November 20, 2019
RE:

Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting of November 27th, 2019

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Citizen Advisory Committee is attached. The meeting will be
held at 4:00 p.m., on Wednesday, November 27th, 2019 in the Third Floor Conference Room of the Jonesboro
Municipal Center (300 S. Church Street).
The main purpose of this meeting is to review and discuss updates/next steps regarding MPO plans and projects.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Cecelie Cochran, M.P.A.
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
1

N.A.R.T.P.C. CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Jonesboro Municipal Center, 300 S. Church Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
November 27, 2019, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Citizen Advisory Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to Call the Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes from 9.25.19 Meeting
4. Staff Updates
a. MPO Newsletter (Volume II, Issue IV)
https://mailchi.mp/c6ee0a2e61f4/welcome-to-your-quarterly-edition-of-the-mpo-digital-newsletter
b. MPO Community Collaborations
 Local School EAST programs
 NEABC Live-Stream Education (Motorists & Cyclist Share the Road)
5. New Business
a. MPO 2020 Committee Meeting Calendar-DRAFT
b. Upcoming 2019 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects (ALOP)
c. STIC/STEP Study Status
d. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Status
 Community Values Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G28TWLB
6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting Minutes
Date

September 25, 2019

Location

3rd Floor Conference Room
Jonesboro Municipal Center
300 S. Church Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Rick Cheshier called the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. on
September 25, 2019 in the 3rd floor conference room of the Jonesboro Municipal Center.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Citizen Advisory Committee Members
Rick Cheshier
Frank Pulcinski
Harold Carter
Angy Abaunza
Ana Saucedo
Staff
Cecelie Cochran
Alan Pillow

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Minutes
Frank Pulcinski made the motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on July 24, 2019; Harold Carter seconded
the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Staff Updates
MPO Newsletter (Upcoming Volume II, Issue IV)
Cecelie notified the committee that Alan Pillow is currently developing the newest edition of the MPO newsletter,
and that it should be finalized by the end of November or beginning of December of 2019. She stated that members
of the committee should submit any information for potential feature in the newsletter to Alan as soon as possible. It
was recommended by members of the committee that JET route information be included in the newest issue.

2019 Annual Performance & Expenditure Report (APER)
Cecelie informed the committee that the 2019 Annual Performance & Expenditure Report has been reviewed and
approved by the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), and is now available for public access on the MPO webpage. The Annual Performance & Expenditure
Report outlines tasks accomplished by the MPO staff as well as the amount of the budget expended for the specified
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fiscal year. Cecelie informed the committee that the MPO remained under-budget in FY 2019 while maximizing
accomplishments for the year.

2019 AR Transportation Planning Conference (ATPC)


Executive Summary

Alan announced to the committee that the MPO staff recently attended the 2019 Arkansas Transportation Planning
Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas. The Arkansas Transportation Planning Conference is a biennial symposium
hosted by ARDOT for transportation employees and stakeholders. The purpose of the conference is to discuss
upcoming transportation innovation and projects throughout the region. Alan stated that an emphasis was placed on
implementing resiliency into transportation planning and the importance of collaboration with other organizations in
the planning process. He explained that new online resources were now available for anyone involved with
transportation planning. Those resources included the Local Public Agency (LPA) Manual, which was designed to
assist localities with utilizing federal aid programs, and PlanWorks, which is a web-based tool designed by FHWA
to provide “how-to” guidance for support and collaboration throughout the transportation planning process.
Additionally, Cecelie notified the committee that ARDOT is currently in the process of finalizing designs for an
electronic crash data dashboard that will be available for public review and use.

MPO 101 Presentations/Webinar Viewings
Cecelie explained that the recent push for pedestrian and cyclist facilities has prompted citizens in the area to voice
concerns and questions regarding motor vehicles safely sharing the road with bicycles. She informed the committee
that she would like to request that the Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC) host a learning workshop
regarding proper procedures and laws as it pertains to bicycle and automobile interaction. Cecelie stated that the
meeting would be most effective if it were held in the city of Jonesboro City Council chambers where the workshop
could be streamed and shared on television as well as social media platforms. The committee agreed that the
workshop was a worthwhile endeavor, and Cecelie informed them that she will be requesting permission from the
MPO Policy Committee to collaborate with NEABC regarding the project.

New Business
STIC/STEP Study Status
Cecelie informed the committee that the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) study was behind
schedule due to the time extension from ARDOT regarding issuing the Notice to Proceed for the construction of the
temporary pedestrian crossing at Johnson Avenue (Highway 91). She reminded the committee that the first public
input meeting was held on July 3, 2019, and explained that there will be another public input meeting held at a time
to later be determined by the consultants.


Temporary Pedestrian Crossing (HWY 91/State St.)

Cecelie notified the committee that the temporary pedestrian crossing at HWY 91/ E. Johnson Ave. and State Street
has been installed. However, she explained that, due to a faulty radio in one of the signals, the lights were not yet
active at the installation. Cecelie stated that the Jonesboro Engineering Department has ordered a replacement part,
and it should arrive in one week’s time. She informed the committee that the MPO will need to execute a
supplemental agreement with Garver USA (study consultants) to extend the contract at no cost due to the delay in
receiving the Notice to Proceed. The extension will cover the original scope of the agreement for the temporary
crossing to be studied for at least six months and up to one year.
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Preliminary Recommendations (HWY 141)

Cecelie displayed to the committee a map containing the preliminary recommendations for the Hwy 141/N. Church
St corridor (Allen Avenue to Alpine Street). Cecelie stated that the report for that corridor will be final once the
consultants have finalized the projected construction costs and estimated time delays associated with the
recommendations. Cecelie pointed out that the preliminary recommendations for the study corridor included (but
are not limited to): continuous ADA compliant sidewalks along the east and west side of Highway 141, installation
of a bus stop/refuge at Forrest St., increased signage and updated markings for the current crosswalk at Novak
Street, and an unsignalized crosswalk in front of the Dollar General at Alpine Street.


Next Steps

Cecelie informed the committee that she would notify them once the recommendations of the Highway 141 corridor
are final as well as the schedule for the next public input meeting once it is set.
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Status


Public Input Meetings

Cecelie reminded the committee that the MPO staff have been seeking public input from all of the localities within
the MPO jurisdiction as well as Arkansas State University. She notified the committee that she intends to contact
the local schools in order to garner input from students. Additionally, Cecelie informed those in attendance that the
Community Values Survey is still active, and she asked members to continue sharing the link with their respective
communities.


Next Steps

Cecelie notified the committee that she will be contacting ARDOT to request a list of their intended long-range
projects for the MPO region so that she can finalize development of prioritization methodology for improvement
projects that will be included in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). Cecelie explained that the MPO staff
is well ahead of schedule for the development of the MTP.
Project Updates
There were no project updates at this time.
Public Comments
Angy Abaunza informed those present that the city of Jonesboro will soon begin the outreach process for the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). She stated that the emphasis of the grant for the coming year
involves promoting economic development and neighborhood revitalization in underserved areas. Angy stated that
the grant could be a potential funding source for the STEP recommendations made for Highway 141.

Adjournment
Frank Pulcinski made the motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Ana Saucedo. The meeting adjourned at
4:56 p.m.
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