parking may be permitted on public street classified as local street or less
on the most current master street plan.

8.

Pedestrian travel ways should be separated from vehicular traffic with landscaping,
on-street parking, bollards, special paving, or any other feature which identifies the
pedestrian space.

9.

Parking lots of contiguous developments within the town center should, where
possible, interconnect among the different developments to encourage continuous
movement of traffic to reduce traffic flow on public streets and to minimize the need
for excessive curb cuts.

m.

Sidewalks. Sidewalks shall be provided on both sides of all local (public and private) and
collector streets within a town center development.

n.

Streets. The planning commission may allow reduced street right-of-way and pavement
widths within town center developments provided the planning commission determines that
pedestrian amenities or transit improvements will be made to reduce dependency on the
automobile.
1.

The planning commission may allow both public and private streets including alleys
within a town center. The planning commission may allow private streets to vary from
public street design standards where such deviations demonstrate safe design that
supports pedestrian-friendly streetscapes and street hierarchies within the town
center.

o.

Underground utilities. All service facilities must be placed underground except those that by
their nature must be on or above ground, such as streets, fire hydrants, and open storm
water courses. The applicant is responsible for making the necessary arrangements with
utility providers and other appropriate entities when installing utilities and service facilities.

p.

Site lighting.

q.

1.

A uniform lighting plan shall be established for the town Center Development. Lighting
shall be provided along public and private streets, pedestrian ways, and in off-street
parking and loading areas. Outdoor lighting shall be located and shielded to prevent
spillover lighting in residential areas. The lighting source should not be directly visible
from adjoining properties. Floodlights, unshielded wall pack units, other types of
unshielded lights, and lights where the lens is visible outside of the light fixture shall
be prohibited. The design and style of light fixtures shall provide for a common design
theme throughout the entire town center to reinforce a sense of place. Sidewalks and
parking areas shall be properly lit to facilitate safe movement of pedestrians and
vehicles and provide a secure environment. In parking areas, the light intensity shall
average a minimum of 1.0 foot candle, measured five feet above the surface. In
pedestrian areas, the light intensity shall average a minimum of 2.0 foot candles,
measured five feet above the surface. Maximum average light intensity shall be ten
foot candles.

2.

Light poles are to be neutral, preferably dark in color and not made of wood. All
parking and security lights are to be cutoff luminaries. The height of light fixtures
should be in proportion to the building mass, preferably no taller than the building
height. Lighting for pedestrian areas should be 12—15 feet in height. Ground-oriented
pedestrian scale lighting should be considered as an alternative to polemounted
fixtures along pedestrian walkways at three to four feet in height.

Mechanical equipment. All air conditioning units, HVAC systems, exhaust pipes or stacks,
elevator housing and satellite dishes and other telecommunications receiving devices shall
be thoroughly screened from view from the public right-of-way and from adjacent
properties, using walls, fences, roof elements, penthouse-type screening devices or
landscaping.

(7)

Paths and trails. Bicycle paths and pedestrian trails are strongly encouraged to link residential
areas with commercial and mixed-use nodes, schools and other activity areas inside and
outside the town center development. The requirement for sidewalks may be waived by the
planning commission if paths or trails are provided.

(8)

Parks and recreation areas. A town center development should include usable open space that
provides passive and/or active gathering places and activity and special event spaces.

(d.2)

VR-O—Village residential overlay district.
(1)

General purpose. The purpose of the VR-O, village residential overlay district, is to promote
greater integration of use and design and more potential for physical and social interaction
within the city's newly developing neighborhoods.
The VR-O regulations are intended to encourage the creation of neighborhoods with the
following characteristics:
a.

Pedestrian scale;

b.

A mix of uses, i.e., all types of housing and supporting retail and service uses;

c.

Unified planning, design and appearance; and

d.

Inclusion of amenities and pedestrian connections to such amenities (e.g., parks, open
space, schools, cultural facilities, etc.).

(2)

Applicability. The city council, upon recommendation from the planning commission, may adopt
overlay and special purpose districts as the needs are identified in order to implement specific
purposes, intents, and design standards generally consistent with comprehensive plan
provisions for the area being regulated, which shall be applied as additional standards to other
city regulations. The development standards for the village residential overlay district shall
control over the underlying zoning classification(s) that may exist on the property prior to
adoption of the overlay district. Such overlay districts shall be adopted and made a part of the
zoning ordinance through the standard amendment procedures; and upon adoption, the
boundaries of such overlay districts shall be delineated on the official zoning map.

(3)

Method of adoption. The VR-O district shall be established according to the standard
procedures for rezoning.

(4)

Effect of VR-O classification. The VR-O is an overlay district applied to an underlying base
zoning district. The VR-O district may be applied to a parcel or contiguous group of parcels
where the underlying zoning classification(s) supports a mix of permitted land uses or conforms
to the city's land use map and comprehensive plan. The provisions of the VR-O shall control
over the underlying base zoning district(s).

(5)

Village residential approval procedure. A proposed village residential development shall require
review and approval according to the planned unit development review procedures.
requirements within this ordinance.

(6)

Phasing of development. At the time of preliminary plan approval, the developer may request
approval of, and the planning commission may approve, a phasing plan for the development, in
which case the following standards shall apply. Each phase shall be related to surrounding
areas and available public facilities in such a manner that failure to proceed to subsequent
phases will not adversely affect those areas or facilities. Each completed phase shall comply
with all applicable standards. The infrastructure as installed shall be sufficient to accommodate
each phase of the development.

(7)

Village residential development standards.
a.

Minimum site area. The minimum contiguous land area included in a single village
residential development shall be 25 10 acres. For the purpose of this provision, land shall
be deemed to be contiguous if all parts are under unified control of the applicant and all
parts abut or are separated by only a road, easement or right-of-way.

b.

Uses.
1.

Residential. Any type of residential use may be allowed in the VR-O district, subject to
required approval procedures, and the following limitations:

2.

(8)

(i)

Single-family. A minimum of 51 percent of the total number of dwelling units
within a village residential development shall be single-family attached or
detached.

(ii)

Other residential. No more than 49 percent of the total number of dwelling units
within a village residential development may be other than single-family, e.g.,
duplex, multifamily, manufactured housing.

Nonresidential. The following nonresidential uses shall be allowed within the VR-O
district, if approved according to the PD approval procedures:
(i)

Uses allowed in RS. Any nonresidential use permitted in the RS district shall also
be a permitted use in the VR-O district.

(ii)

Bank or financial institution. Banks and financial institutions are permitted uses in
the VR-O district.

(iii)

Convenience store. Convenience stores, including those that sell gasoline, are
permitted uses in the VR-O district.

(iv)

Day care, limited. Daycare family homes are permitted in this district.

(v)

Medical service. Medical services are permitted in the VR-O district.

(vi)

Restaurants. Restaurants are permitted uses in the VR-O district, provided they
do not exceed a 100 person seating capacity.

(vii)

Retail sales/service. Retail sales and service uses are permitted in the VR-O
district, provided that no individual retail sales or service use may exceed 4,000
square feet of gross floor area.

Residential property development standards.
a.

Maximum density. The maximum single-family residential density within a village
residential development shall not exceed 5.5 units per acre.

b.

Minimum lot size. The minimum lot size for single-family residential uses shall be 6,000
square feet.

c.

Setbacks. The setback standards of the underlying base zoning district shall apply unless
the planning commission approves an alternative setback plan for the village residential
development. In general, reduced building setbacks from streets are appropriate in a
village residential development.

d.

Maximum height. Residential uses shall not exceed 35 feet in height, measured from the
highest land elevation to the eaves.

e.

Maximum building coverage. Residential uses shall not exceed 50 percent lot coverage.

f.

Commercial floor area limit. No more than 10,000 square feet gross floor area of
commercial floor space shall be allowed per 100 dwelling units within a village residential
development.

g.

Setbacks. The setback standards of the underlying base zoning district shall apply unless
the planning commission approves an alternative setback plan for the village residential
development.

h.

Lot coverage. The maximum ground coverage of any nonresidential use within a village
residential development, which includes building and other site improvements, shall not
exceed 70 percent of the lot.

i.

Maximum height. The maximum height of any nonresidential use in the VR-O district shall
be 30 feet, determined by current fire and building codes, and airport overlay districts
measured from the highest land elevation to the eaves.

(9)

(e)

Design guidelines and standards. In reviewing plans for a village residential development, and,
as a condition of any density bonus and any permitting of commercial uses, the planning
commission shall evaluate the proposal in light of the policies and guidelines in the
comprehensive plan, and in light of the following standards and guidelines:
a.

Sidewalks. Sidewalks shall be provided on both sides of all local and collector streets
within a village residential development.

b.

Streets. The planning commission may allow reduced street right-of-way and pavement
widths within village residential developments if the planning commission determines that
pedestrian amenities or transit improvements will be made to reduce dependency on the
automobile.

c.

Open space. A minimum of 20 percent of the gross area of a village residential
development shall be designated and preserved as common open space or private open
space. Recreation facilities or structures and accessory uses in common areas shall be
considered as open space if the total impervious surfaces such as paving and roofs
constitute no more than ten percent of the total open space area. A property owners
association shall be responsible for continued maintenance of common open space areas.

d.

Landscaping and buffering. Trees, shrubs and other plant materials should be installed
within open space areas of a village residential development. Shade trees shall be installed
to shade sidewalks and parking lots. Landscape buffers consisting of trees, shrubs, earth
berms and other landscape features shall be provided to screen incompatible uses from
one another. Low density residential areas should, for example, be screened from high
density residential uses and from nonresidential uses.

e.

Outdoor lighting. A uniform lighting plan should be established for the village residential
development. Lighting should be provided along streets and sidewalks, and in off-street
parking areas. Out- door lighting shall be located and shielded to prevent spillover lighting
in residential areas.

f.

Underground utilities. All service facilities must be placed underground except those that by
their nature must be on or above ground, such as streets, fire hydrants and open watercourses. The developer is responsible for making the necessary arrangements with utility
companies and other appropriate entities when installing utilities and service facilities.

g.

Housing design. Pedestrian-oriented design features are strongly encouraged within the
VR-O district. To that end, front porches, reduced street setbacks, rear alleys, garage
placement to the side or rear of houses, and other design features that emphasize the
pedestrian over the automobile are encouraged within village residential developments.

h.

Architectural compatibility. At the time of plan review, the developer of a village residential
development shall be required to present plans for insuring architectural compatibility
within the development. In addition to the general design of buildings, such plans shall
address uniform signage and landscaping.

i.

Paths and trails. Bicycle paths and pedestrian trails are strongly encouraged to link
residential areas with commercial nodes, schools and other activity areas inside and
outside the development. The requirement for sidewalks may be waived by the planning
commission if paths or trails are provided.

j.

Parks and recreation areas. A village residential development should include recreation
facilities and amenities, such as swimming pools, playfields and other areas. The planning
commission may require the provision of private recreational amenities within a village
residential development if the planning commission determines that adequate park and
recreation facilities do not exist within a one-mile radius of the village residential
development.

JMA-O—Jonesboro municipal airport overlay district.

(1)

Establishment of airport overlay district. The following airport overlay zones are established
within the JMA-O district. These zones include all land lying beneath the approach surfaces,
transitional surfaces, horizontal surfaces, and conical surfaces as they apply to the city
municipal airport.

(2)

Utility runway visual approach zone. The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the
width of the primary surface and is 250 feet wide. The approach zone expands outward
uniformly to a width of 1,250 feet at a horizontal distance of 5,000 feet from the primary surface.
Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline of the runway.

(3)

Runway larger than utility with a visibility minimum as low as three-quarter-mile nonprecision
instrument approach zone. The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the width of the
primary surface and is 1,000 feet wide. The approach zone expands outward uniformly to a
width of 4,00 feet at a horizontal distance of 10,000 feet from the primary surface. Its centerline
is the continuation of the centerline of the runway.

(4)

Precision instrument runway approach zone. The inner edge of this approach zone coincides
with the width of the primary surface and is 1,000 feet wide. The approach zone expands
outward uniformly to a width of 16,000 feet at a horizontal distance of 50,000 feet from the
primary surface. Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline of the runway.

(5)

Transitional zones. The transitional zones are the areas beneath the transitional surfaces.

(6)

Horizontal zone. The horizontal zone is established by swing-arcs of 5,000 feet radii for all
runways designated utility or visual, and 10,000 feet for all others from the center of each end of
the primary surface of each runway and connecting the adjacent arcs by drawing lines tangent
to those arcs. The horizontal zone does not include the approach and transitional zones.

(7)

Conical zone. The conical zone is established as the area that commences at the periphery of
the horizontal zone and extends outward therefrom a horizontal distance of 4,000 feet.

(8)

Airport zoning map. The airport overlay zones established by this section are shown on the city
municipal airport zoning map which, together with all notations, references and other
information shown thereon, shall be as much a part of this chapter as if specifically set forth
herein. Any area shown as located in more than one of the following zones shall be considered
to be located only in the zone with the more restrictive height limitation.

(9)

Height limitations. Unless otherwise specifically provided in these regulations, no structure shall
be erected, altered, or maintained, and no tree shall be allowed to exceed the maximum
permitted height of the airport overlay zone in which it is located. The following maximum height
limits shall not be construed as prohibiting the construction or maintenance of any structure, or
growth of any tree to a height up to 50 feet above the surface of the land:
a.

Utility runway visual approach zone. Slopes 20 feet outward for each foot upward
beginning at the end of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and extending to
a horizontal distance of 5,000 along the extended runway centerline.

b.

Runway larger than utility with a visibility minimum as low as three-quarter-mile
nonprecision instrument approach zone. Slopes 34 feet outward for each foot upward
beginning at the end of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and extending to
a horizontal distance of 10,000 feet along the extended runway centerline.

c.

Precision instrument runway approach zone. Slopes 50 feet outward for each foot upward
beginning at the end of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and extending to
a horizontal distance of 10,000 feet along the extended runway centerline; thence slopes
upward 40 feet horizontally for each foot vertically to an additional horizontal distance of
40,000 feet along the extended runway centerline.

d.

Transitional zones. Slopes seven feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the sides
of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and the approach surface, and
extending to a height of 150 feet above the airport elevation which is 258 feet above mean
sea level. In addition to the foregoing, there are established height limits sloping seven feet

outward for each foot upward beginning at the sides of and the same elevation as the
approach surface, and extending to where they intersect the conical surface. Where the
precision instrument runway approach zone projects beyond the conical zone, there are
established height limits sloping seven feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the
sides of and the same elevation as the approach surface, and extending a horizontal
distance of 5,000 feet measured at 90 degree angles to the extended runway centerline.

(10)

e.

Horizontal zone. Established at 150 feet above the airport elevation or at a height of 408
feet above mean sea level.

f.

Conical zone. Slopes 20 feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the periphery of the
horizontal zone and at 150 feet above the airport elevation and extending to a height of
350 feet above the airport elevation.

Use limitations. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, no use may be made of
land or water within any airport overlay zone in such a manner so as to create electrical
interference with navigational signals or radio communication between the city municipal airport
and aircraft; make it difficult for pilots to distinguish between city municipal airport, and other
facilities; impair visibility in the vicinity of the airport; create bird strike hazards; or otherwise in
any way endanger or interfere with the landing, takeoff, or maneuvering of aircraft intending to
use the city municipal airport.

(11)

Nonconforming uses.
a.

Regulations not retroactive. The airport overlay district regulations prescribed in this
section shall not require the removal, lowering, or other change or alteration of any
structure or tree that does not comply with the airport overlay district regulations, nor shall
the airport overlay district regulations otherwise interfere with the continuance of a
nonconforming use. Nothing contained herein shall require any change in the construction,
alteration, or intended use of any structure, the construction or alteration of which was
begun prior to October 20, 1969, the date of Ordinance No. 1242, which is superseded by
the airport overlay regulations of this chapter, and is diligently pursued.

b.

Marking and lighting. Notwithstanding the provision in subsection (e)(11)a of this section,
the owner of any existing nonconforming structure or tree is hereby required to permit the
installation, operation and maintenance thereon of such markers and lights as shall be
deemed necessary by the city municipal airport commission, to indicate to the operators of
aircraft in the vicinity of the city municipal airport the presence of such airport obstruction.
Such markers and lights shall be installed, operated, and maintained at the expense of the
city.

(12)

Permits.
a.

(13)

Future uses. Except as specifically exempted by the subsection (e)(13) of this section, no
material change shall be made in the use of the land, no structure shall be erected or
otherwise established, and no tree shall be planted in any airport overlay zone unless a
permit has been applied for and granted. Each application for a permit shall indicate the
purpose for which the permit is desired, with sufficient detail to allow a determination of
whether the resulting use, structure, or tree would comply with the regulations of this
section. If the use, structure, or tree complies with the regulations of this section, the permit
shall be granted. No permit for a use inconsistent with the provisions of this airport overlay
district shall be granted unless a variance has been approved by the board of zoning
adjustment.
Exceptions. No permits shall be required for the following:

a.

In the area lying within the limits of the horizontal zone and conical zone, no permit shall be
required for any tree or structure less than 75 feet of vertical height above the ground,
except when, because of terrain, land contour, or topographic features, such tree or
structure would extend above the height limits prescribed for such zones.

b.

In areas lying within the limits of the approach zones, but at a horizontal distance of not
less than 4,200 feet from each end of the runway, no permit shall be required for any tree
or structure less than 75 feet of vertical height above the ground, except when such tree or
structure would extend above the height limit prescribed for such approach zones.

c.

In the areas lying within the limits of the transition zones beyond the perimeter of the
horizontal zone, no permit shall be required for any tree or structure less than 75 feet of
vertical height above the ground, except when such tree or structure would extend above
the height limit prescribed for such approach zones.

(14)

Existing uses. No permit shall be granted that would allow the establishment or creation of an
obstruction or permit a nonconforming use, structure, or tree to become a greater hazard to air
navigation, than it was on June 1, 1987 or than it is when the application for a permit is made.
Except as indicated, all applications for such a permit shall be granted.

(15)

Nonconforming uses abandoned or destroyed. Whenever the city municipal airport
commission determines that a nonconforming tree or structure has been abandoned or more
than 50 percent torn down, physically deteriorated, or decayed, no permit shall be granted that
would allow such structure or tree to exceed the applicable airport overlay zone height limit or
otherwise deviate from the zoning regulations of this chapter.

(16)

Permits for change and repair of nonconforming uses. Before any existing nonconforming
structure or object of natural growth may be altered or repaired, rebuilt, allowed to grow higher,
or replanted, a permit must be secured from the city municipal airport commission authorizing
such change or repair. No such permit shall be granted that would allow the structure or object
of natural growth in question to be made higher or become a greater hazard to air navigation
than it was on June 1, 1987. If the structure or object of natural growth has been more than 50
percent torn down or destroyed, whether voluntarily, by act of nature, or otherwise, or has
become more than 50 percent deteriorated or decayed, no permit shall be granted that would
permit said structure or object of natural growth to exceed the applicable height limit prescribed
by the zoning regulations of this chapter. In all cases of more than 50 percent destruction,
deterioration or decay, whether application is made for a permit for repair or not, the city
municipal airport commission shall by appropriate action compel the owner of the
nonconforming structure or object of natural growth, at the owner's expense, to lower or remove
such object to the extent necessary to conform to the height limitations contained in the airport
overlay district. Except as indicated, all applications for permits for change or repair of
nonconforming uses shall be granted.

(17)

Variances. Any person desiring to erect or increase the height of any structure, or permit the
growth of any tree, or use property, not in accordance with the regulations prescribed in the
airport overlay district, may apply to the board of zoning adjustment for a variance from such
regulations. The application for variance shall be accompanied by a determination from the
Federal Aviation Administration as to the effect of the proposal on the operation of air navigation
facilities and the safe, efficient use of navigable airspace. No application for a variance may be
considered by the board of zoning adjustment unless a copy of the application has been
furnished to the airport manager for advice as to the aeronautical effects of the variance. If the
airport manager does not respond to the application with 15 days of its delivery, the board of
zoning adjustment may act on its own to grant or deny said application.

(18)

Obstruction marking and lighting. Any permit or variance granted may, if such action is
deemed advisable to effectuate the purpose of this airport overlay district, be so conditioned as
to require the owner of the structure or tree in question to install, operate and maintain, at the
owner's expense, such markings and lights as may be necessary. If deemed proper by the
board of zoning adjustment, this condition may be modified to require the owner to permit the
city, at its own expense, to install, operate and maintain the necessary markings and lights.

(19)

Administration.
a.

Permits. All applications for airport overlay district permits shall be made to the city
municipal airport commission upon a form published for that purpose. The city municipal

airport commission shall approve or deny the requested permit within 45 days after receipt.
Building permits are required by the inspection department.
b.

(20)

Variances. All applications for variances shall be made to the board of zoning adjustment.
All such applications shall immediately be submitted by the board of zoning adjustment to
the city municipal airport commission for its recommendation. The city municipal airport
commission shall recommend approval or denial of the requested variance within 45 days
after receipt, and shall forward its recommendation to the board of zoning adjustment for
appropriate action.
Appeals.

a.

Appeals to board of zoning adjustment. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the city
municipal airport commission made in the administration of the airport overlay district may
appeal to board of zoning adjustment.

b.

Effect of appeal. An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed
unless the city municipal airport commission certifies to the city council that, by reason of
the facts stated in the certificate, a stay would, in the opinion of the commission, cause an
eminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings should not be stayed except by
order of the city council, or order of the county circuit court, after appropriate notice to all
parties and a show cause hearing is held.

c.

Judicial review. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the board of zoning adjustment,
may appeal to the county circuit court as provided by A.C.A. § 14-363-208.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.03; Ord. No. 14:026, § 2, 6-3-2014)
Secs. 117-141—117-163. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PD)
Sec. 117-164. - Generally.
(a)

General description. It is the intent of this division to encourage development with superior living
environments brought about through unified development, and to provide for the application of
design ingenuity in such developments, while protecting existing and future surrounding areas in
achieving the goals of the comprehensive plan for development of the city. The PD provisions herein
established, are intended to provide for greater flexibility in the design of buildings, yards, courts,
circulation and open space than would otherwise be possible through the strict application of other
district regulations and to produce:
(1)

A maximum choice in the type of environment and living units available to the public;

(2)

Open space and recreation areas, active and passive;

(3)
(4)

A pattern of development which preserves natural features, prevents soil erosion, and protects
water quality;
A creative approach to the use of land and related physical development;

(5)

An efficient use of land resulting in smaller networks of utilities and streets, and thereby
lowering costs; and

(6)

An environment of stable character. The PD regulations are designed to provide for small- and
large-scale developments incorporating a single type or a variety of residential, commercial, and
related uses which are planned and developed as a unit. Such development may consist of
individual lots or it may have common building sites. Private or public common land and open
space should be an essential and major element of the plan which is related to and affects the

longterm value of the homes and other development. A planned unit shall be a separate entity
with a distinct character.
(b)

Standards of development.
(1)

Ownership control. The land in a planned unit development district shall be owned, leased, or
otherwise controlled by a person, firm, group of individuals, partnership, corporation, or trust,
provided assurances are given through the procedures contained herein that the project can be
successfully completed.

(2)

Minimum district area. The minimum area for a PD district shall be one acre. In calculating the
minimum area for a PD district, the measurements shall include the area of all dedicated streets
entirely within the boundary of the proposed PD, and one-half of the area of all boundary or
perimeter streets.

(3)

Uses permitted.
a.

In order to increase creativity and flexibility in the development of areas suitable for a
planned unit development, there are no specifically prescribed uses which are permitted
within the boundaries of a planned development. The developer shall be responsible for
preparation of a list of permitted uses within the specific planned development requested.
The development list shall take into account the nature and purpose of the PD area, and
such uses and locations shall be appropriate with the surrounding development.

b.

At the time of the preapplication plan and conference, the applicant shall generally describe
the nature and types of land uses to be located within the boundaries of the PD district. At
the time of zoning application and consideration of the preliminary plat, a specific written
list of uses to be permitted by right shall be submitted for review by the planning
commission. Following approval by the planning commission and city council, the list of
specific uses permitted by right shall serve as the control list in issuance of building permits
and certificates of occupancy.

c.

In addition to the permitted uses in subsections (b)(3)a and (b)(3)b of this section that are
established by right, certain other uses may be prescribed by the developer in accordance
with the restrictions included herein and said uses are designated as conditional uses.
These uses more intensely dominate the area in which they are located than do other uses
which might be permitted in the PD district and, as such, they require special
considerations and restrictions. If the developer and/or planning commission agree that
certain conditional uses should be included within the PD district, the applicant shall
precisely indicate the specific use, its location, area to be included, maximum building
square footage, and such other information as required by the planning commission to
properly and comprehensively evaluate the nature and impact of such conditional uses.
When such conditional uses are approved at the time of rezoning, they shall not be
subsequently changed to any other use until and unless they are changed to another use
that is permitted by right, or the new proposed use if not permitted by right in a PD district,
is resubmitted for rezoning approval.

(4)

Parking and off-street loading. All uses established with a planned development district shall
comply with the off-street parking and loading requirements as established in this chapter.
However, the requirements for individual structures or lots may be met through either provision
of adequate parking on the lot on which such structure is so located, or upon adjacent property
which is under the control of a property owners association, to which said lot is an automatic
participant. In no case, however, shall the cumulative requirements of all parking and off-street
loading requirements be less than if said uses were individually established and located in any
other zoning district within the city.

(5)

Perimeter requirements. In order to assure compatibility with surrounding development, the
developer shall submit specific information as to the setbacks, building height, coverage factors
and other elements necessary for all perimeter lots that are adjacent to the boundary of the PD
district or adjacent to any boundary or perimeter street right-of-way. While no specific setback

requirements are herein established, the planning commission shall consider the nature, extent
and character of the adjacent development and shall take into consideration the types of area
regulations applicable to adjacent properties.
(6)

(7)

Residential density standards. The maximum number of dwelling units permitted within a PD
district is dependent upon both the type and number of each type of residential units intended to
be included in the PD district. Densities within certain areas of the PD may be beyond the
overall limits through a transfer of density. However, overall project densities shall not be
exceeded in accordance with the following schedule:
a.

Eight dwelling units per net residential acre for single-family attached and detached houses
and duplexes.

b.

Fifteen dwelling units per net residential acre for triplexes, fourplexes, and row or terrace
housing.

c.

Eighteen dwelling units per net residential acre for two story, and 27 units per net
residential acre for three-story apartments.

d.

Forty dwelling units per net residential acre for high-rise, four stories or more, apartments.

Common open space. For purposes of calculating densities, net residential acres are defined
as gross acres of the PD site minus all public rights-of-way, and less the area of all parcels or
lots devoted to commercial, industrial, or institutional uses not of a residential nature. Common
open space that is owned and maintained by a property owners' association shall be included in
calculating the net residential acres available for all dwelling units that automatically belong to
such an association. Where more than one property owners' association is to be created, then
each common open space can only be attributed to the lot or dwellings which have automatic
membership for that specific common open area.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007; Ord. No. 18:043, § 1, 8-21-2018)
Sec. 117-165. - Purpose.
The purpose of the PD planned development district is to:
(1)

Allow for flexibility in the zoning requirements where the result will be a higher quality
development;

(2)

Provide for and locate suitable recreational facilities, open space, and other common facilities,
while preserving the existing landscape to the greatest extent possible;

(3)

Encourage sound planning principles in the arrangement of buildings, the preservation of open
space, the utilization of topography and other site features;

(4)

Obtain creative and coordinated designs and allow procedures supplemental to those
applicable in other use districts to establish under which development plans particularly
designed to meet the objectives of this section; and

(5)

Allow for creative development that conforms to the goals and objectives set for in the city
comprehensive plan.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.1; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-166. - PDs and planned districts approved.
Any plan unit developments (PUDs) or limited use overlay districts (LUP) approved prior to the
effective date of the resolution from which this section is derived shall continue in accordance with the
approved preliminary development plan and final development plans. Modifications, amendments, and

expansion of existing planned developments shall be in accordance with section 117-174 planned
development district review.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.2; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-167. - Types of planned developments.
The following are the five types of planned developments permitted within city, pending approval by
the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and the city council:
(1)

PD-RS—Residential planned development.

(2)

PD-RM—Multifamily residential planned development.

(3)

PD-C—Commercial business planned development.

(4)

PD-I—Industrial planned development.

(5)

PD-M—Mixed use planned development.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.3; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-168. - Compliance with plans.
All planned developments approved after the effective date of the resolution from which this section
is derived shall comply with the city comprehensive plan and city land use plan including compliance with
the permitted uses, densities, intensities and other recommendations of the plans.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.4)
Sec. 117-169. - Permitted uses.
(a)

(b)

All uses in a PD district are subject to approval during the review of the preliminary development
plan by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and the city council pursuant to section 117174.
The following table illustrates the permitted uses within each PD district:

_____
Planned Development Use Table

Planned Development Districts
Use
PD-R PD-RM PD-C PD-I PD-M
Uses permitted in the RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RS-4, RS-5, RS-6, RS-7, RS-8,
RU-I
RM-4, RM-6, RM-12, RM-16 districts

P

P

P

P

P

Uses permitted in the C-1, C-2, C-3 or C-4 districts
Uses permitted in the I-1 or I-2 district

P

P
P

P

_____
(c)

Uses not specifically listed as permitted by these districts may be permitted if the Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission and/or city council determine the uses to be of the same general character as
the permitted uses set forth in subsection (b) of this section.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.5; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-170. - Design standards.
(a)

Design standards for area, lot coverage, density, yard requirements, parking, landscaping and
screening for a proposed PD district shall be established in the PD preliminary development plan by
the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council.

(b)

Exceptions and variations from the standards provided by the base zoning districts of this section
(e.g., RS-1, RS-2, C-1, etc.) may, and should be granted by the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission and the city council when it is determined that due to certain design elements, natural
features and public amenities, the exceptions are warranted.

(c)

Standards for public infrastructure improvements shall be governed by the applicable regulations of
the agency with jurisdiction that is charged with the responsibility for review and approval.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.6; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-171. - Common open space.
There shall be reserved, within the tract to be developed, a minimum percentage of land area of the
entire tract for use as common open space. The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council
may require additional common open space as warranted by the individual development plan. This
minimum percentage of land shall be as follows:
Planned Development Common Open Space Requirements

PD
district

Common open space
requirement

PDR/RM

20% common open space for planned developments with all residential dwelling units.

PD-C

15% 20% common open space for all planned developments

PD-I

15% 20% common open space for all planned developments

PD-M

20% common open space for all planned developments

(1)

Required common open space shall not consist of isolated or fragmented pieces of land that
will serve no useful purpose or which will present maintenance difficulties if maintenance is
required.

(2)

Required common open space may include pedestrian walkways, parkland, open areas, bridle
paths, drainageways and detention basins, swimming pools, clubhouses, tennis courts, golf
courses, parking areas for any of these, and other lands of essentially open or undisturbed or
improved character, exclusive of off-street parking areas and street rights-of-way.

(3)

Ownership of common open space.
a.

Ownership of common open space in a PD-R and PD-RM shall be transferred by the
developer to a legally established homeowner's association, or if accepted, to the city
council, or other public or quasi-public agency.

b.

Common open space that includes a clubhouse, golf course or other recreational facilities
may remain in private ownership, subject to size and special conditions applied by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council.

c.

Common open space in a PD-C, PD-I, or PD-M may also be dedicated to the city or other
public or quasi-public agency pursuant to the requirements of this section or remain in
private ownership, provided that a public easement, as determined necessary by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council, is granted and officially recorded
on the plat.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.7; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-172. - Planned developments require a district change.
(a)

Planned development district review establishes the development review procedure for a planned
development district which will result in a zoning map amendment. Therefore, in addition to all of the
specific review procedures and provisions of section 117-34, all proposed PD districts are also
subject to the approval criteria set forth in section 117-34(2)e.

(b)

The preliminary development plan shall be submitted at the time a zoning map amendment is
requested from the original zoning district to the new planned development district.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.8; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-173. - Planned development (PD) initiation.
(a)
(b)

Planned developments may be initiated by the property owner or an agent of the property owner.
In cases where there are multiple property owners involved in the planned development, the
application shall include a consent to rezone letter from all property owners. Additionally, there shall
be a single contact or agent for the property owners who will be responsible for contact with the city.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.9; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)

Sec. 117-174. - Review procedure.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Preapplication conference.
(1)

The applicant shall meet with the city planning department to discuss the initial concepts of the
planned development and general compliance with applicable provisions of this division prior to
the submission of the application.

(2)

During this time, an applicant may also request a preliminary, informal meeting with the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission to discuss the initial concepts.

(3)

Discussions that occur during a preapplication conference or a preliminary meeting with staff or
the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission are not binding on the city and do not constitute
official assurances or representations by the city its officials regarding any aspects of the plan or
application discussed.

Application.
(1)

After the preapplication conference with the city planning department, the applicant may submit
an application for a zoning map amendment to the city zoning office.

(2)

The application shall include all such forms, maps, and information, as may be prescribed for
that purpose by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission to assure the fullest practicable
presentation of the facts for the permanent record. A list of minimum requirements may be
adopted by the city council.

(3)

Each such application shall be signed by at least one of the owners or the owner's authorized
agent, of the property within the area proposed to be reclassified, attesting to the truth and
correctness of all facts and information presented with the applications.

(4)

Any person desiring a change in the zoning classification of property shall file with the
application for such change a statement giving the names and addresses of the owners of all
properties lying within 200 feet of any part of the property the zoning classification of which is
proposed to be changed.

(5)

All applications shall be submitted with the required fees as established in the city fee
schedule.

(6)

The applicant shall submit the preliminary development plan simultaneously with the
application for a zoning map amendment.

Submission of the preliminary development plan.
(1)

(2)

The preliminary development plan submission shall be in a form and in quantities as prescribed
by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. A list of minimum submittal requirements may
be adopted by the city council.
Preliminary development plans should generally include the following:
a.

Approximate areas and arrangement of the proposed uses and the relationship of abutting
land uses and zone districts;

b.

The proposed general location of vehicular circulation;

c.

The proposed treatment of existing topography, drainageways and tree cover;

d.

The location of schools, parks, community amenities or facilities, if any;

e.

Anticipated time schedule of projected development, if the total landholding is to be
developed in stages, or if construction is to extend beyond a two-year timeperiod;

f.

In the case of a PD-R, PD-RM district, the preliminary development plan shall also include
the proposed type of unit, density level, and proposed area setbacks of each residential
area, and the type, general location and approximate acreage of the common open space.
All other miscellaneous and accessory uses shall also be included;

(d)

g.

In the case of a PD-C, PD-I, or PD-M, the preliminary development plan shall identify the
principal and accessory types of uses that are to be included in the proposed development,
including their approximate location, size, and intensity. The proposed type, general
location and approximate acreage of common open space shall also be included; and

h.

Any other information required by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.

(3)

Within 25 days after the application and submission of the preliminary development plan, the
planning administrator shall transmit a copy thereto to the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission.

(4)

The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall recommend the approval, approval with
modifications, or denial of the proposed map amendment and preliminary development plan,
and shall submit such recommendation to the city council.

(5)

Such recommendation shall be considered at the public hearing held by the city council on
such proposed amendment and preliminary development plan.

Public hearing with the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.
(1)

Upon the filing of an application and preliminary development plan for an PD district
amendment, the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall set a date for a public hearing
regarding the proposed amendment and preliminary development plan.

(2)

The public hearing shall not be less than 20 or more than 40 days after the date the application
was submitted.

(3)

Notification shall be given in accordance with Arkansas State Code requirements for
advertisement.

(e)

Recommendation by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. Within 30 days
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission's public hearing, the Metropolitan Area
Commission shall recommend the approval, approval with modifications, or denial of the
amendment and preliminary development plan, and submit such recommendation together
application, preliminary development plan, to the city council.

(f)

Public hearing with the city council.
(1)

Upon receipt of the recommendation from the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, the city
council shall set a time for a public hearing on such proposed amendment and preliminary
development plan.

(2)

The date of the public hearing shall not be more than 30 days after the date of the receipt of
such recommendation from the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.

(3)
(g)

after the
Planning
proposed
with such

Notification shall be given in accordance with Arkansas State Code.

Decision on map amendment and preliminary development plan.
(1)

Within 20 days after its public hearing, the city council shall either adopt or deny the
recommendations of the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, or adopt some modification
thereof. In the event the city council denies or modifies the recommendation of the Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission, the simple majority of the members present vote of the city council
shall be required.

(2)

If the amendment is denied, the applicant may appeal the decision to the circuit court system.

(3)

Approval of the preliminary development plan shall include density, intensities, land uses and
their interrelationship, design standards, and building location. Location of buildings, if
applicable, and uses may be altered slightly due to engineering feasibility which is to be
determined in the subsequent preparation of the detailed final development plans.

(4)

(h)

(i)

(j)

The decision by the city council is subject to appeal by means of the court system. After
approval of the PD district map amendment and preliminary development plan, the official
zoning map shall be changed to reflect this amendment.

Submission of a final development plan.
(1)

Once the PD district and preliminary development plan has been approved by the city council,
the applicant shall proceed with the preparation of the detailed final development plan in whole
or in phases.

(2)

The final development plan submission shall be in a form and in quantities as prescribed by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. A list of minimum submittal requirements may be
adopted by the city council.

(3)

The detailed final development plan shall be consistent with the contents of the approved
preliminary development plan, and be prepared by a professional urban planner, engineer,
architect or landscape architect.

(4)

A final development plan shall include all necessary legal documentation relating to the
incorporation of a homeowner's association for the purpose of maintaining the specified
common open space within all residential planned developments.

Public meeting with the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.
(1)

The city planning department shall study the final development plan and confer with other
agencies having jurisdiction as appropriate in the case, to determine general acceptability of the
proposal submitted. Staff shall submit written recommendations to the Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission and the applicant prior to the public meeting held by the Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission.

(2)

Upon receipt of the detailed final development plan and recommendations of staff, the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall, at a public meeting of the Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission, study and review the detailed final development plan on the basis that all
requirements have been satisfied, and the conditions specified in section 117-34 have been
met.

Decision by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission.
(1)

Within 30 days of the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission's public meeting, the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall decide to approve, approve with modifications or
deny the final development plan.

(2)

If the final development plan is denied, the applicant may appeal the decision to the city
council.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.10; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-175. - Approval criteria.
(a)

Preliminary development plan. The following criteria shall serve as conditions that should generally
be satisfied before the approval of the preliminary development plan:
(1)
(2)
(3)

The PD district and preliminary development plan is consistent with the adopted city land use
plan and comprehensive plan;
The proposed uses will have a beneficial effect on the community;
The internal streets and primary and secondary roads that are proposed properly interconnect
with the surrounding existing road network. All streets will be public unless a waiver is granted
by the Jonesboro City Council;

(4)

The site will be accessible from public roads that are generally adequate to carry the traffic that
will be imposed upon them by the proposed development and the streets and driveways on the
site will be adequate to serve the residents or occupants of the proposed development;

(5)

The minimum common open space areas have been designated and shall be duly transferred
to a legally established homeowners association, where applicable, or have been dedicated to
city or another public or quasi-public agency as provided in section 117-171.

(6)
(7)
(b)

The preliminary development plan is consistent with the intent and purpose of this division.
The preliminary development plan has been transmitted to all other agencies and departments
charged with responsibility of review.

Final development plan. The following criteria shall serve as conditions that should generally be
satisfied before the approval of the final development plan:
(1)

Appropriate arrangements with the applicant have been made to ensure the accomplishment of
the public improvements and reservation of common open space as indicated on the
preliminary development plan and final development plan. If deemed necessary by the MAPC or
city council during the preliminary development plan process, this assurance may require that
the City of Jonesboro MAPC or city council hold a performance bond to ensure the successful
and proper completion of all public improvements.

(2)

The proposed detailed final development plan for the individual sections of the overall PD
district is consistent in contents, building location, as applicable, land uses, densities and
intensities, yard requirements, and area and frontage requirements, with the approved
preliminary development plan, the city land use plan, and the comprehensive plan.

(3)

Each individual phase of the development can exist as an independent unit that is capable of
creating an environment of sustained desirability and stability, or that adequate assurance will
be provided that such objective can be obtained.

(4)

That any part of the planned development not used for structures, parking and loading areas,
or streets, shall be landscaped or otherwise improved; or if approved by the planning
commission, left in its natural state.

(5)

That any exception from the design standards provided in the PD district is warranted by the
design and amenities incorporated in the detailed final development plan.

(6)

That the internal streets and thoroughfares proposed are suitable and adequate to
accommodate the anticipated traffic within and through the development.

(7)

That the detailed final development plan is consistent with the intent and purpose of this
chapter.

(8)

The final development plan has been transmitted to all other agencies and departments
charged with responsibility of review.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.11; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007; Ord. No. 18:043, § 2, 8-21-2018)
Sec. 117-176. - Time limits.
(a)

The final development plan shall be submitted within two years after approval of the preliminary
development plan, or the approval of the preliminary development plan will expire and the plan will
be deemed null and void.

(b)

Upon expiration of the preliminary development plan, the property shall still be zoned as a planned
development with a voided preliminary development plan. The property owner or authorized agent
may submit an application and new preliminary development plan for consideration pursuant to
section 117-174 or an application for a zoning map amendment.

(c)

Upon the expiration of the preliminary development plan, the city council or the Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission may initiate a zoning map amendment.

(d)

If the applicant has not received building permits within two-year of the approval of the final
development plan, the final development plan shall be deemed null and void. Upon expiration of the
final development plan, the applicant shall have one-year to reapply for a final development plan in
accordance with the section or the preliminary development plan will be deemed null and void in
accordance with subsection (a) of this section.

(e)

The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission may authorize an extension of these time limits if good
cause is shown for the delay of the final development plan submission.

(f)

For phased developments, the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council may
approve a phased final development plan schedule as part of the preliminary development plan
approval. In such case, the approved time frames shall establish when the approved preliminary plan
shall expire.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.12; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-177. - Effect of a final development plan.
(a)

The approved final development plan shall be kept on record in the city planning department
together with all resolutions, applications, plats, plans, and other information regarding the
development.

(b)

The resolutions prepared by the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and city council serve as
the official record for the permitted uses and activities which are approved for the planned
development landholding.

(c)

The use of the planned development landholding or the location, erection, construction,
reconstruction, enlargement, or change of any building or structure in a manner which is not
consistent with the final development plan shall be considered a violation of this division and subject
to the procedures and penalties specified in section 117-3.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.1; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-178. - Required conditions for the issuance of a zoning certificate.
No zoning certificate shall be issued for any property in a PD district and no construction, except
preliminary excavation, shall begin until a valid final development plan is in effect for that phase or
property. The final development plan becomes valid upon approval by the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.14; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Sec. 117-179. - Modifications to approved preliminary or final development plans.
(a)

If an applicant proposes to modify an approved preliminary development plan or final development
plan, the applicant shall submit the proposed modifications to the planning and zoning administrator
for transmittal to the appropriate authority.

(b)

The proposed modifications shall be classified as a minor or major modification based on the
following:
(1)

Minor modifications. Minor modifications shall include changes that do not involve:

(2)

(c)

(d)

a.

Major changes to the approved plan including, but not limited to, a change of use or density
to a more intense use or density than permitted by the district or changes to the location or
amount of land designated for a specific land use or open space;

b.

A change of the permitted uses to a use not otherwise permitted in the proposed planned
development district;

c.

Any change that will impact on-site or off-site infrastructure; or

d.

An expansion of a building footprint that affects the specified setbacks of the approved
plan.

Major modifications. Major modifications shall include:
a.

An increase in density or intensity;

b.

Changes to the property or project boundaries of the entire PD district;

c.

Modifications in the internal street and thoroughfare locations or alignments which
significantly impact traffic patterns or safety considerations; or

d.

Anything not classified as a minor modification by subsection (b)(1) of this section.

Review of minor modifications.
(1)

The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall be responsible for reviewing and making a
decision on minor modifications to an approved preliminary development plan or final
development plan.

(2)

Such review and decision shall take place at a public meeting of the Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission and shall not require any additional notice beyond what is required by the
Arkansas State Code for public meetings.

(3)

The decision of the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on minor modifications shall be
deemed administrative and may be appealed to the city council.

Review of major modifications. Major modifications to an approved preliminary development plan or
final development plans shall require a public hearing with the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission and city council pursuant to the review procedure of this section.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.20.04.15; Ord. No. 07-13, § 1, 5-1-2007)
Secs. 117-180—117-196. - Reserved.
ARTICLE V. - CONDITIONAL USES
Sec. 117-197. - Approval criteria.
Certain uses may or may not be appropriately located within various districts due to their unusual or
unique characteristics of operation and external effects. Given their unusual character, analysis and
judgment of the consequences of each development and use must be given so as to provide for such
reasonable conditions and protective restrictions as are deemed necessary to protect the character and
integrity of the area in which uses are proposed to be located. Such uses are listed under the various
districts herein as conditional uses, and may be located in the districts so designated only in accordance
with the procedure described herein.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.24.01)
Sec. 117-198. - Development standards and review guidelines.

(a)

All development shall be designed in such a way as to minimize any potential negative impact on
the surrounding area. Special attention shall be given to buffering commercial developments from
adjacent single-family areas. Design of the internal traffic circulation system, ingress and egress, offstreet parking, loading and pedestrianways shall be sensitive to such conditions as safety,
convenience, separation of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, general attractiveness, and the proper
relationship of different land uses. Landscaped areas shall be provided to protect water quality, and
reduce erosion, heat and glare. Such areas shall be maintained in an attractive condition. Existing
trees on a development site shall be retained where possible. Screening, open space, or other buffer
may be required to give adequate separation between uses which are not compatible and shall also
be provided for the beautification and enhancement of the property.

(b)

In carrying out the purpose of this section, the following development standards and design
specifics shall be subject to review and approval. The appropriateness of these standards shall be
determined for each specific conditional use location.
(1)

The proposed use is within the provision of conditional uses as set out in this chapter.

(2)

The proposed use conforms to all applicable provisions herein set out for the district in which it
is to be located.

(3)

The proposed use is so designated, located and proposed to be operated that the public
health, safety and welfare will be protected.

(4)

The proposed land use is compatible with and will not adversely affect other property in the
area where it is proposed to be located.

(5)

The size and shape of the site, including the size, shape and arrangement of proposed
structures, as well as signage related thereto, is in keeping with the intent of this chapter.

(6)

The proposed ingress and egress, internal circulation system, location and amount of off-street
parking, loading and pedestrianways are sufficiently adequate, and not inconsistent with
requirements of this chapter.

(7)

The proposed landscaping and screening of the proposed use are in accordance with
provisions of this chapter.

(8)

Safeguards proposed to limit noxious or offensive emissions, including lighting, noise, glare,
dust and odor are addressed.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.24.02)
Sec. 117-199. - Procedure for authorizing.
The following procedure is established to integrate properly the conditional use with other land uses
located in the district. These uses shall be reviewed and authorized or rejected under the following
procedure:
(1)

Application. An application shall be made by the property owner and filed with the city planner,
upon forms prescribed for that purpose, accompanied with the appropriate fee established by
the city council to defray processing costs. The application shall be accompanied by graphic
representation showing the location and proposed use of the site, along with such other
descriptive material necessary for decision making. Such may include, but is not limited to,
preliminary site plans showing proposed uses and structures, proposed ingress and egress to
the site, including adjacent streets, proposed off-street parking and landscaping; lighting and
signage, a preliminary plan for provision of sanitation and drainage facilities and proximity of
adjacent uses and buildings.
a.

Each application shall be verified by at least one of the owners of the property proposed to
be changed, attesting to the truth and correctness of all facts and information presented
with the application.

b.

(2)

(3)

The filing deadline for inclusion on the planning commission agenda shall be the 17th day
of the month preceding the planning commission meeting. Should the 17th day fall on a
weekend or holiday, the next following workday shall be the filing deadline. be provided by
the City of Jonesboro Planning Department on a yearly calendar provided online or
electronically.

Notice. Upon determining that an application is proper and complete, the city planner shall
ensure that the matter is set for public hearing before the planning commission. The city planner
shall be responsible for ensuring that, pursuant to law, at least 15 days' notice of the time,
place, and subject of such hearing is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city.
a.

The applicant shall present evidence to the city planner, at least ten days prior to the
required public hearing, that all property owners within 200 feet of the boundaries of the
subject property have been notified of the proposed use, and of the time, date, and place
of the hearing.

b.

Such evidence shall consist of postmarked, certified receipts and/or return receipts and/or
dated, signed acknowledgments of receipt of notification; and shall be accompanied by a
plat map showing the location of those properties, the owners of which the applicant
certifies have been so notified.

Planning commission review and action. The planning commission shall review conditional use
permit applications at it regularly scheduled monthly meeting, at which time interested persons
may appear at the required public hearing and offer information in support of or against the
proposed conditional use. Following the public hearing, the commission may approve the
application as presented, approve it with conditions, table it with cause for not to exceed one
month, deny the application, or refer it to the city council for final disposition. Approval shall
require an affirmative vote of a majority of the authorized membership of the commission.
a.

In approving such conditional uses, the planning commission shall impose such conditions
and restrictions upon the premises as it deems necessary to reduce or minimize the
adverse effects of the use. Compatibility with surrounding property shall be ensured to the
maximum extent practicable.

b.

In no case shall the planning commission or city council authorize reduction from minimum
requirements of this article relating to height, area, setbacks, parking, or landscaping. In
addition, no conditional use authorized by the planning commission or city council shall be
subsequently considered in connection with a variance request to the board of zoning
adjustment.

c.

If the planning commission disapproves or denies a conditional use application, the
reasons for such action shall be given to the applicant with 15 days from the date of the
decision. The applicant may appeal such commission action, or any condition placed upon
application approval, to the city council within 30 days of the commission's action. A
property owner or leaseholder who owns or leases property within 200 feet of the subject
property to which the conditional use applies, who is aggrieved by such decision of the
planning commission shall have the right to appeal to the city council within 30 days of the
commission's action. The appeal shall be in writing to the city clerk, and shall specifically
state why the planning commission's findings and decision was arbitrary, capricious, and
inappropriate. If denied, no application for such use or similar use shall be permitted
involving any part of the same property for a period of six months. The applicant shall:
1.

Post notice on weatherproof signs provided by the city;

2.

Place the signs on the property that is the subject of the application at least ten days
before the public hearing; and

3.

Ensure that the signs remain continuously posted until a final decision is made by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. At least one sign shall be posted by the
applicant for each 150 feet of street frontage, up to a maximum of five signs. Signs
shall be placed along each abutting street in a manner that makes them clearly visible

to neighboring residents, and passersby. There shall be a minimum of one sign along
each abutting street.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.24.04; Ord. No. 14:056, § 1, 9-16-2014)
Sec. 117-200. - Effect of approval.
(a)

No building permit shall be issued for any building or structure not in conformance with the site plan
and all other conditions imposed in granting a conditional use permit. The construction, location, use
or operation of all land and structures with the site shall be in accordance with all conditions and
limitations set forth in the approval. No structure, use or other element of any approved site plan
shall be eliminated, significantly altered, or provided in another manner unless an amendment to the
conditional use is approved. The procedure for amending a conditional use permit shall be the same
as required for the original approval.

(b)

Substantial work or construction under a conditional use permit must be commenced within one
year, or the permit shall terminate. Conditional use permits shall be valid for an unlimited period
unless a lesser period shall be provided in a particular permit. Upon the expiration of the time limit
specified in the particular permit, the property owner may request that the permit be reviewed by the
planning commission, which may extend it for an unlimited period or for an additional period of years.

(c)

Once any portion of the conditional use permit authorization is utilized, all such conditions pertaining
to such authorization shall become immediately operative. All conditions relating to or limiting the
use, status, or operation of the development, after issuance of an occupancy permit, shall be
complied with by the applicant or his successors or assigns. Failure to do so shall constitute a
violation of this article, and cause for revocation of the conditional use authorization.

(d)

Provided sufficient site information is submitted with the approved development plan, the planning
commission may waive otherwise mandated site plan review requirements.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.24.04)
Secs. 117-201—117-223. - Reserved.
ARTICLE VI. - ACCESSORY USES
Sec. 117-224. - General description.
An accessory building is a subordinate building or a portion of the principal building, the use of which
is customarily incidental to that of the dominant use of the principal building or land. An accessory use is
one which is customarily incidental, appropriate and subordinate to the principal use of land and
buildings, and located upon the same lot therewith. Subject to limitations herein, accessory buildings and
uses are permitted in all zones.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.28.01)
Sec. 117-225. - Location requirements and standards.
(a)

Accessory building. An accessory building shall:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Not be located within a required street, front or street side setback;
Be subject to the side setback standards of the underlying zoning district; shall be set back at
least seven and one-half feet from a rear lot line;
Not be located within any public easement or over any known utilities or septic system lines;

(4)
(5)

Not occupy more than ten percent of the lot area or more of the lot than is covered by the
principal use, whichever results in less lot coverage; and
Not exceed the floor area of the principal use.

Unless otherwise provided herein, and provided site visibility is not obstructed, signs, fences and walls
shall be allowed within setbacks.
(b)

Attached accessory buildings. An accessory building attached to a main building shall be made
structurally a part and have a common wall with the main building, and shall comply in all respects
with the requirements applicable to the principal building. Provided detached, open sided carports
may be located in the side yard, no closer to the front lot line than the front building line of the
principal building, and provided required side setbacks are met. Unless attached to the principal
structure, accessory buildings shall be located at least ten feet from any other structure.

(c)

Height limitations. With regard to height limitations, accessory structures in residential districts shall
not exceed 12 feet in height, measured from the eave; shall not be allowed to exceed the height of
the primary structure and in commercial and industrial districts, such structures shall not exceed 25
feet in height or the height of the principal structure on the lot.

(d)

Accessory uses. Accessory uses permitted subject to the provisions of this chapter and as follows:
(1)

RS-1 through RS-2 single-family dwellings only. Accessory dwelling structures are permitted,
but may not exceed 25 percent of the heated square footage of the primary residence,
maximum 1500 square feet. Accessory buildings, storage, and miscellaneous buildings, are
permitted, but shall not exceed 50 percent of the total area of the principle structure. Any
accessory buildings shall be similar in architectural style and appearance to the primary
dwelling and must be placed in the rear yard only. Any structure exceeding 1,500 square feet
must be reviewed by MAPC as a conditional use application.

(2)

RS-3 through RS-5 single-family dwellings only. Accessory dwelling structures are permitted
only as a conditional use. Accessory buildings are permitted in the rear yard only, storage and
miscellaneous buildings, but shall not exceed 600 square feet. Any accessory buildings shall be
similar in architectural style and appearance to the primary dwelling and must be placed in the
rear yard only.

(3)

RS-6 through RS-8 single-family dwellings only. Accessory dwelling structures are permitted
only by conditional application to the MAPC. Accessory buildings, storage and miscellaneous
buildings, are permitted, but shall not exceed 50 percent of the total area of the principal
structure. Any accessory building shall be similar in architectural style and appearance to the
primary dwelling and must be placed in the rear yard only.

(4)

RS-1 through RS-8 occupants. In-home occupations are permitted in compliance with section
117-226(2). The approval shall only be granted to the occupant at the permission of the owner
of the property. Applications shall include a description of the proposed in-home occupation
including considerations of noise, traffic, odor, drainage, visual appearance, light, vibration, and
the proposed hours of use or operation. A site development plan shall only be required if there
is not ample space in the existing driveway and/or parking area to provide a minimum of four
off-street parking spaces.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.28.02; Ord. No. 07:45, 2-6-2007)
Sec. 117-226. - Residential uses.
Residential accessory uses shall include, the following accessory uses, activities, facilities and
structures: accessory dwelling units subject to limitations outlined in subsection (1) of this section; fences
and walls, garages, carports and off-street parking and loading areas, gardens, gates and guard houses,
home occupations subject to limitations and requirements of subsection (2) of this section, playhouses,
patios, cabanas, porches, gazebos and household storage buildings; radio and television receiving

antennas, recreational and play facilities for residents, storm and fallout shelters and other necessary and
customary uses determined to be appropriate, incidental and subordinate to the principal use on the lot.
(1)

Accessory dwelling unit. Accessory dwelling units shall be allowed by right in AG, RR, and R-O
and all residential zoning districts. provided that the dwelling unit is used to house immediate
family members or employees who work onsite. Such units may also be allowed, subject to
conditional use approval, in other residential districts. Accessory dwelling units shall not be used
for general rental purposes.

(2)

Home occupation—Permitted. A home occupation shall be allowed as an accessory use in
residential districts subject to compliance with the following requirements, which are intended to
balance protection of residential character with enabling residents to work from home:

(3)

(4)

a.

The home office or business is clearly secondary to the use of the dwelling as a residence
and does not change the residential character or appearance of the dwelling or lot in any
visible manner; provided, a nameplate sign, as described above shall be permitted.

b.

The work done in the home office or business creates no objectionable odor, noticeable
vibration, or offensive noise that increases a level of ambient sound at the property lines.

c.

The home office or business does not involve the external display of goods or services, and
does not cause unsightly conditions or waste visible from off the property.

d.

The home office or business does not cause interference with radio or television reception
in the vicinity.

e.

Permitted home occupations shall not include the employment of any persons not residing
on the premises in the performance of the occupation.

f.

The home office or business sells no articles on the premises which are not produced on
the premises.

g.

A home occupation shall be carried on wholly within the principal residential structure. No
home occupations shall be allowed in accessory buildings or garages.

h.

The home office or business occupies no more than 25 percent of the total floor area of the
residence.

i.

There shall be no external alteration of the dwelling, nor storage of supplies or equipment
outside.

j.

Not more than one truck of not more three-fourths-ton capacity, and no semi-trailers,
incidental to the home occupation, shall be kept on the premises.

k.

Customers may visit the site only during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and no more
than six customers or clients may visit the site in any single day.

l.

Parking to serve a home occupation shall be provided off-street, and no such parking shall
be permitted in a required setback, other than in a driveway. In no event shall yard areas
be converted to off-street parking to serve a home occupation.

Same—Prohibited. Prohibited home occupations include, but as not limited to the following:
a.

Barbershops and beauty shops.

b.

Dispatch centers, where employees come to the site to be dispatched to other locations.

c.

Commercial stables, kennels and animal boarding and care facilities.

d.

Assembly or repair of large appliances.

e.

Repair or assembly of vehicles or equipment with internal combustion engines, or any
other work related to motor vehicles and their parts.

Garage sales . Garage sale means the selling of miscellaneous goods such as, but not limited
to, clothing and house wares on property zoned for residential or agricultural use. Garage sales

are also commonly known as rummage sales, yard sales, and carport sales, such activities may
take place inside or outside of a house, garage or carport and are permitted as accessory uses
provided they meet the following requirements:
a.

Each such sale shall be registered in writing or by telephone with the code enforcement
department. The sale shall be registered during regular business hours at least 48 hours
prior to the sale.

b.

Each property address and/or person shall be limited to no more than four such sales per
year.

c.

Sales shall not last longer than two consecutive days.

d.

Sales are conducted on the owner's property. Multiple-family sales are permitted if they are
held on the property of one of the participants.

e.

No goods purchased for resale may be offered for sale.

f.

No consignment goods may be offered for sale.

g.

Directional and advertising signs, not larger than four square feet, shall be freestanding;
that is, they shall not be placed on traffic or official signs, utility poles or trees and shall be
removed promptly after completion of the sale.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.28.03; Ord. No. 13:051, § I, 10-3-2013)
Sec. 117-227. - Nonresidential uses.
Nonresidential accessory uses are allowed only in association with allowed, nonresidential principal
uses and shall include, but not be limited to the accessory uses, activities, facilities and structures
enumerated in this section. Such uses shall not be permitted if such would cause or increase parking
nonconformity for the principal use. Such use may also necessitate additional required parking because
of its own nature or character. Accessory uses shall not occupy required parking areas, or off-street
parking areas, spaces or isles, approved as part of a site plan.
(1)

Cafeterias, dining halls and similar food services when operated primarily for the convenience
of employees, residents, clients or visitors to the principal use;

(2)

Dwelling units, other than mobile homes, when used or intended to be used for security or
maintenance personnel;

(3)
(4)

Guard houses, gates, fences and walls;
Offices for allowed business and industrial uses when the office is located on the same site as
the principal use;

(5)

Parking garages, and off-street parking and loading facilities;

(6)

Radio and television receiving antennas;

(7)

Restaurants, newsstands, gift shops, swimming pools, tennis courts, club and lounges when in
a permitted hotel, motel or office building;

(8)

Sale of goods produced as a part of allowed industrial activities when on the same site as the
principal industrial use;

(9)

The storage of merchandise when located within the same building as the principal business;

(10)

On-premises commercial, bulletin, nameplate, and real estate signs, provided such are
nonflashing;

(11)

Other necessary and customary uses determined to be appropriate, incidental and
subordinate to the principal use on the lot.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.28.04)
Sec. 117-228. - Helipad/heliport uses.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Purpose . It is determined the creation or establishment of a heliport/helipad in certain areas may
have the potential of being a public nuisance and may injure the community. Thus, it is in the interest
of public health, public safety, and general welfare that the creation or establishment of
heliports/helipads of any sort be regulated with minimal standards established by the City of
Jonesboro. Such minimal standards will be examined on a case-by-case process through the
conditional use permit process pursuant to Chapter 117, as set out in the City of Jonesboro's Code
of Ordinances.
Definitions .
(1)

A "heliport" is a permanent facility where helicopters take off and land. The FAA defines a
heliport as any formalized helicopter landing area. Additionally, any helicopter landing area
offering fueling, passenger building, and hangar and support services is considered a heliport.
The FAA compares this with a bus stop/bus terminal relationship in respect to services.

(2)

A "helipad" describes the actual landing surface of the heliport. The FAA and other
international regulators have adopted the term of Touchdown and Lift-off Area (TLOF) as the
official term to describe all such areas. (See FAA, Advisory Circular, AC No: 150/5390-2C, or
any updates.)

(3)

An "emergency landing zone" is a designated site in which public safety agencies select to
evacuate trauma or disaster victims.

(4)

A "helistop" refers to a minimally developed facility for boarding and discharging passengers or
cargo.

Allowable use districts .
(1)

Personal use heliports shall be permitted as an accessory use in the commercial C-1, C-2, C-3,
I-1, I-2 zoning districts only when licensed upon approval by the planning/zoning officer subject
to full compliance with FAA requirements of construction, operation, and licensing (per Advisory
Circular, AC No: 150/5390-2C and any updates). If the heliport/helipad is located within a
distance of 1,000 feet of a residential structure, a conditional use application shall be required.
Helicopters must not be operated below 500 feet AGL (above ground or highest building, tree,
or feature) before it approaches the property of which the landing site or helipad/helistop is
located.

(2)

Heliport/helipads that are located or proposed in districts zoned as residential or agricultural
shall be permitted by conditional use application and approval by the MAPC, if and only if the
property is five or more acres in size. Pad location shall be located at a minimum distance of
1,000 feet of any existing residential structure.

(3)

Permits for establishing and maintaining sites shall be issued to the owner or lessee of a site
by the planning/zoning officer. All heliports/helipads must meet any and all fire code
requirements of the local fire district.

(4)

The permit shall be deemed automatically revoked if:
a.

(5)

Found in violation of any and all FAA requirements, and owner revokes the license or
refuses to re-license the site after one of its periodic inspections; or (2) 30 days after the
planning/zoning officer has notified the permit holder in writing that the site is no longer in
compliance with the requirements set forth herein for the initial granting of the permit,
provided the alleged defect has not been cured within the said 30 day period.

In all instances, all new helipad/heliport installations shall require a permit review process
through the departments of planning, engineering, and inspections.

(d)

Exemptions . Hospital/emergency response facilities located at or near a hospital shall be exempt.
Special event landings - temporary landing facilities shall also be exempt to administrative permit
approval.

(e)

Notifications . Courtesy notification area shall be required within a distance of 1,000 feet measured
from all subject property lines. As required for conditional use permits, the established notification
boundary of 200 feet of prospect site via certified letter shall be adhered to.

(f)

Conditional use approval . A conditional use permit for a heliport or helipad shall be approved by the
metropolitan area planning commission in accordance with section 117-199 upon meeting all
satisfactory requirements for said structures. The commission may also provide other conditions and
restrictions which the city determines at the time of granting the specific use permit to protect and
provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the community. Conditional use permit approval
shall be valid for three years. Renewal application is required. (See below.)

(g)

Reapplication . An application for subsequent conditional use permits on the same site shall be
subject to the same procedures and standards as a first-use permit.

(Ord. No. 13:035, §§ I, II 8-20-2013)
Secs. 117-229—117-247. - Reserved.
ARTICLE VII. - REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 117-248. - General.
Uses permitted, or those permitted subject to conditional use approval, shall be subject to the
requirements of the district provisions as supplemented or modified by this article.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.01)
Sec. 117-249. - Adult entertainment.
All adult entertainment uses shall be subject to the following standards:
(1)

Separation from other adult entertainment uses. The building housing an adult entertainment
use shall not be located within 3,000 feet of any other adult entertainment use. This 3,000 foot
area shall be defined by a radius of 3,000 feet measured from the exterior wall of the subject
building.

(2)

Separation from other uses. The building housing an adult entertainment use shall be located
at least 2,000 feet from the following uses:
a.

Church;

b.

Library;

c.

Day care center;

d.

Elementary,

e.

Middle or high school; and

f.

Single-family, duplex or multifamily residential uses.

This distance shall be defined by a radius of 2,000 feet measured from the exterior wall of the
subject building.

(3)

Prohibited activities. An adult entertainment use shall not be conducted in any manner that
provides the observation of any material depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas, from any public right-of-way. This provision shall apply
to any and all displays, decorations or show windows.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.02)
Sec. 117-250. - Auto wrecker service.
A wrecker service is a business enterprise from which wrecker vehicles are dispatched to tow or haul
inoperable or wrecked motor vehicles, and may or may not include the temporary storage, for a period not
to exceed 30 days, of such vehicles. All temporary storage of said wrecked or inoperable motor vehicles
shall be screened entirely within an enclosed opaque fence or wall, except driveway areas, from six to
eight feet in height, and containing no advertising thereon. Any temporary storage between the street and
such fence, or on street right-of-way, is expressly prohibited.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.03)
Sec. 117-251. - Auto wrecking yards, salvage yards, and junkyards.
Because of the nature and character of their operations, motor vehicle wrecking and salvage yards,
junkyards, and similar uses of land can have a serious detrimental effect upon surrounding properties.
Salvage and wrecking yards tend to create problems of noise, dust, traffic, and health hazards, and may
adversely affect property values by their general appearance. For the purpose of evaluating whether the
proposed utilization of land for a vehicular wrecking yard or junkyard properly minimizes its objectionable
characteristics, the standards established below shall be used.
(1)

Location. Because of the tendency of salvage yards to promote the breeding of vermin, no
such operation shall be permitted closer than 300 feet to any residential district.

(2)

Screening. The interior area of any existing salvage or wrecking operation shall be screened
from view by fencing. New salvage and wrecking yards shall be so screened as a condition of
approval. Such screening shall be uniform, consistent, and neat in appearance, and shall be
properly maintained during the life of the use. Storage between the street and such screening is
expressly prohibited, as is the stacking of such vehicles above or beyond such screening.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.04)
Sec. 117-252. - Carwashes.
Carwashes and similar such establishments shall provide paved parking for at least five vehicles,
plus stacking space for a like number of vehicles. Where any such use is located on a lot abutting a
residential district, and where any part shall be built along such line, any entrance or exit therefrom shall
be by way of a major street. Wastewater from such establishments shall not be allowed to run into the
street or storm sewer; rather, such discharge of wastewater shall be into a sanitary sewer.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.05)
Sec. 117-253. - Emergency housing units.
Emergency housing units may be approved as conditional uses in R-2, and less intensive districts for
the purpose of providing temporary accommodations for persons in need of daily assistance due to health
reasons. The following regulations shall apply to emergency housing units:

(1)

Hardship. Before approving a conditional use for an emergency housing unit, the planning
commission shall determine that the applicant has a special need to provide temporary, nearby
living quarters for a relative who needs daily assistance due to health reasons. The applicant
shall provide proof of such hardship, evidenced by a letter from a physician or other appropriate
professional. The commission shall also determine that allowing an emergency housing unit
would alleviate a social, economic or physical hardship for the resident of the principal dwelling
or the resident of the emergency unit. Consideration of the effect on adjoining property shall
also be factored into the commission's decision. A permit granted for such purposes shall expire
no later than one year from the date of approval. The commission may approve a one time
extension of up to one year of this period if the applicant applies for such extension within the
original one year time period.

(2)

Unit type. Only manufactured housing units or residential-design manufactured housing units
may be approved for emergency placement.

(3)

Removal. Upon expiration of a conditional use permit for an emergency housing unit, the unit
shall be promptly vacated, and within 90 days of permit expiration, be removed from the
premises.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.06)
Sec. 117-254. - Floodplain development.
(a)

The designated floodplain area is inclusive of all land within the city subject to inundation by
floodwater. The source of this delineation shall be the flood insurance study, including the flood
insurance rate maps, for the city.

(b)

The uses of and/or development of land within the designated floodplain area shall be only those
uses and structures permitted in the specific district regulations for the zone in which the proposed
use and/or development is to be located. For the purposes of administration and review of
applications for the use and/or development of land within designated floodplain areas, and article II
of chapter 109, flood damage prevention are deemed the governing regulations.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.07)
Sec. 117-255. - Manufactured housing parks.
Manufactured housing parks are permitted uses in AG and RR districts, and may be allowed in R-3
zones subject to approval of a conditional use permit. The following minimum standards apply to new
parks, and expansions of existing parks:
(1)

Setbacks. Each manufactured housing unit space shall be set back at least 30 feet from all
street rights-of-way, and at least 20 feet from all other lot lines.

(2)

Minimum lot size and space size. Manufactured housing parks shall contain at least 4,350
square feet of gross site area for each manufactured housing unit space within the park. Each
individual manufactured housing unit space shall be at least 3,000 square feet in area, but shall
not occupy more than 50 percent of the lot area.

(3)

Separation of units. Each manufactured housing unit and accessory structure shall be
separated by at least 20 feet of horizontal distance from all other manufactured housing units
and accessory structures.

(4)

Parking. At least two paved parking spaces, 180 square feet in area in each space shall be
provided as a part of each manufactured housing unit space. To provide for guests, one
additional paved parking space, at least 180 square feet in area, shall be provided for each ten
manufactured housing unit spaces. These guest parking spaces shall be centrally located within
the park.

(5)

Driveways.
a.

Length and design. Internal driveways or courts designed to have one end permanently
closed, shall be no more than 400 feet long unless approved by the planning commission.
A turnaround having an outside roadway diameter of at least 80 feet shall be provided at
the closed end of any driveway.

b.

Paving. All internal driveways shall be paved with asphalt. The minimum requirements are
six inches of compacted SB2 gravel with three inches of asphalt surface on firm subgrade.
Property owners shall be responsible for maintaining paving on all internal driveways.

c.

Width. Drive shall have a minimum paved width of 26 feet. One-way drives are specifically
prohibited.

(6)

Signs. One detached, indirectly illuminated sign, not exceeding 20 square feet in area, may be
erected at the main entrance to the manufactured housing park.

(7)

Refuse collection facilities. Refuse collection facilities and/or provisions shall be indicated on
the site plan, and shall be provided in accordance with city sanitation department standards.
There shall be opaque screening on three sides of dumpsters. Dumpsters shall be screened
with a solid screening and have an approved gate by city sanitation department standards.

(8)

Fire protection. Fire lines and fire hydrants shall be shown on the site plan, and shall be in
accordance with recommendations of the director of public safety. Jonesboro Fire Chief or
his/her designee. No mobile home or manufactured housing unit space shall be more than 250
feet from a fire hydrant.

(9)

Water and wastewater service. Each mobile home/manufactured housing unit shall be
connected to the public sanitary sewer and a public water supply system.

(10)

Underground utilities. All light, gas, water, telephone and cable television distribution and
service lines to each individual mobile home/manufactured housing unit shall be placed
underground and conform to all state and local codes, ordinances and laws.

(11)

Inspections. It shall be the duty of the building inspector to make an annual inspection of each
approved manufactured housing park and present to the park owner and unit owner a written
list of existing violations, should there be any.

(12)

Resident managers. In manufactured housing parks containing 30 or more units, a manager
must reside with the park area.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.08)
Sec. 117-256. - Manufactured housing units.
Manufactured housing units, those that do not meet the definition of residential design, manufactured
housing units, shall be located only in approved locations. No permit or other approval shall be granted
for the placement of a manufactured housing unit that is more than eight years old, as measured from the
date that the permit or approval is sought, or be reconditioned to meet code requirements. Mobile home
parks shall be exempt from the age requirement subject to all replacement units being reconditioned to
meet code compliance and satisfying all state and local codes.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.09; Ord. No. 13:041, § I, 9-3-2013)
Sec. 117-257. - Manufactured housing units, residential design.
Compliance with all of the standards of this section is required in order for a manufactured housing
unit to be classified as a residential design, manufactured housing unit.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Size.
a.

The minimum width of a residential design, manufactured housing unit shall be 22 feet,
with width measured perpendicular to the longest axis at the narrowest part.

b.

The length of a residential design, manufactured housing unit shall not exceed four times
its width, with length measured along the longest axis.

c.

A residential design, manufactured housing unit shall have a minimum area of 1,150
square feet enclosed and heated living area.

Roof.
a.

Pitch. The roof must be predominantly double-pitched and have a minimum vertical rise of
two inches for every 12 inches of horizontal run.

b.

Materials. The roof must be covered with material that is customarily used on site-built
housing units. Customary materials include wood, asphalt composition shingles, or
fiberglass shingles, but not aluminum, corrugated fiberglass, or metal.

c.

Eaves. The roof shall have a minimum eave projection and roof overhang of ten inches,
which may include a gutter.

Siding.
a.

Materials. Exterior siding must be of a material customarily used on site-built housing units.
Customary materials include wood, composition, simulated wood, clapboards, conventional
vinyl or metal siding, brick, stucco, or similar materials. Customary materials do not include
smooth, ribbed or corrugated metal or plastic panels or material that has a high gloss
finish.

b.

Design and placement. Siding material shall extend below the top of the foundation or
curtain wall, or the joint between the siding and enclosure wall shall be flashed in
accordance with the city's adopted building code.

Installation of unit.
a.

Guidelines. The unit shall be installed in accordance with the recommended installation
procedures of the manufacturer, and the standards established by the International
Conference of Building Officials and published in the most recent edition of Guidelines for
Manufactured Housing Installations.

b.

Foundation. A continuous, permanent concrete or masonry foundation or masonry curtain
wall, unpierced except for required ventilation and access which may include walk-out
basements and garages, shall be installed under the perimeter of the unit, also in
accordance with International Conference of Building Officials guidelines.

(5)

Entrance landing area. At the main entrance door to the unit there shall be a landing that is a
minimum of five feet which is constructed in accordance with building code requirements.

(6)

Transport equipment. All running gear, tongues, axles, and wheels must be removed at the
time of installation of the unit on the lot.

(7)

Finished floor elevation. The finished floor of the unit shall meet the manufacturer's
specifications unless the unit is located in a floodplain, in which case floodplain regulations shall
rule.

(8)

Additions. Attached additions and detached garages shall comply with the building code, and
floodplain regulations, if applicable. All standards of this section shall apply to such additions
and garages.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.10)

Sec. 117-258. - Mobile vending trailers.
(a)

Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish standards to regulate the use and location of
commercial trailers in the city. These standards are necessary to promote public safety and preserve
property values.

(b)

Applicability. This section shall apply to any commercial trailer or vending stand that is transported
to property within the city. A commercial trailer or vending stand is defined as a transportable
structure not permanently attached to the ground which is used on a shortterm basis to conduct a
commercial activity such as, but not limited to, the sale of merchandise or food. Vending carts and
tables shall be included in this definition.

(c)

General provisions. The following provisions shall apply to commercial trailers.
(1)

Commercial trailers and vending stands shall be permitted only in zoning districts which permit
the specific use for which the trailer is intended as permanent sited location, unless otherwise
allowed by this section.

(2)

Prior to locating a commercial trailer or vending stand on any parcel, a building permit privilege
license must be obtained. The trailer or stand must be permanently attached to a foundation
with an approved permit issued; if have the wheels are to remain, then proper skirting skirted
shall be fully installed around the perimeter of the unit. Only one commercial trailer is permitted
on each parcel, unless provide for otherwise within this section.

(3)

At the time a building permit is requested, a site plan shall be provided of the parcel on which
the trailer is to be located. The site plan shall show the boundaries of the parcel, all existing
buildings and their dimensions, parking areas and the number of spaces, and the proposed
location of the trailer.

(4)

When applicable, a state health district department approval letter shall accompany the permit
application for products under the jurisdiction of the state health district.department Use of the
commercial trailer or vending unit shall not commence until a final occupancy certificate is
issued by the building department.

(5)

A minimum of three parking spaces shall be provided for the use of employees and customers.
This requirement is in addition to the number of parking spaces required for the existing
buildings on the parcel. The trailer or stand may not be placed on the parcel if its placement
would cause the parcel to no longer meet this zoning chapter requirements for minimum
number of parking spaces.

(6)

The trailer must meet the minimum setback requirements for the zoning district in which it is
located. In no instance may a commercial trailer or vending stand be located within a public
right-of-way, unless otherwise permitted by this section.

(7)

The trailer unit must be inspected by the city electrical inspector to ensure the safety of the
outside electrical connections.

(8)

The trailer must not be placed in a location which may be unsafe for its occupants, customers
and the vehicles which must pass by.

(9)

Special exceptions and exempted activity.
1.

Seasonal inventory trailers shall be permitted by permit for a period not to exceed three
months, and must be placed in the rear yard of the subject property or docking area.

2.

Vending units shall be permitted in the industrial park area at manufacturing plants zoned I2 industrial, for a time duration not to exceed two hours, with a permit application including
an approval letter from the ownership provided to the planning department.

3.

Vending units shall be permitted at citywide amusement fairs, festivals, parades, athletic
events and games, if and only if, the business representative secures a valid business
license after giving proof of owner's consent.

(d)

4.

Sidewalk sales that are located at the front entrance to the building structure, and not in
parking areas nor along public rights-of-way shall be exempt from this section if the
products sold are part of the principal use of the commercial property. Inventory sales shall
satisfy all applicable building setbacks for the associated zoning district.

5.

Ice cream trucks shall exempted from this section, but must not be in business at a
extended and stationary location.

6.

Temporary tent sales shall be permitted in areas zoned for C-3 commercial for a maximum
of 30 days; the structure must be placed no close than 35 feet to any right-of-way line, and
required parking for the principal use must not be utilized by the tent location. The business
representative must secure site plan review and a valid business license after giving proof
of owner's consent.

Itinerant street vendors units .
(1)

(2)

(3)

Definitions . The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
following meanings ascribed to them, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
1.

Administrator means the planning director of the city or the designee;

2.

City means the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas;

3.

Itinerant street food vending units means a unit operated by a person dispensing food,
goods, materials or services from such unit or other contrivance operated in regulated
areas. This term shall not include or apply to a "temporary open air enterprise" or "mobile
vending units" as those terms are defined in this section which do include the following:
concession trailers, walk-in concession stands, charcoal smoke creating pit/trailers, tables
and tents vending accessory and non-food items, of which are not permitted under these
standards.

Itinerant units: Operating permit required .
1.

No person shall operate as an itinerant street vending unit in the city, except as expressly
permitted under this code section.

2.

Each itinerant street vendor, in addition to a city business license, must obtain an annual
operating permit from the city and business license renewal.

3.

Prior to issuing an operating permit, the city and/or the health department will inspect each
itinerant street vending unit to ensure each unit is in a mechanically safe condition, and
that all such units meet the equipment specifications of subsection (3) herein. The
inspection/review shall be conducted by the administrator or assignee.

Equipment specifications . All itinerant street vending units shall be equipped with the following:
1.

Signs or decals on both the front and the rear of the unit identifying the unit as an itinerant
street vendor and displaying the words "slow children crossing" in distinctive lettering at
least six inches in height.

2.

A sign or decal that is visible at all times with the business address and telephone number
of the business license holder printed on the side of the unit in letters of not less than two
inches in height.

3.

A trash receptacle to dispose of all litter that is generated from products sold from the
itinerant street vending unit.

4.

Stainless steel or FRP board for smooth, easily cleaned sanitized surfaces.

5.

Correct location and placement of work stations and storage cabinets as approved by the
health inspector.

6.

Health Inspector approved compartment sinks and clean water accommodations.

7.
(4)

(5)

Health Inspector approved refrigeration.

Operational requirements/operator permit required .
1.

Required . No person shall operate an itinerant street vending unit in the city, and no
person who owns or controls an itinerant street vending unit shall permit it to be so
operated at any time, unless the operator of said itinerant street vending unit shall have
first obtained an itinerant street vending unit permit issued under the provisions of this
chapter.

2.

Qualifications . No itinerant street vending unit driver's permit shall be granted unless the
applicant is at least 18 years of age, has a valid state issued driver's license, and the
applicant has no active suspension on his or her driving privileges in any state. Further, no
permit shall be issued or allowed if the applicant has been convicted or registered as a sex
offender or of a violent felony.

3.

Only individually pre-packaged products or items may be sold from itinerant street vending
units, unless the itinerant street vending unit has been issued a health department permit
from the state department of health.

4.

A copy of a current, valid health department permit from the State of Arkansas or a letter
from the state department of health stating that no permit is required, must be on file in the
city collector's office and must be carried within the itinerant street vending unit.

Application for permits. Any person desiring an itinerant street vending unit permit shall apply in
writing to the administrator. The form of such application shall be developed by the
administrator and shall include, but not be limited to, the age, name and address of the
applicant. The police department shall also have the authority to require additional
documentation, as needed, to process the application.
1.

When the application is approved, the itinerant street vending unit permit shall receive a
privilege license to operate within the City of Jonesboro. shall be issued in card form
designed by the administrator. The photograph of the driver shall be displayed on the card.
Each operator will be given an itinerant street vending unit permit number and location,
which will be on such permit. This card shall be posted in a prominent place in the itinerant
street vending unit and shall be shown to any customer, police officer, or code enforcement
officer upon request. Only one permit shall be posted in an itinerant street vending unit at
any time.

2.

Acknowledgment of Application. The applicant shall acknowledge with any application that
he or she understands that the itinerant street vending unit permit, if granted, will be for a
specific period of time not to exceed one year, and an annual review and approval will then
be required for renewal of said permit.

3.

Permit Issuance and Renewal Procedure . Itinerant Street Vending shall only be available
for permit approval at the following approved locations within the C-1 downtown district:
a.

Permit locations are restricted to the approved and adopted locations V-1 thru V-13.
Mapped allowable locations shall be maintained in both the planning department and
city collector's office at all times. Permits shall be issued for a duration of 12 months.
Upon expiration, the itinerant vendor shall apply for permit renewal with the office of
the planning director. Once all 13 approved locations are committed and reserved as
permitted sites, the administrator shall generate a waiting list of applicants hoping to
locate at one of the 13 approved locations. Once slots become available, the waiting
list shall continue to rotate. If at time of expiration, no vendor is awaiting unit location
assignment, a vendor's permit renewal may be approved and renewed at the same
location or any available slot.

b.

Special location exceptions: temporary itinerant vending shall be permitted at large
retail establishments having adequate parking to satisfy zoning code compliance, and

where approval has been granted by the commercial management by letter. Such
vending approval may be situated on the subject commercial property only in areas no
closer than 25 feet from the street right-of-way. All health department inspections and
approval shall be satisfied by such temporary itinerant operators.
(6)

(7)

(8)

Cleanliness required .
1.

The interior and exterior of each itinerant street vending unit, and all equipment therein,
shall be kept clean and sanitary, and maintained in good repair at all times.

2.

The interior and exterior of each vending unit shall comply with all local, state, and federal
codes and regulations governing the sale and distribution of food products.

3.

Trash canisters shall be visibly available and all associated trash and waste collection
within the perimeter of the vending unit shall be the responsibility of the vendor.

Vending location restrictions . No itinerant street vendor shall vend within 500 feet of any
property used as a school from one hour before the regular school day to one hour after the
regular school day; provided, this subsection shall not apply on days when school is not
attended by children.
1.

Itinerant street vendors may only vend from the side of the unit, which shall be away from
moving traffic and as near as possible to the curb or edge of the roadway or street.

2.

No itinerant street vendor may vend to a person standing in the roadway.

3.

No itinerant street vendor may vend in areas that will cause non-compliance with the city's
Code sections 66-188 and 117-327.

Penalty for violations . Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be subject
to a fine in the amount of $75.00.
In the event of a continuing violation, each and every day the violation continues is considered a
separate and punishable violation. Each sales transaction completed in violation of the terms of
this subchapter shall be considered a separate violation.

(Zoning Ord., §§ 14.25.01—14.25.04; Ord. No. 08:005, 2-20-2008; Ord. No. 13:058, § 1, 11-52013; Ord. No. 14:025, § 1, 5-6-2014)
Sec. 117-259. - Off-premises outdoor advertising sign standards.
(a)

Purpose. This section establishes the regulations for the continuing use of off-premises outdoor
advertising signs or billboards, herein after referred to by the term off-premises sign in order to
encourage an attractive environment, to promote the development of businesses and organizations,
to inform and direct the general public, to protect and enhance the physical appearance of the
community, to ensure public safety along streets and highways. The purpose of regulating offpremises signs is to:
(1)

Ensure compatibility of billboards with surrounding land use;

(2)

Enhance the economy of the city;

(3)

Protect the public interest in streets and highways;

(4)

Promote and maintain the safety and general welfare of citizens and their property in the
vicinity of outdoor advertising structures;

(5)

Allow property owners the opportunity to sell or lease their properties for outdoor advertising
uses and maximize the value of their property; and

(6)

Provide and protect tax revenues by promoting the reasonable, orderly and effective display of
outdoor advertising.

(b)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Back-to-back sign means an off-premises sign consisting of two sign facings oriented in opposite
directions with not more than two faces per sign facing.
Directional sign means a sign erected for the convenience of the public, such as for directing traffic
movement, parking, or identifying restrooms, public telephones, walkways and other similar features or
facilities, and bearing no advertising message.
Double-faced sign means an off-premise sign with two adjacent faces oriented in the same direction
and not more than ten feet apart at the nearest point between the two faces.
Facing means that portion of an off-premise sign upon which advertising is affixed or painted and
visible in one direction at one time.
Freestanding sign means an off-premises sign erected on a freestanding framework supported and
affixed by one or more uprights or braces in or upon the ground.
Multiple-faced sign means an off-premises sign comprised of sections which rotate to display a
series of advertisements, each advertisement being displayed continuously for a short period of time
without movement.
Off-premises outdoor advertising sign means a sign, including the supporting sign structure, which is
visible from a street or highway and advertises goods or services not usually located on the premises
and/or property upon which the sign is located; also called a billboard. This definition includes a junior
outdoor advertising sign, which is differentiated by its six-foot by 12-foot sign faces. The following shall
not be considered an off-premises sign for the purposes of this section:
(1)

Directional or official signs authorized by law;

(2)

Real estate signs; and

(3)

On-premises signs.

Official sign means a sign erected by a governmental agency or its designee, setting forth
information pursuant to law.
On-premises sign means a sign which advertises the primary goods or services sold or taking place
upon the premises or parcel of land on which the sign is located.
Real estate sign means a sign, which advertises the sale or lease of the property upon which, the
sign is located.
Roof-mounted sign means an off-premises sign attached to the roof of a building.
V-type sign means an off-premises sign structure which consists of multiple sign facings placed at
angles to each other, oriented in different directions and not exceeding ten feet apart at the nearest point
to each other.
Wall sign means an off-premises outdoor sign attached to or painted on the wall of a building or
structure.
(c)

(d)

Permitted locations. Off-premises outdoor advertising signs shall be permitted by right in the
following zone districts except where the property on which the sign is to be located adjoins a
residentially zoned property then it shall become a conditional use:
(1)

C-3-general commercial district;

(2)

I-1-limited industrial district; and

(3)

I-2-general industrial district.

Conditional use. Off-premises outdoor advertising signs shall be permitted as a conditional use in
the following zone districts:

(1)

C-1-downtown core commercial district;

(2

C-2-downtown fringe commercial district;

(3)

C-4-neighborhood commercial district; and

(4)

C-5-(CR-1) neighborhood office district.

(e)

Scenic restrictions. Off-premises signs shall not be located in the residential portion of any area
designated as a "scenic roadside" or "scenic byway." These areas include: Harrisburg Road (AR 1)
from Highland to Stadium Dr.

(f)

Nonconforming signs. Any off-premises sign in existence on the effective date of the ordinance from
which this section is derived, which does not meet the requirements of this section may be
maintained as a matter of right as legal nonconforming signs, provided that:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(g)

(h)

Such signs are properly maintained and do not endanger the public;
The signs were installed in conformance with a valid permit or complied with all applicable laws
on the effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived; and
Legal nonconforming signs:
a.

May be replaced by a new sign provided it does not exceed the size of the sign it is
replacing and meets all structural standards of this section;

b.

The sign facing may be structurally altered in order to maintain the appearance of a sign,
prolong its life, or to change advertising content; and

c.

Sign structures affixed to the ground may be reestablished within ninety (90) days after
damage or destruction provided the replacement sign does not exceed the size of the sign
it is replacing and meets all structural standards of this section.

General provisions.
(1)

No off-premises sign shall be constructed which resembles any official marker erected by a
governmental entity, or which by reason of position, shape, or color would conflict with the
proper functioning of any official traffic control device.

(2)

Off-premises signs shall be constructed in accordance with local and state building and
electrical codes. Structural engineering plans, sealed by a structural engineer licensed in the
state, shall accompany applications for a sign permit and shall be subject to wind load
requirements set forth in the International Building Code.

(3)

Off-premises signs shall be regularly maintained in good appearance and safe structural
condition.

(4)

No off-premises sign shall be constructed on a property without the written consent of the
property owner of record at the time of the sign's placement.

(5)

The general area in the vicinity of any freestanding sign on developed or undeveloped property
shall be kept free and clear of sign materials, debris, trash and refuse.

Size of signs.
(1)

Signs may be back-to-back, double-faced, V-type, and multiple-faced with not more than two
faces to each facing side. Such a structure shall be considered as one off-premises sign.

(2)

The maximum sign area for each facing side shall not exceed 1,200 square feet, with any one
sign face not exceeding 672 square feet. These maximum areas exclude the base or apron,
trim supports, other structural elements of the sign, and temporary embellishments. Temporary
embellishments shall not exceed 20 percent of the maximum sign area allowed.

(3)

Rotating sign faces with variable messages will not be allowed. be measured while in a
stationary position with one message visible.

(i)

(j)

(k)

Height of an off-premises sign.
(1)

A full-size off-premises sign shall maintain a minimum clearance of ten feet measured from the
natural ground level at the base of the sign to the bottom of the framing around the sign face.

(2)

The base of a junior off-premises sign may be placed at natural ground level or may be
elevated to a maximum of eight feet measured from ground level the to bottom of the framing
around the sign face.

(3)

An off-premises sign shall have a maximum height not to exceed 50 feet measured from the
grade level of the roadway to which the sign is oriented to the top of the framing along the sign
face.

(4)

The natural ground level at the base of the sign shall not be altered so as to increase the height
of the sign.

Spacing for off-premises signs.
(1)

No off-premises sign shall be established within 1,000 1500 feet of any other off-premises sign,
measured along the same side of Interstate 63 555 to which the sign is oriented. This regulation
includes commercial lots fronting the access roads.

(2)

No off-premises sign shall be established within 1,500 feet of any other off-premises sign,
measured from any angle or direction to which the sign is oriented in all other commercial areas
of the city.

(3)

The spacing between signs does not apply to sign structures separated by buildings or other
obstructions in such a manner that only one sign located within the spacing distances is visible
from the street at any one time.

(4)

Spacing from directional and official signs, on-premises signs, or any other sign which does not
constitute an off-premises sign shall not be counted nor shall measurements be made from
such signs for the purpose of determining compliance with these spacing requirements.

(5)

The minimum distance between off-premises signs shall be measured along the nearest edge
of the pavement between points directly opposite the center of the signs along each side of the
street or highway and shall apply to sign structures located on the same side of the same street
or highway.

Setback requirements. Required setbacks shall be measured from the applicable line of the property
on which it is located to the signpost that is closest to said property line.
(1)

Street setback: five feet from the street right-of-way line.

(2)

Side setback: five feet from the side property line

(3)

Rear setback: an off-premises sign shall be set back a minimum of 25 feet from the rear line of
the property on which it is located.

(4)

In no case shall any portion of an off-premises sign overhang or be placed in the public right-ofway.

(5)
(l)

In no case shall any portion of an off-premises sign overhang an adjoining private property.

Lighting.
(1)

Off-premises signs that contain, include, or are illuminated by flashing, intermittent or moving
lights are prohibited.

(2)

Reflective surfaces or devices on sign faces are permitted provided such signs do not interfere
with traffic safety.

(3)

Illuminated electronic variable message signs giving public information such as, but not limited
to, time, date, temperature, weather or other similar information are permitted.

(4)

Illuminated electronic variable message signs giving commercial information are permitted,
provided such signs do not interfere with traffic safety and do not resemble or simulate traffic
control or safety devices or signs. All illuminated electronic variable message signs must:

a) Use automatic dimming technology to adjust the brightness of the sign relative to
ambient light so at no times shall the sign exceed the brightness level of 3/10th foot
candles above ambient light as measured using a foot candle meter.
b) All signs shall contain a default mechanism that will cause the sign to revert immediately
to a black screen if the sign malfunctions.
c) No sign message shall be displayed for a period of time less than 8 seconds and a
maximum transition time between messages shall seem instantaneous to the human
eye.

(m)

(5)

All off-premises signs including legal nonconforming signs shall be effectively shielded to
prevent beams or rays from being directed toward any portion of street travelways and must not
be of such intensity or brilliance to cause glare or impair the vision of the driver of any motor
vehicle.

(6)

All off-premises signs including legal nonconforming signs shall be effectively shielded to
prevent light beams or rays from being directed toward any residential properties.

(7)

No off-premises sign including legal nonconforming signs shall be so illuminated that it
interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official traffic sign, device or signal.

Sign permit. No off-premises outdoor advertising sign shall be erected without securing a permit
from the city and payment of a one-time permit fee as established by resolution by the Jonesboro
City Council. An application for an off-premises sign shall be accompanied by a site survey and plan
at a minimum scale of one inch equals 50 feet, prepared by a registered surveyor or engineer
licensed in the state, showing the following information:
(1)

Name, address and telephone number of the property owner of record;

(2)

Ownership certificate signed by the property owner of record;

(3)

Name, address, and telephone of the owner of the proposed sign;

(4)

Name, address, and telephone number of the contractor proposed to install the proposed sign;

(5)

Existing property boundaries and any structures and other physical features of the site;

(6)

Location of existing streets and depicting the full right-of-way of said streets;

(7)

Location of structures and physical features on properties abutting the site of the proposed
sign;

(8)

Location of any nearby off-premises outdoor advertising signs;

(9)

Zone district designation in which the proposed site is located;

(10)

Setback lines;

(11)

Elevation views of the proposed sign showing all faces, height and width dimensions, and
dimension from ground level to the bottom of the sign faces;

(12)

Construction details of the proposed sign showing all structural components, electrical
facilities, and lighting; and

(13)

Certified statement from a professional structural engineer licensed in the state that the sign
meets all requirements of the International Building Code including wind load provisions.

Following issuance of a sign permit and completion of installation, the structural engineer shall verify, in
writing, to the city planner that the sign has been installed in accordance with the approved plan and
permit.
(n)

(o)

Correction of deficiencies or removal of off-premises signs.
(1)

Any off-premises sign that has been abandoned or that has been inspected and determined to
be structurally unsafe and therefore a danger to public safety shall be renovated or removed by
the owner of the sign within 60 days from receipt of a notice to correct or remove issued by the
department of planning, inspection and code enforcement. If the deficiencies in the sign or the
sign are not removed within this 60-day period, the city may have the sign removed and charge
the sign owner with the cost of removal plus a $100.00 administrative service fee.

(2)

An off-premises sign installed after the effective date of this section of the zoning chapter
without a sign permit and/or not conforming to this section, shall be removed by the owner. The
sign owner shall not be entitled to compensation for the sign removal and shall reimburse the
city for any cost incurred in connection with the removal.

Protection of first amendment rights. Any off-premises sign may contain any otherwise lawful,
noncommercial message, including any political message, as well as advertising copy that directs
attention to a business operated for profit or to a commodity or service for sale, and that complies
with all other requirements of this chapter.

(Zoning Ord. § 43.32.11; Ord. No. 3447, 12-1-2005; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007; Ord. No.
18:014, § 1, 4-3-2018)
Sec. 117-260. - Wireless communication facility standards.
(a)

Purposes. The wireless communication facility development standards are designed to achieve the
following purposes:
(1)

Provide a range of locations for wireless communication facilities, hereinafter referred to as
throughout the city;

(2)

Encourage the location of wireless communication facilities onto existing structures to reduce
the number of new communication towers needed to serve the city;

(3)
(4)

Control the type of wireless communication support structures, including towers, that are
constructed;

(5)

Protect residential areas and scenic corridors from uncontrolled development of wireless
communication facilities by requiring reasonable location or siting conditions;

(6)

Ensure the harmonious, orderly and efficient growth and development of wireless
communication facilities within the city;

(7)

Provide development standards for wireless communication facilities, that are consistent with
the requirements of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996;

(8)
(9)
(b)

Encourage collocation and site sharing of new and existing wireless communication facilities;

Provide clear performance standards for locating wireless communication facilities; and
Streamline and expedite the permitting procedures for wireless communication facilities to
effect compliance with the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Interpretation and definitions.
(1)

Construction of other ordinances. To the extent the development standards of this section
conflict with other ordinances of the city, these development standards shall control.

(2)

Rules for words and phrases. For the purposes of this section, words used in the present tense
include the future tense; words in the singular number include the plural number; and words in
the plural number include the singular number. The term "shall" is mandatory; the term "may" is
permissive; the term "used" includes "designed" and "intended" or arranged to be used or
occupied. The term "person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust,
foundation, company or corporation as well as an individual.

(3)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:
Antenna array means one or more rods, panels, discs or similar devices used for the
transmission or reception of radio frequency signals, which may include, but not be limited to,
omnidirectional antenna (rod), directional antenna (panel) and parabolic antenna (disc). An
antenna array, hereinafter referred to as an antenna, does not include the support structure.
Attached wireless communication wireless facility means an antenna that is attached to an
existing building or structure such as utility poles, signs, water towers, rooftops, towers with any
accompanying pole or device which anchor the antenna to the existing building or structure
attachment structure along with associated connection cables and an equipment facility which
may be located either inside or outside the existing building or structure.
Collocation/site sharing means use of a common wireless communication facility or
common site by more than one wireless communication license holder, often referred to as the
carrier, or by one wireless license holder for more than one type of communications technology
and/or placement of an antenna on a structure owned or operated by a utility or other public
entity.
Equipment compound means that portion of a wireless communication facility or an
attached wireless communication facility that may contain a support structure and/or equipment
facilities and is completely enclosed by security fencing.
Equipment facility means any structure used to contain ancillary equipment for a wireless
communication facility and may include cabinets, shelter, and a build-out of an existing
structure, pedestals, and other similar structures.
FAA means the Federal Aviation Administration.
FCC means the Federal Communications Commission.
FTA means the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.
Height means the vertical distance measured from the base of a tower or other support
structure to the highest point on the wireless communication facility, including the antenna array
and other attachments.
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission (MAPC) means the officially designated planning
and zoning authority for the city.
Setback means the required distance from the property line of the parcel of land, on which
the wireless communication facility is located to the base of the support structure and
equipment shelter or cabinet; or, in the case of guy-wire supports, the guy anchors.
Stealth technology means the technique or process of disguising wireless communication
facilities to fit into the natural or urban landscape.
Support structure means a structure designed and constructed specifically to support an
antenna support structure and shall include a monopole, lattice tower, guy-wire support tower
and other similar structures. Any attachment device used to anchor an attached structure shall
be excluded from the definition and regulations applicable to support structures.
Temporary wireless communication facility means a wireless communication facility to be
placed in use for 90 days or less.

Wireless communication facility , hereinafter referred to as a wireless facility, means any
un-staffed wireless facility used for the transmission and/or reception of wireless
telecommunication services, usually consisting of an antenna, connection cables, an equipment
facility, and, if appropriate, a support structure to achieve the necessary elevation.
Wireless communications means any personal wireless service as defined in the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (FTA) that includes FCC licensed commercial wireless
telecommunications services including cellular, personal communication services (PCS),
specialized mobile radio (AMR), enhanced specialized mobile radio (ESMR), paging, and
similar services that currently exist.
(c)

Preferred locations for wireless facilities.
(1)

Attached wireless facilities are allowed as a permitted use, a use by right, in all zone districts.
Support structures shall be allowed in the various zone districts as shown in the following table:

Wireless Communication Facility Support Structures
By Type And Permitted Zone District
Zone district
Support structures permitted as conditional uses in the
following zone districts:

Type of permitted support structure
Stealth Monopole Lattice

Lattice with
Guy

AG

Agricultural district

X

X

X

X

RR

Rural residential

X

X

X

X

R-O

Single-family low density residential

X

—

—

—

R-1

Single-family medium density residential

X

—

—

—

RS-1—RS-8

Single-family residential

X

—

—

—

R-1A

Single-family high density residential

X

—

—

—

R-2

Multifamily low density residential

X

—

—

—

R-2A

Multifamily medium density residential

X

—

—

—

R-3

Multifamily high density residential

X

---

—

—

RM-4—RM-16

Multifamily districts

X

—

—

—

CR-1

Neighborhood office district

X

X

—

—

C-4

Neighborhood commercial district

X

X

—

—

C-3

General commercial district

X

X

X

X

C-2

Downtown fringe commercial district

X

X

---

---

C-1

Downtown core commercial district

X

X

—

—

Support structures permitted "by right" in the following zone
districts:
I-1

Limited industrial district

X

X

X

—

I-2

General industrial district

X

X

X

—

(2)

Locations for wireless facilities are listed below in order of preference:
a.

Antenna attachments onto an existing support structure including collocation with other
wireless facilities.

b.

Attached wireless facilities.

c.

Location within an industrial zone district (I-1 or I-2).

d.

Location within a C-3, general commercial district.

e.

Location within a C-1, C-2, C-4 or CR-1 commercial district.

f.

Location within a AG or RR district.

g.

Location within a residential district.

h.

Prior to applying to the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission for a conditional use to
permit a new location for a wireless facility, the applicant shall provide the city planner with
adequate information to establish that equipment planned for the proposed wireless facility
cannot be accommodated on existing or approved towers, buildings or alternative
structures within the applicants search radius, or search ring, or within a less restrictive
zone district due to one or more of the following reasons:
1.

The planned equipment would exceed the structural capacity of the existing or
approved tower, building or structures, as documented by a qualified and licensed
state professional engineer, and the existing or approved tower, building or structure
cannot be reinforced, modified or replaced to accommodate planned or equivalent
equipment at a reasonable cost.

2.

The planned equipment would cause interference materially impacting the usability of
other existing or planned equipment at the tower, building or other structure as
documented by a qualified and licensed state engineer and the interference cannot be
prevented at a reasonable cost.

3.

Existing or approved towers, buildings or other structures within the search radius or
ring, or combinations thereof, cannot accommodate the planned equipment at a

height necessary to function reasonably as documented by an qualified radio
frequency (RF) engineer.
4.

Other unforeseen reasons that make it infeasible to locate the planned
telecommunication equipment upon an existing or approved tower, building or other
structure, or within a less restrictive zone district.

(d)

Zoning permit and building permit required. No person shall install or construct any wireless facility
unless and until a zoning permit, if applicable, and a building permit have been issued pursuant to
the requirements of this zoning chapter.

(e)

Preexisting wireless communication facilities. Any wireless facility installed prior to the effective date
of the zoning ordinance amendment from which this section is derived shall be considered as
nonconforming.

(f)

Nonconforming facilities. Wireless communication facilities in existence on the date of the adoption
of the amendment to the zoning ordinance from which this section is derived, which do not comply
with the requirements of this section are considered to be nonconforming and are subject to the
following provisions:
(1)

Expansion. Nonconforming wireless facilities may continue in use for their existing purpose, but
may not be expanded without complying with this article except as further provided in this
section.

(2)

Additions. Nonconforming wireless facilities may add additional antennas and ground
equipment and may expand the footprint of the then-existing equipment compound belonging to
the same service provider (carrier) or other providers subject to administrative review under this
section.

(3)

Repairs or reconstruction. Nonconforming wireless facilities that become damaged due to any
reason or cause may be repaired and restored to their former use, location, and physical
dimensions subject to the provisions of this section.

(4)

Abandonment. Any nonconforming wireless facility not in use for six months shall be deemed
abandoned and all rights as a nonconforming use shall cease.

(g)

Amateur radio exclusion. This section shall not govern the installation of any amateur radio wireless
facility that is owned and operated by a FCC licensed amateur radio station operator.

(h)

Airport proximity. Any wireless facility located or proposed to be located in airport areas including
approach zones governed by the FAA shall comply with the provisions of all applicable local, state
and Federal Airport Regulations.

(i)

Development standards. The following development standards shall apply to all wireless facility
installations constructed after the effective date of the amendment to the zoning ordinance from
which this section is derived.
(1)

Height standards.
a.

Wireless facilities on attachment structures and existing support structures. Antennas
mounted on an existing building, water tank or other attachment structure other than a
freestanding support structure just not extend more than 30 feet above the highest part of
the structure.

b.

Wireless facilities on new support structures.

Location

Maximum Height

Residential zone district

100 feet

Commercial zone district

199 feet

Industrial zone district

199 feet

Agricultural zone district

199 feet

In the event an applicant has a compelling reason to exceed these height standards, the matter
may be referred to the board of zoning adjustment for review, consideration, and decision.
(2)

(3)

Setback standards.
a.

Wireless facilities on existing support structures shall conform to existing setbacks.

b.

Wireless communication facilities on new support structures shall be set back a minimum
of 50 feet from all property lines including street right-of-way lines.

Landscaping.
a.

(4)

New construction. New wireless facilities on new support structures shall have a
landscaped area a minimum of ten feet in width around the outside perimeter of the
security fence and shall be planted with the following materials:
1.

One row of evergreen trees with a minimum caliper of 1.75 inches installed with
maximum spacing of 25 feet.

2.

Evergreen shrubs capable of creating a continuous hedge and obtaining a height of
eight feet shall be planted with a maximum spacing of five feet. Plants shall be at least
three-gallon container plants and be 36 inches tall at the time of planting.

3.

All plants and trees shall be indigenous to this part of the state and shall be drought
resistant.

b.

Land form preservation. Existing mature tree growth and natural landform of the wireless
facility site shall be preserved to the extent feasible. However, this vegetation may be
trimmed or removed if it causes interference with the support structure or antenna or
inhibits access to the equipment compound.

c.

Vegetation. Existing vegetation on a wireless facility site may be used in lieu of required
landscaping where approved by the city planner.

d.

Minimum site disturbance.
1.

Grading for a new wireless facility shall be minimized and limited only to the area
necessary for the new structures and equipment, and for access and utility service to
the wireless facility.

2.

Erosion control facilities, approved by the city engineering department, shall be
correctly installed prior to any land disturbance or land alteration activities. These
facilities shall be maintained in good, serviceable condition throughout the
construction process.

Aesthetics, placement, materials and colors.
a.

Antenna attachments shall be designed to be compatible with the wireless facility to which
it is to be affixed, including matching the proposed array with the support structure's
design, facade colors, and camouflage or stealth technology.

b.

(5)

New wireless facilities shall be designed to be compatible with existing structures in the
surrounding area to the extent feasible. The proposed wireless facility must be consistent
with the tower type and height standards indicated in this section for similar properties in
similar locations, including considerations of scale and space of the immediate vicinity of
the new wireless facility, placement in a location that is consistent with proper functioning
of the wireless facility, the use of compatible or neutral colors, and camouflage or stealth
technology.

Lighting. Wireless facilities shall not be artificially illuminated, directly or indirectly, except for:
a.

Security and safety lighting of equipment buildings if such lighting is shielded to keep light
within the boundaries of the site; and

b.

Illumination required by the FAA or other applicable authority provided all lighting fixtures
are installed in a manner to minimize impacts on adjacent properties. Unless otherwise
required, such lighting shall be red and a type of lens used to reduce ground lighting when
the site is within 100 feet of a residential structure.

(6)

Fencing. An opaque fence, including slatted chainlink, not less than eight feet in height, shall
enclose all wireless facilities. Security features may be incorporated into the buffer and
landscaping areas around the outside perimeter of the equipment compound.

(7)

Signage. Wireless facilities shall not display any signage, logos, decals, symbols or any
message of a commercial or noncommercial nature. Small message signs containing
identification and contact information and emergency telephone numbers as required by local,
state, and federal regulations and small no trespassing and other warning signs may be posted
on the fence.

(8)

(9)

Radio frequency emissions and sound.
a.

Radio frequency impact. The FTA gives the FCC jurisdiction for regulating radio frequency
(RF) emissions. The approval of wireless facilities shall not be conditioned or denied on the
basis of RF impact.

b.

FCC compliance. Applicants for wireless facilities shall be required to provide information
with the application on the periodic measurement of the effective radiated power of the
wireless facility and how this meets FCC standards. A procedure or protocol shall be
established for furnishing this information to the city so RF emission levels may be
monitored.

c.

Sound prohibited. No unusual sound emissions such as alarms, bells, buzzers or the like
are permitted.

Structural integrity.
a.

Wireless facilities with support structures shall be constructed to the Electronics Industries
Association and Telecommunications Industries Association (EIA/TIA) 222 Revision F
Standard entitled Structural Standards for Steel Antennas Towers and Antenna Support
Structures, as it may be updated and amended. Each support structure shall be capable of
supporting multiple antennas.

b.

All support structures shall be designed and constructed to collapse within the industryapproved radius of the centerpoint of the structure. However, in no case shall the collapse
radius go beyond a property line.

c.

All support structures shall be designed and constructed to meet seismic requirements of
all applicable codes.

d.

All support structures shall be designed and constructed to meet wind-load requirements of
all applicable codes.

Compliance with these structural requirements shall be certified by an independent structural
engineer registered in the state and also by the manufacturer of the structure. These certifications
must be submitted to the city before a building permit can be issued for the structure.

(j)

(k)

(10)

Design and collocation support structure. All wireless facilities with a support structure up to a
height of 150 feet shall be engineered and constructed to accommodate at least three antenna.
All wireless communication facilities with a support structure 150 feet or greater shall be
engineered and constructed to accommodate at least four antenna.

(11)

Collocation statement. All applicants for a wireless facility shall submit a statement with the
application agreeing to allow and actively market collocation opportunities to other wireless
communication providers or carriers. The statement shall include the applicant's policy
regarding collocation of other providers and the methodology to be used by the applicant in
determining reasonable rental rates for other providers. The collocation statement shall be
conditioned on the issuance of a zoning permit and a building permit for the proposed wireless
facility. These permits may not be issued unless the applicant complies with the collocation
policy outlined in this section.

(12)

Compliance with building codes. In addition to the requirements of this section, construction of
all wireless facilities shall comply with all local and state construction codes.

Review process.
(1)

All proposed wireless facilities that include support structures shall be subject to the conditional
use procedure, standards, and guidelines set out in article V of this chapter. Provided, however,
that all proposed attached wireless communication facilities as well as support structures in the
I-1 and I-2 zone districts are allowed as permitted uses subject to the standards and guidelines
as set out in article VIII of this zoning chapter.

(2)

Temporary wireless facilities may be permitted by administrative approval for a term not to
exceed 90 days. Once granted, a temporary wireless facility permit may be extended for an
additional 90 days upon evidence of need presented by the applicant. In cases of emergency,
e.g., storm damage to an existing tower or other circumstances resulting in interruption of
existing service, the administrative review shall be expedited to the extent feasible.

Approval process.
(1)

Application submission.
a.

Submission requirements. Each applicant requesting a conditional use permit, zoning
permit, and building permit for a facility must be signed by the landowner of record, the
developer of the support structure, and the initial communication provider or carrier. An
application without all signatories shall be considered incomplete and will not be reviewed.
1.

Certificate of ownership giving the names, titles, relationships, and addresses of all
landowners of record. Each owner of record must sign the certificate. A copy of the
deed for the land proposed as the site for a wireless facility must accompany the
certificate.

2.

Site survey prepared by a surveyor licensed in the state showing property boundaries,
topography, major vegetation, existing structures, and other features. This survey
should also illustrate, but not with survey accuracy, the location of structures on
abutting land including land on the opposite side of an adjoining public street.

3.

Site plan showing the location of all proposed facilities including the support structure,
equipment buildings or shelters, setback lines, access driveways, parking spaces,
fencing, landscaping, and any other features deemed important in explaining the
proposal. A site plan is not required if the wireless facility is proposed to be located on
an existing structure.

(2)

4.

Elevation of the support structure showing dimensions of the base of the structure,
height of the structure, location of antenna array, and other information necessary to
adequately depict the structure.

5.

Specifications for the support structure and antenna including a description of design
characteristics and materials.

6.

Photographic simulations of the site from four directions with the support structure in
place. The purpose of these simulated photographs is to help evaluate the potential
visual and aesthetic impacts the proposed structure will have on the surrounding area.
In unusual situations, the city planner may require a balloon test to help evaluate the
potential impact a support structure might have on the surrounding neighborhood.

7.

Evidence that a valid FCC license has been issued for the proposed wireless facility.

8.

Acknowledgment of the structural certification requirements and a statement affirming
the intention to provide these certifications to the city prior to a request for a building
permit.

9.

An agreement to remove the support structure within 90 days after cessation of use.

10.

Evidence that the applicant has made a reasonable good faith attempt to locate its
wireless facility onto an existing structure. Competitive conflict and financial burden
alone are not deemed to be adequate reasons against collocation.

11.

Evidence that an applicant proposing to place a wireless facility in a residential
district cannot achieve the desired service coverage and capacity by placing the
wireless facility in a nonresidential district.

12.

Evidence that the proposed wireless facility is to be designed engineered and
constructed with the capability of sharing the wireless facility with other service
providers.

13.

A collocation statement that allows and ensures active marketing of collocation
opportunities to other wireless facility providers or carriers. This agreement shall
include the applicant's policy regarding collocation of other providers and the
methodology to be used by the applicant in determining reasonable rental rates for
other service providers.

14.

A statement describing the applicant's proposed protocol for periodically monitoring
radio frequency (RF) emissions and reporting the findings to the city.

b.

Application fee. A plan review fee in the amount established by the city shall accompany
each application for a support structure or an antenna array.

c.

Additional technical assistance. In the course of its consideration of an application for a
wireless facility, the city may deem it necessary, in complex situations, to employ an
engineer or other consultant qualified in the design and installation of wireless facilities to
assist the city in reviewing technical aspects of the application. In such cases, the actual
cost incurred by the city in obtaining the technical review and recommendation shall be
reimbursed by the applicant prior to the conditional use hearing before the Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission. The proposal for technical review services, including a "not to
exceed" cost estimate, shall be presented to the applicant for approval prior to employing
an engineer or other consultant.

Administrative review.
a.

Review authority. An application for collocation of an antenna on an existing support
structure already approved as a conditional use may be reviewed and approved by the city
planner.

b.

Review criteria. Each application shall be reviewed for compliance with the development
criteria specified in this section.

(3)

MAPC approval.
a.

Review authority. The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission shall be the review
authority for all wireless facility applications not eligible for administrative review.

b.

Notice of public hearing. All notice of public hearing procedures prescribed for
consideration of a conditional use shall be followed.

c.

Public hearing. MAPC shall review and consider a conditional use application at a public
hearing. Interested persons may appear and offer information in support or opposition to
the proposed wireless facility application. MAPC shall consider the following factors in
reaching a decision:

d.

e.

f.

1.

The complete conditional use application for a wireless facility shall be reviewed for
compliance with the development criteria set forth in this section.

2.

MAPC may recommend alternative development criteria, impose stipulations, or add
restrictions on the wireless facility proposal as it deems necessary to reduce or
minimize any adverse effects and to enhance the compatibility of the wireless facility
with the surrounding property, in accordance with the purposes and intent of this
section of the zoning chapter. Provided, however, the alternative development criteria,
conditions or restrictions are reasonable and capable of being accomplished. The
inclusion of additional conditions, development criteria or restrictions shall be by
specific inclusion in a motion for approval.

Approval criteria. A conditional use permit for a wireless facility may be granted when each
of the following finding of fact have been made by the MAPC:
1.

The wireless facility will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located
where proposed by the application and developed according to the submitted plan;

2.

The wireless facility meets all required conditions, specifications and development
standards of this chapter;

3.

The wireless facility will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting
property;

4.

The location and character of the wireless facility, if developed according to the
submitted plan, will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in
general conformity with the city comprehensive plan;

5.

Any additional development conditions recommended by MAPC are based upon the
purpose and goals of this section which is to promote, preserve, and protect the public
interest;

6.

Any additional development conditions recommended by MAPC are reasonable and
capable of being accomplished.

Action. Following the public hearing and presentation of evidence the MAPC shall take one
of the following actions:
1.

Approve the application as submitted;

2.

Approve the application with conditions or modifications;

3.

Deny the application in writing; or

4.

Refer the application to the city council for final disposition.

Findings. All decisions rendered by the MAPC concerning a wireless facility application
shall be supported by written findings of fact and conclusions of law based upon
substantial evidence of record. All findings of fact and the reasoning behind a decision
shall be provided to the applicant within 15 days following the decision.

g.

Appeals. A decision of the MAPC to deny the application may be appealed to the city
council.

(l)

Removal of abandoned support structures. Any support structure that is not operated for a
continuous period of 12 6 months shall be considered abandoned, and the city, at its election, may
require the support structure owner to remove the support structure within 90 days after notice from
the city. If there are two or more users of a single support structure, this provision shall not become
effective until all service providers or carriers cease to use the support structure. If the owner of an
abandoned support structure cannot be located or is no longer in business, the requirements of this
section shall be the responsibility of the landowner on whose property the support structure is
located.

(m)

Revocation zoning permit and building permit. A zoning permit and/or a building permit for
development of a wireless facility may be revoked at any time during the construction process for
any violation of the zoning chapter including this section. Permits may be reinstated once the
violation is corrected.

(n)

Small Cell Facilities. Are permitted in all zoning districts pursuant to requirements of Ord. 19-044.

(Ord. No. 3448, § 14.32.12)
Secs. 117-261—117-283. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - ON-PREMISES SIGNS
Sec. 117-284. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Abandoned sign means a sign that no longer identifies or advertises a location, product, or activity
conducted on the premises on which the sign is located.
Animated sign means a sign employing actual motion or the illusion of motion. Animated signs,
which are differentiated from changeable signs as defined and regulated by this Code, include the
following types:
(1)

Environmentally activated. Animated signs or devices motivated by wind, thermal changes, or
other natural environmental input. Includes spinners, pinwheels, pennant strings, and/or other
devices or displays that respond to naturally occurring external motivation are not allowed.

(2)

Mechanically activated. Animated signs characterized by repetitive motion and/or rotation
activated by a mechanical system powered by electric motors or other mechanically induced
means are not allowed.

(3)

Electrically activated. Animated signs producing the illusion of movement by means of
electronic, electrical, or electromechanical input and/or illumination capable of simulating
movement through employment of the characteristics of one or both of the classifications noted
below:
a.

Flashing. Animated signs or animated portions of signs whose illumination is characterized
by a repetitive cycle in which the period of illumination is either the same as or less than
the period of nonillumination. For the purposes of this division, flashing will not be defined
as occurring if the cyclical period between on-off phases of illumination exceeds four
seconds.

b.

Patterned illusionary movement. Animated signs or animated portions of signs whose
illumination is characterized by simulated movement through alternate or sequential

activation of various illuminated elements for the purpose of producing repetitive light
patterns designed to appear in some form of constant motion.
Architectural projection means any projection that is not intended for occupancy and that extends
beyond the face of an exterior wall of a building but that does not include signs as defined herein. See
also: Awning, backlit awning, and canopy, attached and freestanding.
Area of sign means the total area within the extreme perimeter of the attraction area intended to
draw attention to the sign, including all open spaces. See also: Copy area of sign.
Awning means an architectural projection or shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior
wall of a building and composed of a covering of rigid or nonrigid materials and/or fabric on a supporting
framework that may be either permanent or retractable. The term "awning" means any structure, such as
canvas, projecting from the wall of a building over a window or entrance.
Awning sign means a sign displayed on or attached flat against the surface or surfaces of an awning.
See also Wall or fascia sign.
Backlit awning means an awning having covering material exhibiting the characteristic of luminosity
obtained by means of a source of illumination contained within its framework.
Banner means a flexible substrate on which copy or graphics may be displayed.
Banner sign means a sign utilizing a banner as its display surface.
Billboard. See Off-premises sign and commercial outdoor advertising sign.
Building facade means that portion of any exterior elevation of a building extending vertically from
grade to the top of the parapet wall or eaves and horizontally across the entire width of the width of the
building elevation.
Canopy, attached, means a multisided overhead structure or architectural projection supported by
attachment to a building on one or more sides and either cantilevered from such building or also
supported by columns at additional points. The surface and/or soffit of an attached canopy may be
illuminated by means of internal or external sources of light, similar to a marquee.
Canopy, freestanding, means a multisided overhead structure supported by columns, but not
enclosed by walls. The surface and or soffit of a freestanding canopy may be illuminated by means of
internal or external sources of light.
Canopy sign means a sign affixed to the visible surface of an attached or freestanding canopy. May
be internally or externally illuminated. Similar to a marquee sign.
Changeable sign means a sign with the capability of content change by means of manual or remote
input, includes the following types:
(1)

Manually activated. Changeable sign whose message copy or content can be changed
manually on a display surface.

(2)

Electrically activated. Changeable sign whose message copy or content can be changed by
means of remote electrically energized on-off switching combinations of alphabetic or
pictographic components arranged on a display surface. Illumination may be integral to the
components, such as characterized by lamps or other light-emitting devices; or it may be from
an external light source designed to reflect off the changeable component display. See also
Electronic message sign or center.

Commercial outdoor advertising sign means a permanent off-premises sign erected, maintained or
used in the outdoor environment for the purpose of providing copy area for commercial or noncommercial
messages.
Copy means the graphic content or message of a sign.

Copy area of sign means the actual area of the sign copy as applied to any background. Copy area
on any individual background may be expressed as the sum of the geometrically computed area
encompassing separate individual letters, words, or graphic elements on the background.
Directional sign means any sign that is designed and erected for the purpose of providing direction
and/or orientation for pedestrian or vehicular traffic.
Double-faced sign means a sign with two faces, back to back.
Electric sign means any sign activated or illuminated by means of electrical energy.
Electronic message sign or center means an electrically activated changeable sign whose variable
message capability can be electronically programmed. Must also comply with Sec 117-259 (l)(4) a) b) &
c)
Exterior sign means any sign placed outside a building.
Facade. See Building facade.
Fascia sign. See Wall sign.
Flashing sign. See Animated sign, electrically activated. Are prohibited.
Freestanding sign means a sign principally supported by one or more columns, poles, or braces
placed in or upon the ground.
Frontage, building, means the length of an exterior building wall or structure of a single premises
along either a public way or other properties that it faces.
Frontage, property, means the length of the property line of any single premises along either a public
way or other properties on which it borders. Same as lot frontage. See also Qualified street frontage.
Ground sign means a sign not wholly supported on a building or on a structure other than a sign
structure. See Freestanding sign.
Hanging sign means a sign suspended from a building or structure which is perpendicular or parallel
to the facade of the building.
Illuminated sign means a sign characterized by the use of artificial light, either projecting through its
surface, internally illuminated or reflecting off its surface, externally illuminated.
Interior sign means any sign placed within a building, but not including window signs as defined by
this section. interior signs, with the exception of window signs as defined, are not regulated by this
division.
Mansard means a roof like facade comparable to an exterior building wall.
Marquee. See Canopy, attached.
Marquee sign. See Canopy sign.
Median monument sig n means signs erected within the median of a street intersection leg within the
public right-of-way but separating the ingress and egress of a subdivision or development.
Mobile sign means a sign mounted on trailer or frame, lighted or unlighted, which is not permanently
attached to a structure or the ground. Are prohibited in the City of Jonesboro.
Monument sign means an independent structure supported from grade to the bottom of the sign with
the appearance of having a solid base. See also Ground sign.
Multiple-faced sign means a sign containing three or more faces.
Off-premises sign means a sign whose erected, maintained or used in the outdoor environment for
the purpose of the display of messages appurtenant to the use of, products sold off the subject premises
on which it is displayed. See Outdoor advertising signs and commercial outdoor advertising sign.

On-premises sign means a sign erected, maintained or used in the outdoor environment for the
purpose of the display of messages appurtenant to the use of, products sold on, or the sale or lease of,
the property on which it is displayed.
Outdoor advertising signs means a permanent sign erected, maintained or used in the outdoor
environment for the purpose of the display of commercial or noncommercial messages not appurtenant to
the use of, products sold on, or the sale or lease of, the property on which it is displayed.
Overlay District is the area within the City of Jonesboro designated to have a more parklike
appearance with greater landscaping, design guidelines, and sign restrictions. See Section 117-140.
Parapet means the extension of a building facade above the line of the structural roof.
Pole sign. See Freestanding sign.
Political sign means a temporary sign intended to advance a political statement, cause, or candidate
for office.
Portable sign means any changeable-copy sign not permanently attached to the ground or to a
building or building surface, or having wheels attached, on trailer meant to be moved.
Projecting sign means a sign other than a wall sign that is attached to or projects more than 18
inches from a building face or wall or from a structure whose primary purpose is other than the support of
a sign.
Qualified street frontage means the width of storefront of a commercial in the case of downtown or
for general commercial/industrial it shall mean development fronting on a major or secondary
thoroughfare. In cases of corner or through lots, only one street frontage may be used as qualified street
frontage for purposes of calculating permitted sign area. See also Frontage.
Real estate sign means a temporary sign advertising the sale, lease, or rental of the property or
premises upon which it is located.
Revolving sign means a sign that revolves 360 degrees about an axis. See also Animated sign,
mechanically activated.
Roof sign means a sign mounted on the main roof portion of a building or on the uppermost edge of
a parapet wall of a building and which is wholly or partially supported by such building. Signs mounted on
mansard facades, pent eaves, and architectural projections such as canopies or marquees shall not be
considered to be roof signs.
Roofline means he uppermost line of the roof of a building or, in the case of an extended facade or
parapet, the uppermost point of said facade or parapet.
Sign means any device visible from a public place whose essential purpose and design is to convey
either commercial or noncommercial messages by means of graphic presentation of alphabetic or
pictorial symbols or representations. Noncommercial flags or any other flags displayed from flagpoles or
staffs will not be considered to be signs.
Sign structure means any structure designed for the support of a sign.
Temporary sign means a sign intended to display either commercial or noncommercial messages of
a transitory or temporary nature. Portable signs or any sign not permanently embedded in the ground, or
not permanently affixed to a building or sign structure that is permanently embedded in the ground, are
considered temporary signs. The term "temporary sign" means a banner type sign constructed of a sturdy
material, such as canvas, so as to prevent rapid deterioration. Such sign is intended to be displayed for a
short period of time only.
Total wall surface area means the sum of the area calculation for a wall surface on a building
frontage in a single plane.
Under canopy sign or under marquee sign means a sign attached to the underside of a canopy or
marquee.

V-type sign means a sign containing two faces of equal size, positioned at an interior angle
subtending less than 179 degrees at the point of juncture of the individual faces.
Wall or fascia sign mean a sign that is in any manner affixed to any exterior wall of a building or
structure and that projects not more than 18 inches from the building or structure wall. Also includes signs
affixed to architectural projections that project from a building provided the copy area of such signs
remains on a parallel plane to the face of the building facade or to the face of the architectural projection
to which it is affixed.
Window sign means a sign affixed to the surface of a window with its message intended to be visible
to exterior environment.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.13; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)

Sign Figure 14.32.11a - GENERAL SIGN TYPES

Sign Figure 14.32.11b - Computations

Sign Figure 14.32.11c COMPARISON - ROOF & WALL OR FASCIA SIGNS

Sign Figure 14.32.11d: SIGN AREA - COMPUTATION METHODOLOGY
Sum of Shaded Areas Only Represent Sign Area
Signs constructed with panels or cabinets

Sec. 117-285. - Purpose.
The purposes of the on-premises sign regulations are:
(1)
(2)

To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the city;
To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the city's ability to attract sources of
economic development and growth;

(3)

To eliminate, to the maximum extent feasible, clutter and to improve corridor visibility;

(4)

To improve pedestrian and traffic safety;

(5)

To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property; and

(6)

To ensure the protection of the public's first amendment rights.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.1)

Sec. 117-286. - Applicability.
(a)

The regulations contained within this division shall apply to all signs and to all zoning districts.

(b)

Unless otherwise provided by this division, all signs shall require a zoning certificate and a payment
of fees. No zoning certificate is required for the maintenance of a sign.

(c)

Governmental/public/utilities and traffic signs are excluded from the scope of these regulations.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.2)
Sec. 117-287. - Compliance required.
(a)

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to erect, place, or maintain a sign in the city except in
accordance with the provisions of these regulations.

(b)

All wiring, fittings, and materials used in the construction, connection and operation of electrically
illuminated signs shall be in accordance with the provisions of the local electrical code in effect.
Building permits may be required, verify permitting with the local building inspections department.

(c)

No sign of any classification shall be installed, erected, or attached to a structure in any form,
shape, or manner that is in violation of the city's or state's building or fire codes.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.3)
Sec. 117-288. - Computations.
(a)

Principles. The following principles shall control the computation of sign area and sign height.
(1)

The area of individual signs. The area of a sign face, which is also the sign area of a wall sign
or other sign with only one face, shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle,
rectangle, triangle, or combination thereof that shall encompass the extreme limits of the writing,
representation, emblem, or other display, This measurement does not include any supporting
framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets zoning
resolution regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself. See the following figure.

Figure 11.4.1: Examples of Measuring Sign Area

_____
(2)

(3)

The area of multifaced signs.
a.

The sign area for a sign with more than one face shall be computed by adding together the
area of all sign faces visible from any one point. This methodology shall be utilized for
banner signage face calculations also.

b.

When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, or in a V formation where the
spread is not greater than the width of the face, so that both faces cannot be viewed from
any one point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same sign
structure and are not more than 48 inches apart, the sign area shall be computed by the
measurement of one of the faces.

c.

For cube signs or V-type signs with a spread greater than the width of the sign face where
two faces may be viewed at the same point, the sign area shall be computed by the total
measurement of both faces. (See sign figures in section 117-284)

Height. The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of the sign crown
of the fronting adjacent roadway to the top of the highest attached component of the sign. (See
sign figures in section 117-284.)

(4)

Street/lot frontage. When a computation is based on the street or lot frontage, the longest
street or lot frontage, and not the total street frontage, shall be used.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.4; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-289. - Nonconforming signs.
(a)

Determination of legal nonconformity.
(1)

(b)

a.

The zoning administrator determines that such signs are properly maintained and do not in
any way endanger the public or constitute a nuisance.

b.

The sign was covered by a valid permit or variance, or complies with all applicable laws on
the effective date of the resolution from which this section is derived.

(2)

The owner may continue the use of a legal nonconforming sign provided the owner obtains a
certificate of noncompliance from the city planning department within 90 days of the effective
date of the resolution from which this division is derived.

(3)

Portable signs shall not be designated a legal nonconforming sign and shall be removed within
120 days of the effective date of the resolution from which this article is derived. Portable signs
altered to be made nonportable shall still be considered to be portable.

Loss of legal nonconforming status. A legal nonconforming sign loses the legal nonconforming
designation if:
(1)

The sign is relocated;

(2)

The sign is replaced for reasons other than vandalism or an act of God or other causes outside
the influence of the owner or user.

(3)

The structure or size of the sign is altered in any way except towards compliance with this
division. This provision does not refer to general maintenance, changeable marquees, or face
and copy changes.

(4)
(c)

Existing signs that do not conform to the specific provisions of this division may be eligible for
the designation of a legal nonconforming sign provided that they are not in violation of either of
the following:

The sign is part of an establishment that discontinues its operation for a period of two years.

Maintenance and repair. The legal nonconforming sign is subject to all requirements of this division
regarding safety, maintenance, and repair. However, if the sign suffers damage to an extent greater
than 60 percent of the estimated replacement value, unless such damage was caused by vandalism
or an act of God or other causes outside the influence of the owner or user, the sign shall loose its
legal non-conforming status.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.12; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-290. - General sign standards.
(a)

Located in the right-of-way; obstructing vision or traffic.
(1)

No signs shall be placed in any public right-of-way except:
a.

Publicly owned signs, such as traffic control signs, city identification signs, and
freestanding signs as permitted in section 117-292(a);

b.

Projecting, canopy, and awning signs may project over a public right-of-way if they are in
conformity with all other applicable standards of this division.

(2)

(b)

(c)

(e)

a.

At the intersection of streets in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision; or

b.

At any location where, by reason of the position, shape or color, it may interfere with traffic,
obstruct the view of traffic, or be confused with the use of words such as "stop," "danger,"
or any other word, phrase, symbol, or character in such a manner as to interfere with,
mislead, or confuse traffic.

Illumination.
(1)

The light from any illuminated sign or from any light source shall be so shaded, shielded, or
directed that the light intensity or brightness shall not adversely affect surrounding or facing
residential districts, or adversely affect the safe vision and operation of vehicles moving on
public or private roads, highways, or parking areas. Light shall not directly shine or reflect on or
into residential structures.

(2)

Signs shall be subject to the outdoor lighting provisions of subsection (f) of this section (signs
on awnings, canopies, fascia, or marquees) and other applicable regulations in this article.

Message changes.
(1)

Message changes are permitted and do not require a permit on any permitted or legal
nonconforming sign with changeable copy. However, signs that flash intermittently are
prohibited.

(2)

Signs having video capability shall be permitted, provided they changes at rate of 20 frames
per second or less. This type of sign must be equipped with an auto dimmer that dims the
brightness between dusk and dawn. These signs will be allowed in any zoning; however, they
may not be located with 250 feet of a residential structure.

(3)

Signs shall not have moving or rotating mechanical parts that change position. more often than
every seven seconds. Signs that rotate continuously, 360 degrees, will not be allowed. provided
they do not rotate at a rate of more than six rotations per minute.

(4)

(d)

No sign or other advertising structure as regulated by this division shall be erected:

Electronic information signs.
a.

Lighted electronic information signs whose only movement is the periodic changing of
information against a solid background, shall be considered a changeable copy sign for the
purpose of this division.

b.

Must be equipped with dimmers that will dim light intensity from dust to dawn.

c.

Any sign under this section shall meet all other zoning requirements.

d.

Electronic marquee signs shall be permitted but shall meet all zoning requirements
regarding flashing and transitioning.

Address signs. All development shall have a sign providing the numeric address of the identification
purposes to assist in fire and safety protection.
Required landscape area for signs.
(1)

Unless otherwise provided in this division, all monument type signs shall be located in a
landscaped area with a minimum area equal to the total sign area. See figure in this subsection.

(2)

The landscape area for permanent freestanding signs shall consist of shrubs, flowers, sod
and/or ground cover.

_____

Figure 11.5.5: Landscaping for Monument Signs

_____
(f)

(g)

Signs on awnings, canopies, fascia, or marquees.
(1)

Awnings, canopies, fascia, or marquees shall be designated as permanent parts of the building
and shall meet all of the requirements of all applicable building and electrical codes.

(2)

Unless otherwise provided in this division, the sign area of the awning, canopies, fascia, or
marquee shall be included as part of the wall sign area calculation.

(3)

In cases where the awning, canopy, fascia, or marquee is constructed of translucent material,
is illuminated from within or behind the structure, and contains sign copy, the area of the sign
copy shall be calculated in determining the sign area.

Wall signs. Wall signs excluding awnings shall not extend more than 12 inches as measured from
the face of the building/parapet wall or extend above the roof of the structure, unless otherwise
allowed within this division.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.5; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-291. - Prohibited signs.
The following types of signs are prohibited in all districts:
(1)

Abandoned signs.
a.

Any sign now or hereafter existing that no longer advertises a commercial message for a
bona fide business conducted on the premises or a product sold on the premises for a
period of one year shall be deemed abandoned.

b.

Such a sign shall be taken down and removed or the face shall be changed as provided in
subsection (1)c of this section by the owner, agent, or person having the beneficial use of
the building or structure upon which the sign may be found within 30 days after notification
to the owner from the zoning administrator.

c.

The face of the abandoned sign shall be replaced with a blank face so as to cover all
internal light or structural systems or the existing face must be blanked out so that in no
way may the previous message be read; otherwise, entire sign/structure must be removed.

d.

All signs shall be in conformance with section 117-295 regarding the maintenance of all
signs.

(2)

No permanent sign shall contain or consist of banners, posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers,
spinners, or other similar moving devices for the purpose of advertising or attracting attention for
commercial or advertising purposes except to cover existing signs when faces must be changed
immediately to allow time to produce and install the permanent faces or where otherwise
permitted in this division;

(3)

Air activated graphics or balloons used for commercial or advertising reasons shall not be
permitted except where otherwise permitted in this division;

(4)

Signs placed on vehicles or trailers that are parked or located for the primary purpose of
displaying such signs. This provision does not apply to portable signs or lettering on buses,
taxis, or vehicles operating during the normal course of business;

(5)

Signs imitating or resembling official traffic or governmental signs or signals;

(6)

No person shall display upon any sign or other advertising structure any obscene, indecent, or
immoral matter;

(7)

Signs that consist of lights that revolve or flash are prohibited in all districts with the exception
of electronic information signs. The following sign types shall also be prohibited unless
otherwise permitted in this article:
a.

Bench signs, excluding publicly owned bus shelters.

b.

Portable signs* or portable black signs;

c.

Snipe signs;

d.

Graffiti; or

e.

Roof signs.
*Freestanding real estate, election signs shall be excluded from this provision.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.6; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-292. - Signs not requiring a zoning certificate.

The following sign types shall be exempted from permit requirements but shall be in conformance
with all other requirements of this division:
(1)

Signs conforming with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and bearing no
commercial message. Beautification award signs shall be exempt from zoning certificate permit
requirements, however permission must be granted by the city;

(2)

Signs bearing no commercial message and installed by employees or officials of a city
department, state or federal agency in the course of their governmental duties for identification,
safety and traffic control purposes;

(3)

Signs required by a city, state or federal statute;

(4)

Signs required by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction;

(5)

Signs installed by public utilities in their rights-of-way or on their facilities and bearing no
commercial message other than such message is necessary to identify the use;

(6)

Signs installed by a transit company with a franchise or other right to operate in the city, where
such signs are installed along its routes and relate to schedules or other information about the
transit route;

(7)
(8)

(9)

Certain temporary signs as regulated by section 117-294;
Permanent freestanding sign on a lot that is considered agricultural land based on the
definitions in section 117-2 and provided the sign meets the following requirements:
a.

Such sign shall be located a minimum of 15 feet from a right-of-way.

b.

The maximum sign area shall be 32 square feet.

c.

The maximum sign height shall be six feet.

One nonilluminated wall sign of two square feet or less in a residential zoning district as part of
a home occupation permitted pursuant to section 117-226(2);

(10)

Commemorative plaques placed by recognized historical agencies;

(11)

Mailbox identification when such is an integral part of such mailbox;

(12)

Warning signs including no hunting, no trespassing, keep off grass, no dumping, or signs of a
similar nature provided that they do not exceed two square feet in area;

(13)

Window signs. The window signs shall be so located as to allow clear visibility into the
building for the purposes of fire and police protection;

(14)

Beautification award signage bearing the name/logo of the award recipient and/ or sponsor
without further advertisement of the commercial business.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.7; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-293. - Permanent on-premises signs.
(a)

Signs permitted in any residential zoning district. The following on-premises signs may be permitted
in an RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RS-4, RS-5, RS-6, RS-7, RS-8, or PD-R districts:
(1)
(2)

All signs not requiring a zoning certificate pursuant to section 117-292;
Permanent freestanding signs for a subdivision, open space residential development,
multifamily dwelling, public/institutional use, or commercial enterprise permitted in a residential
zoning district, kennel, riding stable, etc., provided that the signs meet the following
requirements (See figure in this section):
a.

Two permanent freestanding signs may be permitted, by zoning certificate, at each
development entrance along a city or state road;

b.

The signs shall be ground monument mounted signs;

Figure 11.8.1: Development Sign

(3)

(b)

c.

The signs shall be set back 15 feet from the public right-of-way;

d.

Subdivision median monument signage may be reviewed and approved by the city street
superintendent as a revocable permit which may be subject to removal and relocation at
the owner's expense if future city right-of-way projects cause such action;

e.

The maximum sign area for each sign shall be 150 square feet in area;

f.

No such sign or any portion of the structure shall exceed ten feet in height; and

g.

The sign may only be illuminated through external lighting.

Permitted public and institutional uses may be permitted to have one permanent freestanding
sign per street frontage in a residentially zoned area provide the sign meets the following
requirements:
a.

The sign shall be a ground mounted sign;

b.

The signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from the edge of street pavement/back
of curb or off the street right-of-way, whichever is the greater setback;

c.

The sign shall have a maximum sign area of 75 square feet in area;

d.

No such sign or any portion of the structure shall exceed 15 10 feet in height; and

e.

The sign may only be illuminated through external lighting unless the applicant
demonstrates that an internal illuminated sign will not spill lighting on residential abutting
properties, satisfying section 117-290(b).

Signs permitted in any C-4 or CR-1 district. The following on-premises signs may be permitted in a
C-4 or CR-1 district:
(1)
(2)

All signs not requiring a zoning certificate pursuant to section 117-292;
All signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from the edge of street pavement/back of curb
or off the street right-of-way, whichever is the greater setback. In no location shall signage or
sign structural parts be placed within the public right-of-way, unless otherwise authorized by this
chapter;

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(c)

Temporary signs pursuant to section 117-294;
Ground-mounted signs. One permanent ground mounted sign per parcel, lot, or site per street
frontage, if on street corner totals may be combined with maximum height and size restrictions
below satisfied, subject to the following requirements:
a.

The height of the sign shall not exceed ten feet.

b.

The maximum sign area for a single occupant building shall be equivalent to one square
foot for each lineal foot of frontage, but shall not exceed 100 square feet. For each
additional business or occupant, an additional 20 square feet will be allowed with area not
to exceed 300 square feet.

Wall signs.
a.

Wall signs may be permitted up to a total square footage equal to 12 percent of the building
facade area which the tenant occupies. These signs may be place on any walls desired by
the tenant.

b.

Buildings located on a corner lot may be permitted to add the total of all frontages to come
up with the maximum size for all signs.

c.

Incidental awnings bearing supplemental direction/identification shall be permitted for
automatic teller machines, drive through and other protected entrances.

Secondary advertising display signs. Permanent freestanding signs in a C-4, C-5, CR-1 district
under the following provision:
a.

The maximum height shall be six feet unless they are attached to a building as a wall sign
in which case they shall not be attached in a manner as to exceed the height of the
structure or unless otherwise allowed in this division.

b.

A maximum of two secondary advertising display signs are permitted on each property per
street frontage provided they are 24 square feet or smaller in sign area and they are
spaced no closer than 150 feet from another secondary advertising display sign.

c.

Drive-thru signage that is not meant to be read from the main road access shall be exempt
from this requirement.

d.

Sign frame must be made from a rigid material and installed by means of direct embedded
poles. The sign face shall be a rigid material or a banner material as per section 117294(c)(5) .

e.

Signs may only be single-sided or back to back. No V-type sign or other formation.

Signs permitted in any C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2, PD-B, PD-I, or PD-M district. The following signs may
be permitted in a C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2, PD-B, PD-I, or PD-M district:
(1)
(2)

Not requiring zoning certificate. All signs not requiring a zoning certificate pursuant to section
117-292;
Temporary signs. Temporary signs pursuant to section 117-294;

(3)

Setback requirements. The signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from the edge of
street pavement/back of curb or off the street right-of-way, whichever is the greater setback;

(4)

Freestanding signs. One freestanding pole or ground-mounted sign shall be permitted per
parcel, lot, or site; or one per frontage on corner lots subject to the following requirements:
a.

The height of the sign shall be determined by the width of the street frontage as shown in
the following chart:

Linear Feet of Lot Frontage

Allowed Height of Sign for

Additional
Allowed Height

Maximum
Height

(in feet)

Single Occupant Buildings

of Sign for Each Additional
Occupant

Allowed

Up to 100

15

2

24

Over 100 and up to 150

24

2

24

Over 150

30

2

30

b.

(5)

(6)

The maximum sign area for a single occupant building shall be equivalent to one square
foot for each lineal foot of frontage, but shall not exceed 150 square feet. For each
additional occupant, an additional 20 square feet will be allowed, but not to exceed 400
square feet.

Freestanding driveway directional signs. Permanent freestanding signs in a C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4,
CR-1, I-1, I-2 or a PD-R or PD-C district under the following provisions:
a.

The sign shall be located within ten feet of the intersection of a public street and a private
driveway;

b.

The sign may contain company logo/identifiers but must have the overall intent/content of
direction;

c.

The maximum sign area shall be eight square feet in area;

d.

The maximum sign height shall be four feet;

e.

Vehicular vision obstruction cases may be waived to achieve maximum eight feet in height,
located ten feet outside of public right-of-way; and

f.

Downtown district (C-1) freestanding shall be exempt from right-of-way setback
requirements; however an encroachment permit shall be required. The administrator or
superintendent of streets may require that sign be placed at or outside of right-of-way.

Secondary directional driveway signs. Permanent freestanding signs in a C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2
or a PD-C district under the following provisions:
a.

The sign shall be located within ten feet of the intersection of a public street and a private
driveway and shall be located one foot outside of the public right-of-way;

b.

One sign may be permitted per individual driveway;

c.

The maximum sign height and sign area will be determined by its distance from the main
identification sign as follows:
1.

If the secondary identification sign is 400 feet or more in distance from main
identification sign, the maximum height shall be eight feet and the maximum sign area
shall be 100 square feet.

2.

If the secondary identification sign is less than 400 feet in distance from the main
identification sign, the maximum height shall be five feet and the maximum sign area
shall be 50 feet square feet.

3.

Downtown district (C-1) freestanding shall be exempt from right-of-way setback
requirements; however an encroachment permit shall be required. The administrator

or superintendent of streets may require that the sign be placed at or outside of rightof-way.
(7)

Secondary advertising display signs. Permanent freestanding signs in a C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2
or a PD-C district under the following provision:
a.

The maximum height shall be six feet unless they are attached to a building as a wall sign
in which case they shall not be attached in a manner as to exceed the height of the
structure or unless otherwise allowed in the division.

b.

A maximum of two secondary advertising display signs are permitted on each property per
street frontage provided they are 24 square feet or smaller in sign area and they are
spaced no closer than 150 feet from another secondary advertising display sign.

c.

Drive-thru signage that is not meant to be read from main road access shall be exempt
from this requirement.

d.

Sign frame must be made from a rigid material and installed by means of direct embedded
poles. The sign face shall be a rigid material or a banner material as per section 117294(c)(5).

e.

Signs may only be single-sided or back to back. No V-type sign or other formation.

Figure 11.8.3: High-Rise Sign Location Limit
(Allowed within shaded area only)

(8)

(9)

High rise signs. One high-rise pole sign is permitted on each lot located in the C-3 commercial
district within a radius of 1,500 feet parallel to the intersecting corridor and Interstate 63 555 and
within a radius point of 800 feet running parallel to Interstate 63 555 (See the figure in this
section). All such signs shall be subject to the following, unless sign size and height fits the
requirements for freestanding signs in subsection (c)(4) of this section.
a.

A zoning and building permit shall be required.

b.

All high-rise pole signs shall have a maximum height of 75 55 feet.

c.

The maximum sign area shall be 300 200 square feet.

d.

Setback shall be the same as for ground and pole signs.

Wall signs.
a.

Wall signs may be permitted up to a total square footage equal to 12 percent of each
building wall face area which the tenant occupies for business/commercial with a maximum
350 square feet in area/size. Industrial zoning maximum sign area shall be 15 percent of
the building wall face area with a maximum 1,000 square feet area/size.

b.

Incidental awnings bearing supplemental direction/identification shall be permitted for
automatic teller machines, drive through and other protected entrances.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.8; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-294. - Temporary signs.
(a)

General standards for all temporary signs.
(1)

No temporary sign shall be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or otherwise secured so as to
protrude above the roof or extend above a parapet wall.

(2)

No temporary sign that is eight square feet or less in size shall be illuminated by anything other
than nonreflected daylight, except by variance issued by the board of zoning adjustment.

(3)

(b)

Temporary signs shall be set back as follows:
a.

A minimum of ten feet from the edge of street pavement/back of curb or off the street rightof-way, whichever is the greater setback;

b.

A minimum of 20 feet from all lot lines adjacent to a residential use or residential zoning
district;

c.

A minimum of five feet from all other property lines; and

d.

A minimum of five feet from any other temporary sign.

(4)

Use of temporary displays on days without approval by zoning certificate, when required, or
beyond the stated date of approval, when applicable, shall be deducted from the allotted
number of days.

(5)

Violations of zoning regulations applying to temporary signs shall be corrected within 24 hours
of written notification of the violation.

Temporary signs permitted in a residential zoning district. This subsection addresses permitted
temporary signs in a RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RS-4, RS-5, RS-6, RS-7, RS-8, RM-4, RM-6, RM-8, RM-12,
RM-16, or PD-R district.
(1)

The maximum height of all temporary signs in a residential district shall be seven feet.
Exception; See subsection (b)(4) of this section for signage attributed to construction signage.

(2)

A maximum of five temporary signs are permitted on each property, during construction or
remodeling, provided they are six square feet or smaller in sign area. After construction or
remodeling is complete all such signs shall be removed within 14 days, except for sale, lease or
rent sign per street frontage. These signs may remain for a period not to exceed 90 days after
the property has sold or has been leased or rented. Such signs shall not require a zoning
certificate or payment of a fee. The maximum height of all temporary signs in a residential
district shall be seven feet.

(3)

A maximum of two temporary signs are permitted on each street frontage for a period up to 60
days; provided the signs are less than six square feet and they do not contain a commercial
message. Such signs shall not require a zoning certificate or payment of a fee. The maximum
height shall be seven feet.

(4)

Temporary signs greater than six square feet in size may be permitted under the following
provisions:
a.

The owner of the property where the sign will be located applies for, and receives a zoning
certificate for the sign;

b.

There shall be a limit of one sign with a maximum of two sides per single lot per street
frontage and such signs shall not exceed the following maximum square footage:

c.

(5)

(c)

1.

Lots one acre or less, 16 square feet.

2.

Lots larger than one acre, 32 square feet.

3.

The maximum height shall be seven feet.

Signs larger that 32 square feet shall be allowed to announce the development and the
sale of lots within a subdivision. There may be one sign per entrance and these signs shall
not exceed the following maximum square footage:
1.

Developments less than five acres permitted, 32 square feet;

2.

Developments five acres or more, but less that ten acres permitted, 64 square feet;

3.

Developments ten acres or more permitted, 96 square feet; or

4.

The maximum height of 12 feet.

d.

The sign shall not be illuminated unless authorized by the board of zoning adjustment
through the variance process;

e.

The time limit for the zoning certificate shall comply with the following:
1.

A temporary sign under this section may be posted during construction and/or
development of the subject property without a specific time limit. The sign shall be
removed within 14 days of completion of construction or development.

2.

A temporary sign for the purpose of selling, renting or leasing the site may remain for
a period up to 30 days after the property has been sold, leased or rented.

3.

All other temporary signs under this section shall be displayed for not more than 30
days per zoning certificate, and not to exceed 90 days per year.

Public and institutional uses in a residential district may be permitted to have one additional
temporary sign with a commercial message, without apply for a zoning certificate or paying a
fee, under the following provisions:
a.

Such sign shall not exceed 32 square feet per side with a maximum of two sides;

b.

The sign shall not be illuminated unless authorized by the board of zoning adjustment
through the variance process;

c.

The sign may be permitted for a maximum of two periods in a calendar year not to exceed
45 days each period;

d.

A minimum of 30 days between each 45-day period is required;

e.

Golf tournament signs are permitted without regulations on size or quantity, but only for a
period not to exceed seven days and notification must be given to the planning office
before installation.

Temporary signs permitted in a mixed use or nonresidential zoning district. This subsection
addresses permitted temporary signs in a C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, CR-5, CR-1, I-1, I-2 or a PD-C, PD-1,
or PD-M district.
(1)

The maximum height of all temporary signs shall be 12 feet unless they are attached to a
building as a wall sign in which case they shall not be attached in a manner as to exceed the
height of the structure or unless otherwise allowed in this division.

(2)

A maximum of four temporary signs that are meant to be read from the roadway are permitted
on each property provide they are 32 square feet or smaller in sign area and they are spaced no
closer than 150 feet from another temporary sign. Such signs shall not require a zoning
certificate or payment of a fee. Signs that are not meant to be read from the roadway are
exempt from the 150 feet spacing regulation.

(3)

Temporary signs or special event signage greater than 32 square feet in area may be
permitted under the following provisions:
a.

The owner of the property where the sign will be located applies for, and receives a zoning
certificate for the sign;

b.

There shall be a limit of one sign per premises per frontage and such sign shall not exceed
the following square feet per side with a maximum of two sides:

c.

(4)

(d)

Lots on less than five acres, 128 square feet.

2.

Lots five acres or larger, 360 square feet.

The time limit for the zoning certificate shall comply with the following:
1.

A temporary sign under this section may be posted during construction and/or
development of the subject property without a specific time limit. The sign shall be
removed within 14 days of completion of construction or development.

2.

A temporary sign for the purpose of selling, renting or leasing the site may remain for
a period up to 30 days after the property has been sold, leased or rented.

3.

All other temporary signs under this section shall be displayed for not more than 30
days per zoning certificate, and not to exceed 90 days per year.

Temporary signs consisting of banners, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners may be
permitted in addition to other signs permitted as part of this division provided they meet the
following requirements except for pole pocket banner described in subsection (c)(5) of this
section:
a.

A zoning certificate shall be required for a banner sign or similar special event sign.

b.

The signs may be permitted for a maximum of four periods in a calendar year not to
exceed 60 days each period.

c.

A minimum of 30 days between each 60-day period is required.

d.

Any certificate issued in the same calendar year as provided in subsection (c)(4)b of this
section shall count as one of the four 60-day periods permitted in this section.

e.

Only one banner sign or one special event sign per use and per street frontage shall be
used at a time.

f.

(5)

1.

The maximum sign height shall be 12 6 feet.

g.

Lettering on banners shall be silk-screened, stenciled, created with vinyl letters or sewn
into the fabric or material.

h.

All signs are subject to the minimum setback requirements of temporary signs.

Pole pocket banners may be permitted in addition to other signs as described in this
subsection.
a.

Banners shall have pole pockets on at least two sides.

b.

Banners shall be mounted to permanent structures or poles by means of rods thru the
entire length of the banner pocket.

Downtown core signage standards. All signs erected, maintained or located in the downtown core
area (C-1), shall comply with the provisions described herein. In circumstances where said
provisions do not address a particular aspect of signage, this division will take precedence. No sign
shall be erected or altered before acquiring a sign permit. Moreover, no sign permit shall be issued
for any additional sign or alterations to existing signs until all signs on the property or development
conform to said provisions.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Signage types permitted. The types of signs permitted in the downtown core area will be limited
to wall signs, temporary signs, hanging signs, and logo signs. Awnings and monument signs will
also be permitted. Illuminated signs will be permitted and shall conform with this article.
Following are restrictions for each sign type:
a.

Wall signs. Wall signs shall not exceed 12 percent of the exposed area of the wall on which
they are located. Said 12 percent also to include valance, permanent window signs and
temporary signs. Maximum allowable sign area shall be 350 square feet.

b.

Hanging signs. Hanging signs will be limited to 18 square feet in area and will be attached
to the building. Material used for fastening or supporting hanging signs will be restricted to
metals with porcelain enamel, stainless steel, brass or bronze finish. For adequate
clearance, hanging signs will be placed no lower than eight feet above grade. Those signs
projecting over publicly owned rights-of-way shall require an encroachment permit.

c.

Temporary signs. Temporary signs shall not exceed ten percent of the window.

d.

Monument signs. Monument signs shall be allowed but must satisfy the requirements of
section 117-293(c).

Signage types not permitted. The following types of signs will be prohibited in the downtown
core area (C-1):
a.

Ground/pole signs.

b.

Roof signs or any type of sign which is placed above the apparent flat roof or eaves of a
building.

c.

External rotating, moving, flashing, changing, blinking signs.

d.

Permanent signs will be for business identification only; brand names or product
advertising are not permitted.

e.

Permanent signs will not cover windows, building details, trim, roof or tower over the
building.

Signage area. Total sign area allotment permitted will be one and one-half square feet of sign
for each linear foot of qualified street frontage with a minimum allowance of 25 square feet.
Maximum height of letters will be restricted to 18 inches; maximum height of letters on canvas
awnings will be limited to ten inches. Business identification shall not exceed two feet, six
inches.

(4)

Second story signage. Where office lease space occurs on a second level, signage will be
allowed for building identification. Window signs consisting of lettering only shall be allowed for
business identification. Letters can be no higher than six inches. On a parapet or windowless
wall, signage may include representational graphics, symbols or logos not to exceed 16 square
feet in area. This will not be counted as part of the allowable sign footage.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.10; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Sec. 117-295. - Maintenance.
(a)

All on-site advertising signs as herein permitted shall be constructed and maintained and illuminated
in a safe manner, comply with applicable codes and kept in good repair.
(1)

Signs shall be free from rust, dust, dirt, and other such debris.

(2)

Exposed surfaces shall be clean and painted if paint is required.

(3)

Defective parts shall be replaced.

(4)

Anytime a lighted sign has the face remove overnight the power must be disconnected.

(5)

Signs shall not be left without a face more than a three-month period.

(6)
(7)

The zoning administrator shall have the right to order the repair or removal of any sign that is
defective, damaged, or substantially deteriorated.
See section 117-291(1), pertaining to abandoned signs.

(b)

Should any sign be or become unsafe or be in danger of falling, the owner, tenant, or lessee shall,
upon receipt of written notice from the zoning administrator, proceed at once to correct the unsafe
condition and/or remove the sign in question.

(c)

Signs shall not be constructed, maintained, and/or illuminated in such a manner as to create or
allow the obstruction of vision of drivers, pedestrians, or the general public, or create a fire or safety
hazard. Signs shall be subject to the vision clearance regulations of section 117-327 corner visibility,
vision clearance triangle.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.32.11.11; Ord. No. 07.81, § 1, 7-3-2007)
Secs. 117-296—117-323. - Reserved.
ARTICLE VIII. - OTHER STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 117-324. - Off-street parking and loading.
(a)

Applicability. Off-street parking and loading shall be provided in accordance with the regulations of
this section for all new development, and for any existing development that is altered in a way that
enlarges or increases capacity by adding or creating dwelling units, guest rooms, floor area or seats.
Off-Street Parking Standards

[1]

A parking plan (where appropriate), shall be submitted with an application for a Site Plan,
Concept Plan, or any development that is required to provide more than three off-street parking spaces.
The plan may be included within the required Circulation Plan, and shall accurately designate; the
required parking spaces, access aisles, and driveways, and the relation of the off-street parking facilities
to the uses of structures such facilities are designed to serve.
[2]

Minimum Number of spaces required

Unless otherwise expressly stated in this section, off-street parking spaces for non-industrial uses
shall be provided in accordance with Schedule A, Minimum Off Street Parking Standards.
Schedule A: Minimum Off-Street Parking Standards [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6]
Use Type

Min # spaces/1000 sq. ft.

Additional Requirements

Agricultural Uses

-----

Schedule A (4)

-----

2/first bedroom

Residential Uses
Attached Dwelling

.5 space/each additional bedroom

Detached Dwelling

-----

2/unit

Elderly Housing

-----

1.5/housing unit

Group Home

-----

Schedule A (4)

Retirement Center

4

1/employee

Temporary Care Facility

-----

0.25/patient
1/employee

Institutional Uses
Day Care Center

2

1/employee
5 stacking/standing

Institutional Use

-----

Schedule A (4)

Office Uses
Office

2.85

Medical Office

-----

Schedule A (4)

Office Showroom

2

1/employee

Min #
Spaces/1000 sq.ft.

Additional Requirements

Adult Oriented Establishments

-----

0.33/person of max occupant load

Automotive Fuel Sales

2.50

1/gasoline pump

Bank

5

4 stacking spaces/drive-in lane

Barber and Beauty Service

-----

2/seat

Use Type
Commercial Uses

1/employee
Bed and Breakfast

-----

2 + 1/rented room

Building Materials

5

1/employee

Convenience Stores

2.5

1/gasoline pump

Equipment Rental

5

1/employee

Extended Stay or All-Suite Hotel,
Full Service Hotel or Motel

-----

1/guest room
0.75/employee on largest shift
0.17/person of max occupant load in
assembly areas

Funeral Home

-----

0.25/person of max. occupant load

Nursery and Garden Center

5

1/employee

Personal Services

2.50

Restaurant

7.50

0.75/employee on largest shift

Restaurant, Drive In/Drive
Through

-----

0.67/seat

Retail and/or Commercial Use

2.5 for structures up to 300,000 sf
2 for structures 300,000 or more sf

-----

Self-Storage Facility

1

-----

Theater

-----

0.25/seat

Vehicle Sales and Rental

1.50

-----

Veterinary/Kennel Facility

1.50

-----

Use Type

Minimum # Spaces/1000 sq. ft.

Additional Requirements

Heavy and Light Industrial

-----

Schedule A (4)

Engine and Motor Repair

2.50

-----

Self Storage Facility

3.00

+.01/unit

Wrecker Service

-----

1/employee

Industrial Uses

1/vehicle in use
Manufacturing, Construction

-----

Schedule A(4)

General Warehouse

-----

2/employee

Notes:
(1) Requirements are bases on gross square feet.
(2) Unified developments may establish parking requirements as necessary, provided the minimum
overall requirements shall be maintained.
(3) Decimals shall be rounded up to the next highest whole number
(4) A washing space is not a parking space.
(5) Uses with variable parking demand characteristics may be permitted to install fewer spaces than
required by Section A; however, sufficient area shall be reserved to allow for adequate parking to be
installed upon a change in use or increased parking demand over time.

[3] Off-Street Parking Standards for Selected Service and Industrial Uses
Uses subject to the alternative off-street parking standards shall provide the minimum number of
spaces identified in Schedule B, Off-Street Parking Standards for Selected Industrial Uses:
Schedule B: Off-Street Parking
Standards For Selected Industrial
Uses
Use or Activity

Required Number of Spaces
(2)

Office or Administrative Area

1 per every 300 sf

Indoor sales area

1 per every 200 sf

Indoor
storage/warehousing/assembly/vehicular

1 per every 250 sf

service/manufacturing area: 1-3000 sf
3001-5000 sf

1 per every 500 sf

5001 – 10,000 sf

1 per every 750 sf

10,001 + sf

1 per every 1000 sf

Note:
(1) Uses with variable parking demand
characteristics may be permitted to
install fewer spaces than required,
however, sufficient area shall be
reserved to allow for adequate parking
to be installed upon a change in use or
increased parking demand over time.
(2) The total number of required spaces
is cumulative based on the variety of
different functions present in a single
use.

[4] Uses with Variable Parking Demand Characteristics
a) Uses that reference this subsection in Schedule A, Minimum Off-Street Parking Standards, have
widely varying parking and loading demand characteristics, making it difficult to establish a single
off-street parking or loading standard. Upon receiving a development application for a use
subject to this subsection, the Planning and Zoning Department shall apply the off-street
parking and loading standard specified for the listed use that is deemed most similar to the
proposed use or establish minimum off-street parking standards on the basis of a parking
and loading study prepared by the applicant. Such a study shall include estimates of parking
demand based on recommendations of the Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE), or other
acceptable estimates as approved by the Planning and Zoning Department, and should include
other reliable data collected from uses or combinations of uses that are the same or comparable
with the proposed use. Comparability will be determined by density, scale, bulk, area, type of
activity, and location. The study shall document the source of data used to develop the
recommendations.
b) In approving a parking requirement for a proposed use that is less than identified in Schedule,
sufficient area shall be reserved in accordance with [4] a) to allow for adequate parking to be
installed upon a change in use or increased parking demand over time.
[5]

Mixed Uses

Unless otherwise approved, lots containing more than one use shall provide parking spaces in an
amount equal to the total of the standards for all individual uses. This provision shall not limit the ability to
submit an Alternative Parking Plan to reduce the minimum number of required off-street parking spaces in
recognition of different operating hours or peak business periods.

[6]

Maximum Number of Spaces Permitted

In no event shall an attached residential, nonresidential, or mixed use development provide more
than 120 percent of the minimum number of parking spaces established in Schedule A, Minimum OffStreet Parking Standards, as surface spaces except through the approval of an Alternative Parking Plan.
(a) Additional Requirements
(i) Any off-street surface parking spaces provided in excess of the maximum number of
off-street parking spaces required in Schedule A, Minimum Off-Street Parking Standards, shall require a
parking and loading study.
(ii) Off-Street surface parking spaces provided in excess of the maximum number of
spaces shall be pervious.
[7]

Compact Spaces

Within lots of 20 or more spaces, up to 25 percent of the minimum number of required off-street
parking spaces identified in Schedule !, Minimum Off-Street Parking Standards, may be provided as
compact car spaces, provided the following standards are met:
(a) Minimum Dimensions
(i) Each compact car parking space shall have minimum dimensions of 8 feet by 16 feet.
(ii) The minimum width of compact spaces shall be increased to eight feet and seven
inches for spaces at a 60 degree angle to the aisle serving them, and ten feet and six inches for spaces
at a 45 degree angle to aisle serving them;
(b) Location
Compact car parking spaces shall be located no closer to the primary building entrance than any
standard parking spaces; and
(c) Designated
All compact car spaces shall be designated by signage or pavement marking.
[8]

Placement

The location or placement of off-street parking areas on a development site shall be encouraged
to be located to the side or rear of the building.
[9]

Bicycle Parking

Within lots of 20 or more spaces, bicycles parking must be provided at the front of the business. A
minimum of 2 bicycle spaces must be placed for every 20 parking spaces.
[10]

Fractions

When measurements of the number of required parking spaces result in fractions, the space
standard shall be rounded upward to the next highest whole number.
[11]

Different Use Areas

Except as provided for in this subsection, parking shall be calculated separately for each different
use area in a building or on a site, including all accessary uses.
(b)

Parking and loading schedules.
(1)

Off-street parking schedule A. Off-street parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with
the following off-street parking schedule (schedule A), provided that there shall be no minimum
off-street parking requirement for uses located in the C-1 district. In some cases, the applicable
off-street parking space requirement in schedule A refers to schedule B.

(2)

Number of spaces required. The number of parking spaces required for a use not listed herein
shall be the same as for a similar use which is listed. Where the required number of spaces
cannot be ascertained by this method, or the applicant and the city staff cannot agree, the
matter shall be submitted to the planning commission for determination.

(3)

Approval. Such determination shall be subject to appeal to the city council.

_____

Schedule A
Uses

Number of Spaces Required

Residential
Single-family detached

2 per dwelling unit

Single-family attached

2 per dwelling unit

Duplex

2 per dwelling unit
1.25 per efficiency unit
1.75 per one-bedroom unit

Multifamily
2.25 per two-bedroom unit
3.00 per three-bedroom and larger units
Manufactured housing (all)

2 per dwelling unit

Manufactured housing park

2 per unit, plus 1 for each 10 units

Zero lot line single-family

2 per dwelling unit

Civic and commercial

Animal care, general

1 per 400 square feet

Animal care, limited

1 per 300 square feet

Auditorium, arena, theater

1 for each 4 seats, based on maximum capacity

Bank or financial institution

1 per 300 square feet

Bed and breakfast

2 per building, plus 1 per guest room

Church

1 for each 4 seats in the sanctuary (sharing possible)

College or university

1 per 300 square feet, or 1 for each 2 students, whichever is
greater

Communication tower

1 space (plus office space, if on site)

Construction sales and service

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Convenience store

1 per 200 square feet

Day care, limited or general

1 per employee and/or attendant, plus 2 spaces

Funeral home

1 for each 4 chapel seats, plus 1 per employee

Government service

1 per 300 square feet

Hospital

1 for each 3 beds, plus 1 for each 3 employees

Hotel or motel

1 per guest room, plus 1 per 10 guest rooms

Day care, limited or general

1 per employee and/or attendant, plus 2 spaces

Library

1 per 500 square feet

Medical service

6 per doctor or dentist

Museum

1 per 500 square feet

Office, general

1 per 300 square feet

Recreation/entertainment, indoor

1 per 400 square feet

Recreational vehicle park

1 per camping space

Restaurant, fast-food

1 per 75 square feet of customer service/dining area

Restaurant, general

1 per 150 square feet for first 2,500 square feet, plus 1 per 100
square feet over 2,500 square feet

Retail/service, general

1 per 250 square feet

Retail/service, furniture and bulky
items

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

School, nursery, elementary and
middle

1 per staff and employee, plus 1 space per classroom

School, high

1 for each 3 students, plus 1.5 per classroom

Service station

2 per service bay, plus 1 per pump

Vehicle and equipment sales

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Vehicle repair, general or limited

5 per service bay

Vocational school

1 per 3 students, plus 1 per faculty member

Warehouse, residential (mini)
storage

1 for each 5 storage bays, or 1 per 1,000 square feet, whichever is
greater

Industrial and manufacturing
Asphalt or concrete plant

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Auto wrecking or salvage yard

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Manufacturing, general

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Manufacturing, limited

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Research service

1 per 300 square feet

Warehousing

Spaces to be provided pursuant to schedule B

Welding or machine shop

1 per 1,000 square feet or 1 per employee, whichever is greater

(4)

Off-street parking schedule B. Off-street parking for schedule B uses shall be provided in
accordance with the following table:

Schedule B
Activity

Number of Spaces Required

Office or administrative area

1 per 300 square feet

Indoor sales, service or display area

1 per 500 square feet

Outdoor sales, service or display area

1 per 750 square feet

Manufacturing area

1 per 1,000 square feet

Indoor storage, warehousing, or
equipment servicing

1 per 5,000 square feet unless number of employees and
visitors requires greater

(5)

Off-street loading schedule. Off-street loading spaces shall be provided in accordance with the
following minimum standards:

Off-Street Loading Schedule
Floor Area
(in square feet)

Minimum Requirements

Retail and service, warehouse, wholesale, and manufacturing uses
3,000 to 25,000

1

25,001 to 85,000

2

85,001 to 155,000

3

155,001 to 235,000

4

235,001 to 325,000

5

325,001 to 425,000

6

425,001 to 535,000

7

535,001 to 655,000

8

655,001 to 775,000

9

775,001 to 925,000

10

925,001 or more

10, plus 1 per 200,000 square feet above 925,001

Offices, nursing homes, hospitals, hotels and institutions

(c)

3,000 to 100,000

1

100,001 to 335,000

2

335,001 to 625,000

3

625,001 to 945,000

4

945,001 or more

5, plus 1 per 500,000 square feet above 945,001

Computing off-street parking and loading requirements.
(1)

Multiple uses. Lots containing more than one use shall provide parking and loading in an
amount equal to the total of the requirements for all uses.

(d)

(2)

Fractions. When measurements of the number of required spaces result in fractions, any
fraction of one-half or less shall be disregarded and any fraction of more than one-half shall be
rounded upward to the next highest whole number.

(3)

Area. Unless otherwise noted in the provisions, all square footage-based parking and loading
standards shall be computed on the basis of gross floor area.

(4)

Employees, students and occupant-based standards. For the purpose of computing parking
requirements based on the number of employees, students, residents or occupants,
calculations shall be based on the largest number of persons working on any single shift, the
maximum enrollment or the maximum fire-rated capacity, whichever is applicable and
whichever results in the greater number of spaces.

(5)

American's With Disability Act Requirements (ADA). Pursuant to Federal ADA standards, a
portion of the total number of required off-street parking spaces in each off-street parking area
shall be specifically designated, located and reserved for use by person with physical
disabilities. Responsibility for compliance, in all respects, shall rest with the applicant.

Location and design of off-street parking and loading spaces.
(1)

On-site. Except as otherwise specifically provided, required off-street parking and loading
spaces shall be located on the same lot as the principal use.

(2)

Right-of-way. Off-street parking spaces shall be prohibited within the public right-of-way; and
no portion of the abutting street right-of-way shall, except for the driveway, shall be paved or
used in any manner except as green area.

(3)

Setbacks.
a.

In single districts, required off-street parking shall not be located within a street setback.
Parking in excess of the required number of spaces is allowed in the street setback, but not
off the driveway, and not in a manner which obstructs sidewalks or visibility.

b.

Where parking is to be provided in the street setback of a multifamily dwelling, there shall
be established a setback line of ten feet. The area between the setback line and the front
lot line shall be prepared and planted with grass, shrubs, trees, or ground cover not
inconsistent with other landscaping provisions contained herein, and protected by interior
curbing.

c.

In all commercial and industrial districts, required parking is allowed within the street
setback.

(12)

Ingress and egress. Off-street parking and loading spaces shall be designed to permit exiting
vehicles to enter the public right-of-way in a forward motion. No off-street parking or loading
space shall be allowed that requires vehicles to back onto a public right-of-way, except singlefamily and duplex residential development on local and collector streets.

(13)

Surfacing. All required off-street parking and loading spaces, and the driveways serving offstreet parking and loading spaces, except seasonal or event parking, shall be paved with
asphalt, concrete or brick; provided driveways serving single-family dwellings shall only be
required to pave the first 100 feet, as measured from the street. The area of the driveway from
the edge of the street to the property line shall be paved.
a.

For seasonal or event parking, developers may propose alternative materials, methods,
and designs in accordance with the U.S. Green Building Council, Leadership Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) voluntary rating system. Such proposals must include
documented evidence from professional engineers, architects, or environmental planners
demonstrating the effectiveness of the proposed alternative materials, methods, and
designs in meeting the intent and purpose of these regulations. Any such proposals must
be specifically approved by the city engineer. However, aggregate, chip and seal, or pea
gravel and seal surfaces shall not be permitted.

(14)

Drainage. All off-street parking and loading areas shall be designed with drainage facilities
adequate to dispose of all stormwater, and to not increase the stormwater runoff onto the
surface of adjoining properties or streets.

(15)

Curbing. The perimeter of all off-street parking and loading areas and their access drives shall
be curbed, with the exception of single-family, duplex, triplex and fourplex residences.
Landscape islands and other interior features within parking lots shall also be protected by
curbs. The area between the curb and the property line, except for the driveway, shall be
maintained as green space.

(16)

Striping. Off-street parking areas containing five or more spaces shall be delineated by
pavement striping.

(17)

Parking space dimensions. Off-street parking spaces shall contain a minimum area of at least
180 square feet, with a minimum width of nine feet and a minimum length of 18 feet.

(18)

Loading space dimensions. Off-street loading spaces shall be at least 14 feet by 45 feet in
size, with a minimum 18-foot height clearance.

(19)

Aisle dimensions. Drive aisles within off-street parking lots shall comply with the following
minimum width requirements:

Parking
Angle
(in
degrees)

One-Way Aisle
(in feet)

Two-Way Aisle
(in feet)

90

24

24

60

18

24

45

16

24

30

13

24

(20)

Timing of construction. All required parking and loading spaces, driving aisles, and
accessways shall be constructed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, provided
that a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued by the inspection department if it is
determined, based on information provided by the applicant, that inclement weather or other
factors beyond the control of the applicant have prevented compliance with this timing
requirement. Before approval of a temporary certificate of occupancy, the parking area
subgrade, stone base, shall be compacted in accordance with the city's construction standards.
The temporary certificate of occupancy shall expire at the end of 120 days or within such
shorter time-frame specified by the inspection department at the time of approval of the
certificate.

(21)

Use of off-street parking and loading spaces. Required off-street parking spaces shall be used
solely for the parking of motor vehicles in operating condition, and shall not be used for the
storage of vehicles, boats, motor homes, campers, mobile homes, materials, tractor trailers or
other temporary storage unless they are located in a designated staging area and are screened,
fenced or otherwise fully shielded from public view.

(e)

(f)

(g)

Off-site parking. Required off-street parking shall be located on the same lot as the use it is
intended to serve, provided that a portion, not to exceed 25 percent, of the required off-street parking
spaces may be located on a remote and separate lot from the lot on which the principal use is
located, if the off-site parking complies with the following standards.
(1)

Ineligible activities. Off-site parking shall not be used to satisfy the off-street parking standards
for residential uses, restaurants, convenience stores, or other convenience-oriented uses.

(2)

Location. No off-site parking area shall be located more than 80 feet from the required parking
lot of the use served, unless a shuttle service is provided. Distance shall be measured along the
shortest legal, practical walking route.

(3)

Zoning classification. Off-site parking areas shall require the same or a more intensive zoning
classification than that required for the use served.

(4)

Agreement for off-site parking. In the event that an off-site parking area is not under the same
ownership as the principal use served, a written agreement shall be required. An attested copy
of the agreement between the owners of record shall be submitted to the zoning official for
recording. In addition, whether under the same ownership or not, a legal document to prevent
development of the off-site parking area shall be executed and recorded. Recording of the
agreement shall take place before issuance of a building permit for any use to be served by the
off-site parking area or in the case of an existing building, prior to issuance of a certificate of
occupancy.

Shared parking. The zoning official, subject to appeal to the planning commission, may authorize a
reduction in the number of required parking spaces for multiple use developments and for uses that
are located near one another that have different peak parking demands and operating hours. Shared
parking shall be subject to the following standards.
(1)

Location. Shared off-street parking spaces shall be located no further than 500 feet from the
building and uses they are intended to serve unless shuttle service is provided.

(2)

Study. An acceptable parking study shall be submitted which clearly established that uses will
make use of the shared spaces at different times of the day, week, month or year.

(3)

Agreement. A shared parking plan shall be enforced through written agreement. Proof of
recording of the agreement shall be presented prior to issuance of a building permit.

(4)

Revocation of certificate of occupancy. Failure to comply with the shared parking provisions of
this article shall constitute a violation of this article, and shall specifically be cause for revocation
of a certificate of occupancy.

Outdoor parking/storage of boats, trailers, and recreational vehicles. One boat, trailer and/or
recreational vehicle may be parked outdoors on a lot in a residential district provided that:
(1)

The boat, trailer or recreational vehicle is owned and used by a resident of the premises;

(2)

The boat, trailer, or recreational vehicle is located in the side or rear yard;

(3)

The boat, trailer, or recreational vehicle is not parked in the area between the front of the
residence and the street or other area between the structure and the street, except for the
purpose of loading or unloading during a period of less than eight hours;

(4)

Any additional boats, trailers, or recreational vehicles must meet all other provisions of this
section and be located in the rear yard;

(5)

The boat, trailer, or recreational vehicle is not used for living, sleeping or housekeeping
purposes; and

(6)

The boat, trailer, or recreational vehicle is currently registered and licensed, as required by
state law.

(7)

(h)

The administrative officer may approve the placement of such boat, trailer, or recreational
vehicle in cases where the unit is located at a distance of 100 feet or greater from the street
right-of-way.

Vehicle stack space for drive-through facilities. In addition to meeting the off-street parking
requirements of the section, establishments with drive-through facilities shall comply with the
following minimum vehicle stack space standards:
(1)

(2)

Stack space schedule.
a.

Fast-food restaurants, 110 feet measured from the order station.

b.

Banks, 70 feet measured from the teller drop.

c.

Automatic carwash, 50 feet measured from the entrance.

d.

Other uses, 30 feet measured from the pickup window.

Design and layout. Vehicle stack spaces shall be subject to the following design and layout
standards:
a.

Stack spaces shall be designed so as not to impede pedestrian access to the building, on
and off site traffic movements or movements into or out of parking spaces.

b.

Stack space lanes shall be a minimum of eight feet wide, and shall be separated from other
internal driveways with painted lines or curbing.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.01; Ord. No. 11:066, 9-20-2011; Ord. No. 13:054, § I, 10-3-2013)
Sec. 117-325. - Driveways and access; multifamily and nonresidential.

The following standards shall apply to all driveways providing access to multifamily or nonresidential
uses.
(1)

(2)

General standards.
a.

Access to property shall be allowed only by way of driveways, and no other portion of the
lot frontage shall be used for ingress or egress. Continuous curb cuts are prohibited.

b.

Driveway design shall be such that minimization of interference with through street traffic is
achieved, and shall be subject to approval of the city engineer. The types of vehicles that a
driveway is intended to serve shall be a prime factor in determining the acceptable radii of
driveways. Driveway radii shall be determined by the current City of Jonesboro driveway
standard details.

c.

Provisions for circulation between adjacent parcels should be provided through coordinated
or joint parking system.

Driveway spacing.
a.

Arterial streets. Direct access to any arterial street shall be limited to the following
restrictions:
1.

Spacing from signalized intersections. All driveways providing access to arterial
streets shall be constructed so that the point of tangency of the curb return radius
closest to a signalized or stop sign-controlled intersection is at least 120 150 feet from
the perpendicular curb face of the intersecting street. In the event that this standard
cannot be met because of an unusually narrow or shallow lot size, the city engineer
may approve a reduction in spacing as long as the reduction does not result in an
unsafe traffic condition.

2.

b.

c.

Collector streets. Direct access to collector streets shall be regulated in accordance with
the following standards:
1.

Spacing from signalized intersections. All driveways providing access to collector
streets shall be constructed so that the point of tangency of the curb return radius
closest to a signalized or stop sign-controlled intersection is at least 120 feet from the
perpendicular curb face of an intersecting arterial street and 80 feet from the
perpendicular curb face of an intersecting collector or local street. In the event that
this standard cannot be met because of an unusually narrow or shallow lot size, the
city engineer may approve a reduction in spacing as long as the reduction does not
result in an unsafe traffic condition.

2.

Spacing from other, nonsignalized, access points. All driveways providing access to
collector streets shall be constructed so that the point of tangency of the curb return
radius closest to a nonsignalized street or driveway intersection is at least 80 feet from
the perpendicular curb face of the intersecting street or driveway. In the event that this
standard cannot be met because of an unusually narrow or shallow lot size, the city
engineer may approve a reduction in spacing as long as the reduction does not result
in an unsafe traffic condition.

Driveways per parcel.
1.

2.

3.

d.

Spacing from other, nonsignalized, access points. All driveways providing access to
arterial streets shall be constructed so that the point of tangency of the curb return
radius closest to any nonsignalized street or driveway intersection is at least 80 100
feet from the perpendicular curb face of the intersecting street or driveway. In the
event that this standard cannot be met because of an unusually narrow or shallow lot
size, the city engineer may approve a reduction in spacing as long as the reduction
does not result in an unsafe traffic condition.

At least one driveway shall be permitted for any lot. Shared driveways shall be
recommended for lots that have less than 150 feet of frontage. Maximum number of
driveways per lot will be based on lot frontage as follows:

Driveways shall be located a minimum of 20 feet from the side property lines. A
separation of 40 feet is required between the driveways on one lot and the
other.
Driveways on corner lots shall be located as far away from the intersection as
possible. In no case shall a driveway be installed closer than five feet to the beginning
of the curb radius.

Ingress/egress driveway width. The width of the driveway throat shall not exceed 40 feet in
width. Driveway lanes shall be a minimum of 13 feet in width and shall not have more than
three lanes in one entrance/exit.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.02)
Sec. 117-326. Landscaping and Screening
This section sets out the minimum landscaping and screening and tree preservation requirements for new
development in the city as follows:
1. Purpose:
a.

To mitigate the reduction of vegetative cover from the urban landscape.

b.
effect.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

To mitigate the heat generated by the densely built urban landscape, known as the heat island
To mitigate the loss of aesthetics associated with the loss of vegetation.
To mitigate the increase in the area of impervious surfaces in the urban landscape.
To improve the appearance of buildings.
To improve the appearance of vehicle use areas.
To encourage the preservation of existing trees.

2. Applicability exemptions. The following shall be exempt from the standards of this section:
a. The AG, RR, R-O, R-1, RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RS-4, RS-5 RS-6, RS-7, RS-8, R-1, R-1A, RU-I,
TC-O, VR-O, and PD districts shall be exempt from all standards of this section.
b. The three existing Industrial development parks listed: Craighead Technology Park north of
Highland Drive, east of Barnhill Road, south of Deer Lake Road to Trinity Drive and over to
Nestle Road, and west of Nestle Road and Nestle Way. Jonesboro Industrial Park north of
Highland Drive, east of Commerce Road, south of C. W. Post Road to Nettleton Ave., west of
Nettleton Avenue to Sarah street to Industrial Drive to Highland Dr. Henry P. Jones III
Business Park north of Parker Road, east of CWL Wastewater Treatment, south of
Longcrest Drive, west of Willow Road. Development in these listed parks shall only be
required to landscape in the parking lots and front of their buildings and plant street trees
along the road frontage of the building development. Trees must be installed on 40’ centers
along the main building area of the complex.
c.

Existing development. Improvements or repairs to existing development that do not result in
an increase in floor area of 20% or more in any one expansion, or changes in use that do not
result in an increase in floor area and do not result in an increase in intensity, shall also be
exempt from all the standards of this section. If an existing Industrial or Commercial Building
is renovated or expanded to increase its total building square footage by 20% or more in any
one expansion you are required to go by this Ordinance.

d. Construction, Installation and Maintenance by City Water and Light Plant of the City of
Jonesboro, Arkansas (CWL) and Other Utilities. The following activities shall be exempt from
all the standards of this section: (i) the construction and installation by CWL or other utilities
of electric, gas, water, sewer or other utility lines, equipment, accessories and infrastructure
in public rights of way and platted or private utility easements; and (ii) the cutting, pruning,
trimming, or removing by CWL or other utilities of any plant material or trees that encroach or
interfere with electric, gas, water, sewer or other utility lines, piping, equipment,
appurtenances and other infrastructure located within any public right of way or platted or
private utility easement or which are located outside the public right of way or platted or
private utility easement but which encroach or interfere with utilities located within the public
right of way or platted or private utility easement.
3.
General Landscaping requirements. All new development and redevelopment must provide a
landscape plan meeting the requirements below.
4.

A percentage of the total land area currently under development will be devoted to landscaping:

a. If the total land area is two acres or more, the developer must provide either a minimum of 20
percent green space with at least one new tree or shrub meeting the plant criteria herein for
each 2,000 square feet of the total land area; or, a minimum of 15 percent green space with
one tree or shrub for every 1,000 square feet of total land area. If the developer opts to use
the 15 percent green space option, tree size must be increase from two and one-half inch ball

and burlap to four-inch ball and burlap. Detention/Retention areas may count up to one half of
the greenspace requirements.

b. If the development is less than two acres, at least one new tree or shrub meeting the plant
criteria herein must be provided for each 1,000 square feet of the total land area for
developments up to two acres.

c.
Public rights of way, private utility easements, and Protected Utility Areas (as defined below)
within platted utility easements shall not be included in the computation of minimum green space under
this Section 3.
5.
Criteria for plant materials:
a. A minimum of 25% of the plant materials required under this code shall consist of trees of
which 40% shall be native species.
b. Parking lots containing ten (10) or more spaces shall be landscaped with one of the following
options:
Option 1. Narrow tree lawn. A continuous landscape strip between rows of parking. The minimum width
of a tree lawn shall be ten feet (10’); the minimum area shall be 300 square feet. One tree every 15
parking spaces or one tree every thirty linear feet, whichever provides more canopy, shall be planted with
this option. Trees may be grouped or spaced within the lawn area.
Option 2. Tree Island. If the parking area is single bay parking area, the tree island shall be a minimum
width of eighteen feet (18’) and a minimum length of eighteen feet (18’), or an area of not less than three
hundred twenty-four square feet (324 s.f.), If the parking area is a double bay parking area, the tree island
shall be a minimum width of eighteen feet (18’) and a minimum length of thirty six feet (36’) or an area of
not less than six hundred forty-eight square feet (648 s.f.) One tree shall be planted for every 15 parking
spaces with this option, with a maximum run of 15 parking spaces permitted without a tree island. Interior
trees shall be placed on either side of points of access (entrance drives, exit drives) within tree islands. In
addition, all street trees must be spaced at a minimum of forty feet (40’). All tree planted to meet these
requirements shall be deciduous shade trees.
EXHIBITS
Single Bay Tree Island
Double
Tree

Stack
Island

Narrow Tree Lawn

c.

New plants may be selected from the recommended plants list provided by the Planning and
Zoning Department. Plants should be selected for hardiness in local zones. Plants should
be arranged to facilitate growth and avoid damage by development. The following trees shall
not be used in a landscape plan:

1. Black locust (Robinia Pseqdoacacia)
2. Cottonwood (Populous Trichocarps)
3. Bradford pear (Pyrus Calleryana “Bradford”)
4. Southern live oak (Quercus Virginiana)
5. Mimosa (Albizia Julibirssin)
6. Privet (Ligstrum Sinese)
d. Deciduous ornamental trees must be balled and burlapped, have at least two and one-half
inch caliper, and be at least eight (8) feet tall. Deciduous shade trees must be balled and
burlapped, have at least two and one-half inch caliper by at least eight (8) feet tall.
Evergreen trees must be balled and burlapped and be at least ten (10) feet in height above
natural grade. No more than 25% of the total number of trees may be ornamental trees, and
at least 10% of the trees shall be evergreen. Shrubs are to be five-gallon size, minimum.
e. Perennials from the recommended plants list qualify as a plant selection to meet minimum
requirements in the ratio of 20:1. Twenty perennials, six inch pot size, equal one shrub.
Perennials qualify as shrub selections to a maximum of 15% of the required number of
shrubs.
f.

Credit to the plant requirement will be considered for existing trees, provided: they are of a
desirable type, are healthy specimens, they contribute to the compatibility of the
development, and they are not threatened by the construction or placement of the proposed

development. Existing trees may not have a change in grade under the tree canopy greater
than +_4. In addition, the health of existing trees must be certified by a licensed arborist or
other tree professional agreed upon by the developer and the Planning and Zoning
Department. Qualification or placement of the proposed plant material must be verified with
the Planning and Zoning Department. Trees to be counted for tree credits must be protected
during construction by protective fencing and shall not be used for material storage or for any
other purpose. Tree protection barriers shall be a minimum of four feet high, constructed of
chain link, or polyethylene laminar safety fencing or similar material, subject to approval by
the Planning and Zoning Department. “Tree Protection Area” signs shall be posted visibly on
all sides of the fenced areas.
Preserved Tree Diameter at
Breast Height
4 – 5 inches
6-12 inches
13-18 inches
19-24 inches
25-32 inches
33-48 inches
Above 48 inches

Credits Toward
2 required trees
3 required trees
4 required trees
6 required trees
8 required trees
10 required trees
12 required trees

6.
Landscape buffer zones, screening fences, or walls will be required where nonresidential zones
abut residential zones. Landscape buffer zones, screening fences, or screening walls may also be
required where multi-family zones abut low-density residential zones. The width of the required buffer
shall be verified with the Planning and Zoning Department. No public rights of way or private utility
easements shall be included in any buffer zone. If plants or trees are to be used for screening, they must
be evergreen and planted to provide a solid screen within three (3) years. If any of such plants or trees
are to be planted in a platted utility easement (excluding, however, Protected Utility Areas), they must be
of a species included in recommended plant list, “Utility Easements” or otherwise approved in writing by
CWL and any other affected utility. Any objections thereto shall be resolved in accordance with Section 7
below. No plants or trees, however, may be planted in any Protected Utility Area within a platted utility
easement that are a part of any buffer zone.
7. Installation, maintenance, and replacement:
a. Installation. All landscaping shall be installed according to sound nursery practices and in a
manner designed to encourage vigorous growth. All landscape material, both living and
nonliving, shall be in place prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or letter of credit for
the full amount of the landscaping provided to the Planning and Zoning Department.
b.

Maintenance and replacement. Trees, shrubs, fences, walls and other landscape features,
which includes screening depicted on plans approved by the city, shall be considered as
elements of the project in the same manner as parking, building materials, and other details
are elements of the plan. The landowner, or successors in interest, or agent, if any, shall be
jointly and severally responsible for the following:
1. Regular maintenance of all landscaping must be kept in good condition and in a way, that
presents a healthy, neat, and orderly appearance. All landscaping shall be maintained
free from disease, pests, weeds and litter. This maintenance shall include weeding,
watering, fertilizing, pruning, mowing, edging, mulching or other maintenance, as
needed and in accordance with acceptable horticultural practices;

2. The repair or replacement of required landscape structures e.g., fences and walls, to a
structurally sound condition;
3. The regular maintenance, repair, or replacement, where necessary, or any landscaping
required by the section; and
4. Continuous maintenance of the site.
c.

Nothing contained in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit CWL or any other utility
from cutting, pruning, trimming or removing trees and other plant materials that encroach or
interfere with any electric, gas, water, sewer or other utility lines and pipes, equipment, or
infrastructure or access thereto.
8.
Utility Easements. No tree or plant material shall be located within a proposed or existing platted
utility easement unless it meets the following requirements:
a.
For purposes of satisfying the requirements of Section 3, there shall be excluded from the
calculation of the minimum green space that portion of the platted utility easement that constitutes or will
constitute a “Protected Utility Area”. A “Protected Utility Area” shall mean the area that includes the
physical location of any utility pole, junction box, transformer, water valve, manhole, water meter, fire
hydrant, other related equipment, appurtenances or infrastructure along with an accompanying protected
work and safety zone or radius as required or recommended by any applicable federal, state, or local law,
electrical, plumbing or other building or safety code, or utility industry best practice.
b.

No plant materials or trees shall be planted in any Protected Utility Area.

c.
Unless otherwise approved by CWL or any other affected utility, only plant materials or trees
contained on the recommended plant list under the category, “Utility Easements”, shall be planted in a
platted utility easement (not, including, however, a Protected Utility Area located within the platted utility
easement).
d.
The proposed developer is responsible for identifying existing and proposed platted utility
easements within the area to be developed and to be included within the landscape plan for the
development.
e. Any landscape plan, which includes any portion of an existing or proposed platted utility easement,
shall be subject to approval of the City of Jonesboro Planning and Zoning Department and CWL and/or
any other affected utility. Any landscape plan which includes any portion of an existing or proposed utility
easement shall be submitted by the developer to the City of Jonesboro Planning and Zoning Department.
Following submission of the proposed plans by the developer, the City of Jonesboro Planning and Zoning
Department shall provide a copy of the proposed landscape plans to CWL and/or any other affected utility
for their approval or objection to the proposed plans. CWL and/or any other affected utility shall have a
period of ten (10) business days following receipt of a copy of the proposed landscape plans from the City
of Jonesboro Planning and Zoning Department to either approve or make written objection to the
proposed plans. If no written objections are made within the applicable ten (10) day period, CWL and/or
any other affected utility shall be deemed to have approved the proposed plans. If written objections are
timely made, any objections shall be resolved by the Planning and Zoning Department, subject, however,
to all rights of appeal as provided in these Code of Ordinances.
Trees and Shrubs marked with * represent a native species plant
RECOMMENDED PLANT LIST
Large Shrubs/small trees appropriate for platted utility easements (other than Protected Utility
Areas).

{

Guide lines: Keep maximum height 15' or lower -

Avoid trees with long running root
systems.

Scientific Name

Common Name

1

Acer Ginnala

Amur Maple

2

Acer Palmatum

Japanese Maple

3

*Amelanchier Stolonoifera

Running Service Berry

4

Magnolia Stellate

Star Magnolia

5

*Magnolia Virginia

Sweetbay Magnolia

6

Cornus Kousa

Kousa Dogwood

7

*Cercis Canadensis

Eastern Redbud

8

*Cercis Reuiformis

Oaklahoma Redbud

9

Crape Myrtle

Varieties a-----f

a

Lagerstromia indica 'Natchez'

Natchez Crape Myrtle

b

Lagerstromia indica 'Tuscarora'

Tuscarora Crape Myrtle

c

Lagerstromia indica 'Whit III'

Pink Velour Crape Myrtle

d

Lagerstromia indica fauriei 'Tonto'

Tonto Crape Myrtle

e

Lagerstromia indica fauriei 'Sioux'

Sioux Crape Myrtle

f

Lagerstromia indica fauriei 'Acoma'

Acoma Crape Myrtle

10

Malus Sp.

Crabapple

11

Morus Alba Pendula

Weeping White Mulberry

12

Prunus Serrulate Kwanzan

Yoshino Cherry

13

Cotinus Coggygria

Smoketree

14

*Hamamelis Vernalis

Vernal Witchazel

15

Chionanthus Retusus

Chinese Fringetree

16

Pistacia Chinensis

Chinese Pistache

17

*Thuja Occidentalis

Emerald Arborvitae - Evergreen

18

Ilex X Nellie R. Stevens

Nellie Stevens Holly - Evergreen

19

*Juniperus Communis

Dwarf Juniper - Evergreen

FOCAL TREES (NOT TO BE USED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR STREET TREES)
*Amelanchier Arborea

Downy Serviceberry

30’ x 30’

*Carpinus Caroliniana

American Hornbeam

30’ x 25’

*Hamamelis Virginiana

Common Witchhazel

20’ x 20’

Lagerstroemia Indica

Crape Myrtle

30’ x 20’

TREES APPROPRIATE IN URBAN SETTINGS AS STREET TREES.
Scientific Name

Common Name

Landscape

Remarks

Size: H x W
*Acer Rubrum

Red Maple

65 x 60 Red fall color

Carpinus Betulus “Fastigiata”

European Hornbeam

25’ x 15’

*Carpinus Caroliniana

American Hornbeam

30’ x 25’

Ginkgo Biloba (male)

Gingko

70’ x 55’

Butter yellow fall color

*Gleditsia Triacoanthos

Thornless Honeylocust

45’ x 45’

Small leaf litter

*Gymnocladus Dioicus (male)

Kentucky Coffeetree

60’ x 60’

*Liquidambar Styraciflua

Sweetgum

55’ x 35’

*Ostrya Virginiana

American Hophornbeam

40’ x 25’

Pistacia Chinensis

Chinese Pistache

25’ x 25’

*Taxodium Distichum

Baldcypress

60’ x 35’

Tilia Cordata “Greenspire”

Littleleaf Linden

45’ x 30’

*Ulmus Americana

American Elm

65’ x 50’

Ulmus Parvifolia

Chinese/Lacebark Elm

40’ x 35’

Zelkova Serrata

Zelkova

35’ x 35’

Vase Shaped

Landscape

Remarks

Yellowish fall color

Fruitless only

Fall color variable

DED resistant variety

NARROW OR COLUMNAR TREES
Scientific Name

Common Name

Height x width
*Acer Sacchuram “Reba”

Belle Tower Sugar Maple

Carpinus Betulus “Fastigiata”

European Hornbeam 25’ x 15’

Ginko Biloba

Ginko

35’ x 10’

55’ x 15’

*Liquidambar Styraciflua

Sweetgum

65’ x 35’

Quercus Robur

English Oak

50’ x 50”

*Quercus X Crimson Spire

Oak

45’ x 15’

*Taxodium Ascendens

Pondcypress

45’ x 15’

Zeldova Serrata

Zelkova

75’ x 55’

Common Name

Landscape

Bears fruit

SHADE OR LAWN TREES
Scientific Name

Remarks

Height x width
*Acer Rubrum

Red Maple

65’ x 60’

Red fall color

*Acer Saccharum

Sugar Maple

65’ x 60’

Flame fall color

Acer X Freemanii

Freeman Maple

60’ x 50’

Very fast growing

*Gymnocladus Dioicus male

Kentucky Cofftree

60’ x 60’

*Liquidambar Styraciflua

Sweetgum

55’ x 45’

Fruitless varieties only

*Liriodendron Tulipfera

Tuliptree

80’ x 50’

Soft yellow fall color

*Magnolia Grandiflora

Southern Magnolia

75’ x 65’

Metasequoia Glyptostroboides

Dawn Redwood

55’ x 30’

Cooper brown fall color

*Nyssa Sylvatica

Black Tupelo

50’ x 50’

True Red fall color

*Quercus Alba

White Oak

75’ x 65’

Maroon fall color

*Quercus Michauxii

Swamp Oak

70’ x 70’

Fall color not significant

*Quercus Coccinea

Scarlet Oak

70’ x 70’

Maroon fall color

*Quercus Falcate

S. Red Oak

75’ x 75’

Fall color not significant

*Quercus Imbricaria

Shingle Oak

60’ x 60’

Yellow-brown fall color

*Quercus Muehlenbergii

Chinkapin Oak

50’ x 50’

Fall color not significant

*Quercus Nigra

Water Oak

75’ x 75’

No fall color

*Quercus Palustris

Pin Oak

65’ x 50’

Maroon fall color

*Quercus Phellos

Willow Oak

60’ x 40’

Muted orange fall color

*Quercus Rubra

N. Red Oak

70’ x 70’

Maroon fall color

*Quercus Shumardii

Shumard Oak

70’ x 70’

Orange red fall color

*Taxodium Distichum

Bald Cypress

60’ x 35’

Cooper brown fall color

Tilia Cordata

Littleleaf Linden

45’ x 30’

Fragrant flowers in June

*Ulmus Americana
variety

American Elm

70’ x 55’

Ulmus Parvifolia

Chinese/Lacebark Elm

40’ x 30’

Zelkova Serrata

Zelkova

35’ x 35’

Vase shaped

Scientific Name

Common Name

Size

Remarks

*Ilex Glabra

Inkberry

Large

Evergreen

*Aesculus Parviflora

Bottlebrush Buckeye Large

*Euonymus Americanus

Strawberrybush

Large

Deciduous

*Fothergilla Major

Fothergilla

Large

Deciduous

*Hydrangea Quecifolia

Oakleaf Hydrangea

Large

Deciduous

*Lindera Benzoin

Spicebush

Large

Deciduous

*Styrax Americana

American Snowbell

Large

Deciduous

*Viburnum Dentatum

Arrowwood

Large

Deciduous

*Leucothoe Axillaris

Leucothoe

Medium Deciduous

*Hydrangea Arborescens

Wild Hydrangea

Medium Deciduous

*Itea Virginica

Virginia Sweetspire

Medium Deciduous

Forsythia x Intermedia

Forsythia

Med/Large

*Rhododendron Catawbiense

Catawba Rhododendron

Medium Deciduous

Rhododendron x Gable

Stewartstonian Azalea

Medium Deciduous

Gibraltar Azalea

Medium Deciduous

Select DED resistant

SHRUBS

Deciduous

Deciduous

“Stewartstonian”
Rhododendron “Gibraltar”

Rhododendron “Golden Oriole” Golden Oriole Azalea

Medium Deciduous

*Kalmia Latifolia

Mountain Laurels

Medium Deciduous

Hibiscus Syriacus

Rose of Sharon

Med/Large

Deciduous

Spiraea Japonica

Goldenflame

Small

Deciduous

*Viburnum Dentatum

Arrowwood Viburnum

Small

Deciduous

*Hamamelis x Intermedia

Witch Hazel

Large

Deciduous

Viburnum Prunifolium

Korean Spice Viburnum

Small/Medium Deciduous

*Aronia Melanocarpa

Viking Black Chokeberry

Medium Deciduous

Ilex Crenata

Sky Pencil Holly

Medium Deciduous

*Ilex Verticillata

Winterberry Holly

Corylus Avellana

Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick

*Aronia Arbutifolia

Red Chokeberry

Medium Deciduous

*Amelanchier Stolonoifera

Running Serviceberry

Small

Deciduous

*Calycanthus Occidentalis

Spice Bush

Small

Deciduous

*Ilex Vomitoria

Yaupon Holly

Medium/Large Evergreen

PERENNIALS
Common Name
Rose Sensation False Hydrangea Vine
Prairie Glow Black Eyed Susan
Forever Pink Phlox
Josephine Clematis Vine
Pillow Talk Sedum
Border Music Reblooming Daylily
Allium Millenium
Mariachi Sombrero Helenium
Allium Summer Beauty
Gracillimus Miscanthus Grass
All Gold Japanese Forest Grass
Vera English Lavender
Balmy Beebop Bee Balm
Tuff Stuff Red Reblooming Hydrangea
Sapphire Blue Oat Grass
Black Sea Coral Bells
Green Twister Echinacea
Invicibelle Wee White Hydrangea
Snowflake Creeping Phlox
Lavance Deep Purple English Lavender
Big Blue Liriope Grass
Hot Lips Sage
Goldfinch Shasta Daisy

Medium Deciduous
Deciduous

Pumila Dwarf Pampas Grass
Arizona Apricot Gaillardia
Luna Rose Hibiscus
Home Fires Creeping Phlox
EverColor Everillo Sedge Grass
Showtime Ruffles Helleborus
Little Goldstar Black Eyed Susan
Junior Walker Nepeta
Harvest Moon Sedum
Champagne Coral Bells
Giles Van Hees Veronica
Let’s Dance Rave Reblooming Hydrangea
Amazing Grace Creeping Phlox
Pastor’s Pride English Lavender
Bronze Beauty Ajuga
Tiny Tuff Stuff Reblooming Hydrangea
Black Mondo Grass
Rainbow Marcella Echinacea
Korean Feather Reed Grass
Wedding Party Helleborus Mix
Double Scoop Orangeberry Echinacea
Mary Reed Daylily
PowWow White Echinacea
Blue Moon Woodland Phlox
Blue Paradise Phlox
Monch Frikart’s Aster
Silvery Sunproof Liriope Grass
Emerald Pink creeping Phlox
Aureola Japanese Forest Grass
Matrona Desum
Mayflower
Raspberry Ruffles Daylily

Siloam Double Classic Daylily
Stella‘d Oro Daylily
Little Blue Stem Grass
Dwarf fountain Grass
Purple Coneflower
Goldstem Blackeyed Susan
Variegated Liriope

NATIVE PERENNIALS
Common Name
Butterfly Weed
Dense Blazing Star
Wild Bergamot
Rose Mallow
Swamp Coneflower
Swamp Milkweed
Gray Headed Coneflower
Purple Coneflower
Rattlesnake Master
Soft Rush
Carex Spp.
NATIVE GRASSES
Common Name
Little Bluestem
Indian Grass
Switch Grass
Prairie Dropseed
Gulf Muhly Grass
Blue Lovegrass
Sand Lovegrass
SEC 117-326(a) TREE PRESERVATION REMOVAL PERMIT

Any person proposing to engage in clearing, filling, cutting, quarrying, construction, or similar activities
that would result (a) a disturbed area of one acre or larger, and (b) the removal of more than seven (7)
significant trees from the disturbed area within a twelve (12) month period shall apply to the Planning
Department for a tree removal permit as specified in this article. A site development plan shall be
submitted to the City before removal of more than seven significant trees from a site within a twelve (12)
month period without first obtaining a permit. The City official may exempt the need for the permit on a
limited case-by-case basis. No land shall be cleared to the extent regulated in this article, unless
approved by a permit.
If more than seven significant trees are to be removed by the owner/developer he or she must submit a
tree protection or replacement plan to the Planning and Zoning Department. This plan must show all
significant trees on site. This list shall include size and species of the trees. The plan shall show all
roads, utilities, building footprints, driveways, and areas to be disturbed. If significant trees are in the
disturbed area they are to be replaced at a rate of one to five (one tree to be planted for every five trees
removed). If the drip line of the significant tree is adjacent to a construction area, measures must be
made to protect the tree with fencing and other protective measures.
If a significant tree is removed from a nonconstruction area it must be replaced at a replacement rate of
five to one.
If the owner/developer is unable to put replacement trees on the property they have the option to provide
the same number of trees to the City of Jonesboro to be installed in area parks, along greenways, or trail
and bike paths as approved by the City of Jonesboro. The owner/developer also has the option to pay a
fee in lieu to be placed in a tree preservation account of the City of Jonesboro. The fee will be the cost of
the trees as determined by a landscape professional and approved by the City of Jonesboro.
Replacement trees shall be replanted with trees that meet the following specifications:
(1) Deciduous: At least two and a half inches in diameter and at least eight feet in height above natural
grade;
(2) Evergreen: At least ten feet in height above natural grade; and
(3) Ornamental: At least two and a half inches in diameter and at least eight feet in height above natural
grade.
A tree is significant, if it is a tree and it is:
(a) At least eighteen inches in diameter at the height of four and a half feet above natural grade;
(b) Growing with multiple stems and at least one of the stems measured at a point six inches from the
point where the stems digress from the main trunk is at least six inches in diameter;
(c) An ornamental tree with a diameter in excess of six inches at the height eight inches above natural
grade; or planted to meet the requirements of the current landscape ordinance.
A tree is not significant if it is less than eighteen (18) inches in diameter at four and a half feet above
natural grade, unhealthy, or dead, or those included on the following list, regardless of size:
(a) Black locust (Robinia Pseqdoacacia);
(b) Cottonwood (Populous Trichocarps);
and
(c) Bradford pear (Pyrus Calleryana "Bradford");
Groups of trees and individual trees that are not to be removed and required undisturbed buffer areas
shall be protected during construction by protective fencing and shall not be used for material
storage or for any other purpose. Tree protection barriers shall be a minimum of four feet high,
constructed of chain link, or polyethylene laminar safety fencing or similar material, subject to approval by
the Planning and Zoning Department. "Tree Protection Area" signs shall be posted visibly on all sides of
the fenced areas. On large or multiple project sites, the Planning and Zoning Department may also
require that signs requesting subcontractor cooperation and compliance with tree protection standards be

posted at site entrances. The tree protection barrier must be placed at the outside edge of the drip
line of the existing trees.
The provisions of this Section 117-326(a) shall not apply to any persons or locations exempt under
Section [1] of Section {1} (d) of 117-326.
Fees
A fee for each tree removal permit shall be paid to the City as currently established or as hereafter
adopted by resolution of the City Council.
Fines
Any person or persons who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall be fined a minimum of two
hundred and fifty ($250) dollars per day and up to a maximum of five hundred ($500) dollars. Each day
that a violation of the ordinance continues without being remedied may be considered a separate offense
and fined separately.
This section sets out the minimum landscaping and screening requirements for new development in
the city as follows:
(1)

(2)

(3)

Applicability exemptions. The following shall be exempt from the standards of this section:
a.

Residential. The AG, RR, R-O, RS-1—RS-8, R-1, R-1A, and R-2 districts shall be exempt
from all standards of this section.

b.

Existing development; changes in use. Improvements or repairs to existing development
that do not result in an increase in floor area, and changes in use that do not result in an
increase in intensity, shall also be exempt from all the standards of this section.

General landscaping requirements. In the absence of a landscape plan, the following general
landscaping requirements shall apply to all development:
a.

Landscaping required. All multifamily development of five units or more, and all commercial
development shall be required to provide at least one tree and three five-gallon shrubs per
unit within the development.

b.

Location. Landscaping required pursuant to this section shall be installed between the
property line and the required street setback areas.

Parking lot. Landscaping. In the absence of a landscaping plan, the parking lot landscaping
standards of this section shall apply to the interior of all off-street parking areas containing more
than ten off-street parking spaces. They shall not apply to vehicle and equipment sales lots or
storage areas, multi-level parking structures, or areas devoted to drive-through lanes.
a.

Relationship to other landscaping standards. Trees provided to meet the general
landscaping requirements of subsection (2) of this section may be used to meet a
development's parking lot landscaping requirements.

b.

Required landscaping. In the absence of a landscape plan, at least one tree and three fivegallon shrubs shall be provided for each ten parking spaces and fraction thereof within an
off-street parking area.

c.

Location. Required landscaping shall be reasonably dispersed throughout off-street parking
areas.

d.

Planting areas. Planting areas that contain trees shall be at least seven feet wide and
protected by raised curbs to prevent damage by vehicle.

(4)

Dumpster screening. Dumpsters located in any district shall be completely screened from view
on all sides visible to the public by a fence or wall with a minimum height of six feet, or one foot
taller than the dumpster, whichever is greater. The fence or wall shall provide complete visual
screening of the dumpster, and be compatible in material and color with the principal structure
on the lot.

(5)

Landscape material standards. The following standards shall be considered the minimum
required planting standards for all trees and landscape material:
a.

Plant quality. Plants installed to satisfy the requirement of this section shall conform to or
exceed the plant quality standards of the most recent edition of American Standard for
Nursery Stock, published by the American Association of Nurserymen. Plants shall be
nursery grown and adapted to the local area.

b.

Artificial plants. No artificial plants or vegetation shall be used to meet any standards of this
section, unless expressly approved by the planning commission.

c.

Trees.
1.

Types.
(i)

Required. Where required or permitted, trees shall be of ornamental, evergreen,
or of the large deciduous types.

(ii)

Prohibited. The following trees shall be prohibited and shall not be used to
satisfy the landscaping or buffering standards of this section unless approved by
the planning commission:

(iii)

2.

(6)

A.

Box elder;

B.

Soft maple;

C.

Hackberry; or

D.

American elm.

Species mix. When more than ten trees are required to be planted to meet the
standards of this section, a mix of species shall be provided. For each ten, or
fractions thereof, another differing species shall be used.

Size.
(i)

Medium and large deciduous trees. Medium and large deciduous trees planted to
satisfy the standards of this section shall have a minimum height of eight feet,
and a minimum diameter of three inch, measured at a point that is at least four
and one-half feet above existing grade level.

(ii)

Small deciduous or ornamental trees. Small deciduous and ornamental trees
planted to satisfy the standards of this section shall have a minimum height of
four feet.

(iii)

Conifers or evergreens. Conifers or upright evergreen trees planted to satisfy
the standards of this section shall have a minimum height, after planting, of six
feet.

(iv)

Use of existing plant material. Trees that exist on site, prior to its development,
may be used to satisfy the landscaping standards of this section provided they
meet the size, variety, and location requirements of this section.

Installation, maintenance and replacement.
a.

Installation. All landscaping shall be installed according to sound nursery practices in a
manner designed to encourage vigorous growth. All landscape material, both living and
nonliving, shall be in place prior to issuance of a final certificate of occupancy. A temporary
certificate of occupancy may be issued prior to installation of required landscaping if

binding, written assurances are submitted, ensuring that planting will take place when
planting season arrives.
b.

(7)

Maintenance and replacement. Trees, shrubs, fences, walls and other landscape features,
which includes screening depicted on plans approved by the city shall be considered as
elements of the project in the same manner as parking, building materials, and other
details are elements of the plan. The landowner, or successors in interest, or agent, if any,
shall be jointly and severally responsible for the following:
1.

Regular maintenance of all landscaping in good condition and in a way that presents a
healthy, neat, and orderly appearance. All landscaping shall be maintained free from
disease, pests, weeds and litter. This maintenance shall include weeding, watering,
fertilizing, pruning, mowing, edging, mulching or other maintenance, as needed and in
accordance with acceptable horticultural practices;

2.

The repair or replacement of required landscape structures, e.g., fences and walls, to
a structurally sound condition;

3.

The regular maintenance, repair, or replacement, where necessary, of any
landscaping required by this section; and

4.

Continuous maintenance of the site.

Alternative compliance. Applicants shall be entitled to demonstrate that the intent of this section
can be more effectively met, in whole or in part, through alternative means. If approved, an
alternative compliance landscape plan may be substituted, in whole or in part, for landscaping
that meets the expressed terms of this section.
a.

Procedure. Alternative compliance landscape plans shall be considered through the site
plan review process.

b.

Review criteria. In reviewing proposed alternative compliance landscape plans, favorable
consideration shall be given to exceptional landscape designs that attempt to preserve and
incorporate existing vegetation in excess of minimum standards, and plans that
demonstrate innovative design and use of plant materials. Alternative compliance
landscape plans may be approved upon a finding that any of the following circumstances
exist on the proposed building site or surrounding properties:
1.

Natural land characteristics or existing vegetation on the proposed development site
would achieve the intent of this section;

2.

Innovative landscaping or architectural design is employed on the proposed
development site to achieve a buffering effect that is equivalent to the buffering or
screening standards of this section;

3.

The required landscaping or buffering would be ineffective at maturity due to
topography, or the location of improvements on the site; or

4.

The proposed alternative represents a plan that is as good or better than a plan
prepared in strict compliance with the other standards of this section.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.03)
Sec. 117-327. - Corner visibility.
On corner lots at intersecting two-way streets, nothing shall be erected, placed, planted, or allowed
to grow in such a manner as to materially impede vision between a height of two feet and eight feet above
curb grade within the triangular area formed by an imaginary line that follows street side property lines,
and a line connecting them, 25 feet from their point of intersection. This sight triangle standard may be
increased by the city in those instances deemed necessary for promoting traffic safety, and may be
lessened at intersections involving one-way streets.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.04)
Sec. 117-328. - Residential compatibility standards.
The compatibility standards of this section are intended to protect low density residential uses and
neighborhoods from the adverse impacts sometimes associated with high density residential uses and
nonresidential development. The standards are intended to mitigate the effects of uses with operating and
structural characteristics that are vastly different than those associated with single-family and duplex
uses.
(1)

(2)

(3)

Applicability, triggering property. Compatibility standards shall apply to all development in the
C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, CR-1, I-1 and I-2 zoning districts when such development is adjacent to
triggering property, which shall include all property:
a.

Occupied by a single-family or duplex dwelling unit that is a use permitted by-right in the
zoning district in which it is located; or

b.

Zoned in an RS or RM zoning district.

Exemptions.
a.

Notwithstanding the applicability provisions of subsection (1) of this section, compatibility
standards shall not be triggered by property that is public right-of-way, railroad track,
roadway or utility easement.

b.

The following uses and activities shall specifically be exempt from compliance with
compatibility standards:
1.

Construction of a use permitted by right in a RS or RM district; provided that
multifamily development shall be screened when abutting a single-family use or zone;

2.

Structural alteration of an existing building when such alteration does not increase the
building's square footage or height; and

3.

A change in use that does not increase the minimum number of off-street parking
spaces required.

Setback standards. The following setback standards shall apply to all development that is
subject to compatibility standards:
a.

Small sites. On sites with 20,000 square feet of area or less that also have less than 100
feet of street frontage, structures shall be set back from the lot line of triggering property in
accordance with the following requirements:

Street
Frontage
(in feet)

Minimum Setback
(in feet)

0 to 52.50

10.0

52.51 to 54.99

10.5

55.00 to 57.50

11.0

57.51 to 59.99

11.5

60.00 to 62.50

12.0

62.51 to 64.99

12.5

65.00 to 67.50

13.0

67.51 to 69.99

13.5

70.00 to 72.50

14.0

72.51 to 74.99

14.5

75.00 to 77.50

15.0

77.51 to 79.99

15.5

80.00 to 82.50

16.0

82.51 to 84.99

16.5

85.00 to 87.50

17.0

87.51 to 89.99

17.5

90.00 to 92.50

18.0

92.51 to 94.99

18.5

95.00 to 97.50

19.0

97.51 to 99.99

19.5

b.

Large sites. On sites with more than 20,000 square feet of area or 100 feet of street
frontage or more, no structure shall be erected within 20 feet of the lot line of triggering
property.

c.

Surface-level parking and driveways. Surface-level off-street parking areas and driveways
shall not be subject to the above setback standards, however such standards shall apply to
parking structures. Surface-level parking areas shall be setback a minimum of ten feet from
the lot line of triggering property.

(4)

Building height. No structure shall exceed 35 feet in height within 50 feet of the lot line of
triggering property. Structures located over 50 feet from the lot line of triggering property may
increase height, if permitted by base district zoning regulations, at a ratio of one foot in height
for each five feet of setback. For example, a building limited to a maximum of 35 feet in height
at 50 feet from triggering property may be increased to a maximum height of 45 feet at a point
that is 100 feet from the lot line of triggering property.

(5)

Screening standards. Decorative walls, vegetative screening, fencing or earthen berms shall be
pro vided to completely screen off-street parking areas, mechanical equipment, storage areas,
and refuse collection areas from view of triggering property.

(6)

Site design standards. The following additional site design standards shall apply to
development that is subject to the compatibility standards of this section:
a.

No swimming pool, tennis court, ball field, or playground area, except those that are
accessory to a single-family dwelling unit, shall be permitted within 50 feet of the lot line of
triggering property.

b.

Dumpsters and refuse receptacles shall be located a minimum of 25 feet from the lot line of
triggering property.

c.

Exterior lighting shall be designed to minimize light spilling onto surrounding property.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.05)
Sec. 117-329. - Fences (permit required).
Except as otherwise specifically provided in other codes and regulations, the following regulations
shall apply to the construction of all fences:
(1)

(2)

Maximum height. Fences shall not exceed six feet in height, unless approved by the planning
commission.
a.

Front yards. Fences that are 50 percent open may be erected to a maximum height of four
feet in the front yard.

b.

Fencing in the I-1 and I-2 districts, areas abutting interstate highways, around tennis courts
and other recreational amenities, and on lots or tracts containing five acres or more shall
be exempt from the height limitation.

Corner visibility. Fences shall comply with the corner visibility standards of section 117-327.

(3)

Construction materials. Fences in all residential zoning districts shall be constructed so that the
horizontal and vertical support posts are inside the fence area or hidden from view of those
outside the fenced area. This requirement shall not apply to fences that abut nonresidential
zoning districts, lots abutting interstate highways, or in situations where the owner of the lot
adjacent to the fence gives written permission of a plan for placing support posts on the outside
of the fence. All exposed steel, except galvanized metal, shall have a color finish coat applied to
them and be preserved against rust and corrosion.

(4)

Design and maintenance. All fences shall be maintained in their original upright condition.
Fences designed to be painted or have other surface finishes shall be maintained in their
original condition as designed. Missing boards, pickets, or posts shall be replaced in a timely
manner with material of the same type and quality.

(5)

Prohibited.
a.

Barbed wire and electrified fences shall be prohibited on all lots of less than two acres in
area.

b.

Fencing shall be prohibited within any street right-of-way. Exact location of fencing shall be
the sole responsibility of the property owner.

c.

Fencing shall not obstruct the passage or storage of floodwater, surface runoff, or
stormwater along lot lines as regulated in section 112-129 of chapter 112, Stormwater
Management, of this Code.

(Zoning Ord., § 14.36.06; Ord. No. 09:086, 11-17-2009)
Sec. 117-330. - Sidewalks.
(a)

(b)

General requirements. The following general requirements shall apply for the construction of
sidewalks within the City of Jonesboro.
(1)

Sidewalks shall be constructed along the public street frontage, (excluding limited access
highway frontage), of all industrial, commercial, single-family and multi-family residential
developments.

(2)

Sidewalks shall be constructed on at least one side of all new public streets in residential
developments, with placement determined at the time of plan review.

(3)

Sidewalks shall be constructed whenever an existing industrial or commercial building is
renovated or expanded to increase its total building square footage by 20 percent or more in
any one expansion.

(4)

The construction of required sidewalks shall be completed before a certificate of occupancy is
issued.
a.

The owner/developer has the option to construct the sidewalks or to contribute money in
lieu of construction in approved circumstances as covered in subsection (b).

b.

The decision to construct sidewalks or pay the fee in lieu of construction shall be made
before receiving final plat approval for residential subdivisions or the issuance of the
building permit for industrial or commercial projects.

c.

This timing is done to ensure uniformity of the development and to provide a mechanism
for notification to be placed in the subdivision's bill of assurance.

d.

Depending upon the size of the project, situations could exist where a combination of
actual sidewalk construction and payment of contributions in lieu of construction occur.

(5)

All sidewalks and related improvements shall be designed and constructed in accordance with
chapter 58 of the Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

(6)

Sidewalks shall be located as shown on the street typical sections for the various roadway
classifications of the master street plan.

(7)

Sidewalks shall be constructed in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Handicapped curb ramps shall be provided whenever a sidewalk crosses a curb at crosswalks,
driveways, and street intersections.

Exceptions. If one or more of the following conditions below exist, the metropolitan area planning
commission may approve payment of the contribution in lieu of construction fee instead of installation
of a sidewalk if it is determined that installation is impractical:
(1)

Installation of the sidewalk would require the removal of a protected tree (Defined as a tree
species that is healthy and greater than 18 inches diameter at a height of 48 inches from the
ground) or other major obstruction within the right-of-way;

(2)

A storm water drainage ditch or similar public facility prevents the installation of the sidewalk,
and neither the sidewalks nor the facility can be reasonable relocated to accommodate both the
sidewalk and the facility;

(c)

(3)

The topography would require construction of a retaining wall more than three feet high to
accommodate the sidewalk; or

(4)

Other unusual circumstances make the sidewalk installation requirement unreasonable or
inappropriate.

Exemptions. The following situations would be exempt from the standards of this section and would
not require in lieu of fees to be paid or sidewalks installed:
(1)

Individual single-family and two-family lots approved prior to the date of the passage of this
section;

(2)

A multi-phased residential subdivision that is already 50 percent or more complete when the
total number of phases is considered and sidewalks were not required on the prior phases;

(3)

Properties for which public sanitary sewer system is not available and the provision of such
service is not planned within the next 12 months;

(4)

Sidewalks shall not be required on cul-de-sac or dead-end turnaround streets less than 250
feet in length.

If the owner should choose to install sidewalks in the exempted areas shown above, the design and
construction of said sidewalks and related improvements shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with chapter 58 of the Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.
(d)

Contribution in lieu of construction fee.
(1)

(e)

A contribution in lieu of construction fee shall be paid to the City of Jonesboro under the
following circumstances:
a.

The property owner of industrial or commercial projects or the residential subdivision
developer may request this option subject to approval of the metropolitan area planning
commission at the time of final plat approval for residential developments or the issuance
of the building permit for industrial and/or commercial projects under the provisions in
subsection (b) of the section.

b.

An owner/developer may appeal the metropolitan area planning commission's refusal to
grant a waiver or to approve the contribution in lieu of construction fee to the city council.

(2)

The contribution in lieu of construction fee shall be calculated as a fixed amount per linear foot.
The city council will establish the rate be resolution upon the recommendation of the city
engineer and the rate will be tied to the current weighted average to build sidewalks according
to the most current Arkansas Department of Transportation pricing list. The approved rate will
be reviewed periodically.

(3)

The fee shall be the amount of the sidewalk installation at a value determined by the design
engineer and agreed to by the city engineer or his/her designated representative.

(4)

The city shall deposit said money into an account dedicated for sidewalk construction until such
time the money is used by the city.

(5)

For single-family residential developments, the fee shall be paid in full for all platted lots with 90
days of the final plat being recorded or before the first building permit is issued. No building
permit shall be issued until the fee is paid.

(6)

Each contribution in lieu of payment collected shall be used to construct, improve, or maintain a
sidewalk or other pedestrian infrastructure improvements that furthers the intent of this section
as determined by the city engineer with the primary consideration being connectivity between
new and existing sidewalks.

Maintenance of sidewalks. The City of Jonesboro shall be responsible for the maintenance of
sidewalks and retaining walls that are constructed in the public right-of-way or in an easement that
has been dedicated and accepted by the City of Jonesboro for the purpose of a sidewalk. Sidewalks
located outside the public right-of-way or not in a dedicated easement shall be the responsibility of

the owner of said property to maintain. Repair of non-routine sidewalk damage caused by others
may be assessed to those who are responsible for such damage. Property owners are responsible
for maintenance of grass strips or landscaping on either side of the sidewalk.

(Ord. No. 17:027, § 1, 4-17-2018)
Editor's note— Ord. No. 17:027, § 1, adopted April 17, 2018, repealed the former § 117-330,
and enacted a new § 117-330 as set out herein. The former § 117-330 pertained to sidewalks
required and derived from Zoning Ord., § 14.36.07 and Ord. No. 15:061, § 1, adopted Dec. 15,
2015.
Sec. 117-331. - Sidewalk waiver process.
(a)

Upon application of the property owner, the metropolitan area planning commission shall waive the
requirement of this section to provide plans for and construct a sidewalk if the commission
determines that the sidewalk is not needed or that the impact of the proposed development does not
justify the requirement that the sidewalk be constructed or that there is a reasonable likelihood that
the sidewalk would have to be removed and reconstructed in the near future.

(b)

In determining the need for the sidewalk and whether the impact of the proposed development
justifies the requirement that the sidewalk be built, the metropolitan area planning commission shall
consider that all relevant factors have been demonstrated such as:
(1)

Pedestrian traffic generators such as parks and schools in the area;

(2)

The existence of a sidewalk network in the surrounding area;

(3)

The density of current and future development in the area;

(4)

The amount of pedestrian traffic likely to be generated by the proposed development; and

(5)

Whether the terrain is such that a sidewalk is physically feasible.

(Ord. No. 15:061, § 2, 12-15-2015)

