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October 18, 2018
RE:

Active Transportation Committee Meeting of October 25, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Active Transportation Committee is attached. The meeting
will be held at 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, October 25th, 2018 in the Conference Room 203 of the A-State Delta Center for
Economic Development (319 University Loop).
The main purpose of this meeting is to review/discuss the implementation status of immediate, short-term action items
outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan. As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning
process are welcome to attend this meeting.
Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
A-State Delta Center for Economic Development, 319 University Loop Jonesboro, Arkansas
October 25th, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Active Transportation Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to call Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes
4. Staff Updates
a. Active Transportation Inventory
I.
Bikeability/Walkability Checklists/Mapping project
b. Transit Development Plan
I.
Public Input Survey Results
II.
Next Steps
c. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
5. New Business
a. Land Use/Design Criteria
b. Advocacy Materials/Resolutions
I.
Policies & Enforcement
II.
Educational Opportunities
6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Active Transportation Committee (ATC) Meeting Minutes
Date

July 19, 2018

Location

Conference Room
NEA United Way
407 Union Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Chairman Bill Smith called the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) meeting to order at 4:04
p.m. on July 19, 2018 in Conference Room of the NEA United Way Building.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Active Transportation Committee Members (ATC)
Bill Smith, Chair
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC)
Robbie Johnson
NEA Baptist Charitable Foundation
Danny Kapales
Jonesboro Parks & Recreation
Michael Black
Transit Director (JET)
Beverly Parker
Walking/Cycling Advocate
Heather Bunkley-Allen
Walking/Cycling Advocate
Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Anthony Hunter

MPO Director
MPO Planner I
MPO Planning Technician (Intern)

Others
Harold Carter

Citizen of Jonesboro

Welcome and Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
Robbie Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes from the Active Transportation Committee meeting on April
5, 2018; the motion was seconded by Michael Black. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Staff Updates
Active Transportation Inventory
a.

Bikeability/Walkability Checklists

Cecelie informed the committee that the MPO is still collecting public responses to the Bikeability and Walkability
Inventory Checklists. She explained that the collection of these checklists is one of the short-term action items
outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan. She stated that, so far, the MPO has received 66 responses to
the checklists, and that the goal is to reach 100 responses by the deadline of August 31, 2018. Cecelie asked
members to continue to complete and share the checklists with their respective communities.
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Bill Smith announced to the committee that he has created and maintained a log of personal experiences of traffic
violations regarding biking and active transportation. He stated that his log includes dates/times and video of driver
harassment/assaults made towards him while cycling through the area. Erica suggested the possibility of mapping
the incident data contained in Bill’s personal log as a supplementary document to the public responses received from
the Active Inventory Checklists.
Heather Bunkley-Allen explained to the committee that, currently, all violations of existing bike laws are classified
as misdemeanor offenses, and therefore, local law enforcement is hesitant to issue tickets unless they personally
witness an infraction. Committee members expressed concern about the lack of severity regarding punishment for
bike law violations in the area as well as the lack of police training and enforcement. Erica explained that, within
the scope of the Active Transportation Committee, members have the option to draft a resolution advocating for
clear and expressed policies and educational opportunities for active transportation within the region, which could
potentially be presented to a city council member for recommendation for adoption. Beverly Parker made a motion
to draft a resolution advocating for clear policies/processes and educational opportunities regarding active
transportation for recommendation to the local municipalities in order to help improve safety within the region. The
motion was seconded by Danny Kapales and approved unanimously. Bill Smith advised that the resolution first be
brought before the MPO Technical Advisory Committee for review/recommendation to the Policy Committee.
Erica agreed, and informed members that the next MPO committee meeting will be held in September of 2018. She
stated that it will be a joint meeting of both the MPO Technical Advisory and Policy Committees, and that staff will
present the resolution to members at that time.
Old Business
Land Use/Design Criteria
Cecelie asked committee members for feedback regarding the understanding and usefulness of the ActiveTrans
Priority tool, which was presented during the previous ATC meeting. Bill Smith stated that the tool could be useful,
however, it may be slightly too advanced for the intended purpose for public use. Cecelie then presented members
to with two example land assessment checklists that could possibly serve as an alternative to the ActiveTrans
Priority tool. She explained that the Active Living checklist could be used to evaluate and prioritize the
incorporation of active infrastructure during the planning phase for any upcoming transportation projects. Erica
encouraged members to review both example checklists, and to identify which criteria of active transportation would
be most applicable to potential planners/developers within the region. The committee agreed that a one page tool
with “Yes, No, Not Applicable” options would be preferable. Erica asked members to submit their top 20 criteria to
MPO staff by August 15, 2018.
Cecelie then provided the committee with two examples of road safety audits for review. She explained that the
purpose of the road safety audit is to assess the condition and public safety risk of completed or existing
infrastructure. Erica informed members that this tool will be used to address safety deficiencies in for specific areas,
and requested that members submit their top 15 road safety criteria to MPO staff by September 1, 2018.
New Business
MPO Plan/Project Monitoring
a.

Active Transportation Plan

Cecelie notified members that the MPO is still in the process of rating existing MPO plans, particularly the Active
Transportation Plan (ATP) and the Momentum 2040: Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), which will allow for
public tracking/monitoring of staff progress with implementation. Cecelie explained that the individual objectives
for each of the assigned plan goals will be scored according to current status (not started, in process or completed),
and that the combined scores of all objectives will then be tallied together under their assigned goal in order to
produce an overall rating for each particular goal. Cecelie further stated that checkmarks will be displayed by
specified projects and/or action items identified for the Active Transportation Plan in order to indicate completion
status. Cecelie stated that the final ratings will be posted on the MPO website to help citizens monitor the status of
the plans.
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STIC/STEP Innovation Study
a.

Temporary Crossing Demonstration

Cecelie reminded the committee that the MPO and Metroplan (Little Rock) were awarded funding last year to
spearhead implementation of the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) innovation at previously selected
locations in Jonesboro (N. Church St. and Johnson Ave.) and Central Arkansas. Cecelie announced that the
agreement for the STEP study was signed by the city of Jonesboro and ArDOT, and that the MPO did request, and
was approved for, a temporary demonstration of a temporary pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Johnson
Avenue and State Street. Cecelie explained that this temporary crossing will be active for one year, and that the
public response to the installation, both pedestrians and motorists, will be monitored throughout that time. She
stated that, if successful, the study could provide the necessary support for more permanent installations of
pedestrian crossing throughout the region.
b.

Safety Campaign

In light of the upcoming STEP demonstration, Cecelie presented the committee with a draft proposal for a
promotional campaign, and asked members for their feedback regarding preferred titles, themes and slogans. She
emphasized the importance of an effective promotional campaign to help boost public awareness and education
regarding the temporary installation and pedestrian safety. The committee agreed that that the MPO should follow
up with Bill Smith regarding assistance from various community groups in the promotion and solicitation of the
campaign (i.e. Arkansas State University, local cycling/running groups, marketing material etc.).
Transit Development Plan
a.

Public Input (Survey)

Cecelie informed the committee that the MPO and JET have partnered together with Alliance Transportation Group
to conduct a Transit Development Study of the region. She notified members that the purpose of the study is to
produce a ten-year forecast of transit needs and development for the area as well as potential recommendations for
future expansion to the neighboring jurisdictions. Cecelie informed the committee that Alliance Transportation
Group is in the process of collecting public input from local citizens regarding existing transit services and needs.
Cecelie provided the committee with copies of the JET Transit Survey, and explained that the purpose of the survey
is to help assess citizens’ current travel modes/behavior and identify recommendations for possible improvement to
JET services based on public feedback regarding areas of appeal. Cecelie stated that the deadline for the survey
collection is August 16, 2018, and that paper copies of the surveys as well as the promotional postcards containing
the survey links are currently being placed at various public organizations and buildings throughout the region.
Cecelie asked that members complete and share the JET Transit Survey with their respective communities.
Project Updates
There were no further project updates at this time.
Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.
Adjournment
Heather Bunkley-Allen made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Danny Kapales. The
meeting adjourned at 5:09 p.m.

