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July 12, 2018
RE:

Transportation Policy Committee Meeting of July 19th, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming N.A.R.T.P.C. Transportation Policy Committee meeting is attached. The meeting will be
held at 10:00 a.m., on Thursday, July 19th, 2018 in the 1St Floor Conference Room of the Municipal Center located at
300 S. Church Street in Jonesboro, Arkansas.
The main purpose of this meeting is to review and recommend the 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Amendment for adoption.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA

2

N.A.R.T.P.C. TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Municipal Center, 300 S. Church Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
July 19th, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Policy Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify themselves and
state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need
auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the
meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

Chair of the Transportation Policy Committee to Call the Meeting to Order
Introductions
Approval of Minutes of May 15th, 2018
Staff Updates
a. Transit Development Study
 Public Engagement (Surveys & Presentation)
b. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
 Request for Temporary Demonstration (Johnson Avenue)
 Promotion/Education
c. Active Transportation Plan
 Bikeability/Walkability Inventory Checklists
 Potential Land Use Criteria
d. Performance Measures (Transit Asset Management Resolution)
e. June Planning Course sponsored by APAC/NARTPC
f. Copier Bills/Contract
Old Business
a. Committee Membership (Technical Advisory)
New Business
a. Financial Update
b. MPO Continuity Plan
c. MPO Plan & Website Updates
 Community Profiles
 Plan Monitoring
 Performance Measures Fact Sheets
d. 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Amendment
 Action Required; Adoption
e. 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
 Updated Project List
 Public Comments/Forums
 Action Required; Adoption
f. Title II Plan
g. 2018 Annual Performance & Expenditure Report
Project Updates
Public Comments
Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us the addresses of those you
would like to be on the MPO mailing list.
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) Meeting Minutes
Date

May 15, 2018

Location

Bono Community Center
241 E. College Street
Bono, AR 72416

Time

10:00 a.m.

Opening

Chairman, John Street, called the Transportation Policy Committee meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.
on May 15, 2018, at Bono Community Center. A quorum was present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Policy Committee Members
John Street, Chair
Dan Shaw, Vice Chair
Kenneth Jones
Harold Perrin
Ed Hill
Judy Casteel
Ann Williams
Emmily Tiampati (proxy for Paul Simms)
Brad Smithee

City of Jonesboro, Council Member
Mayor, City of Bono
Mayor, City of Brookland
Mayor, City of Jonesboro
Judge, Craighead County
JET CAB Representative
City of Jonesboro, Council Member
ARDOT MPO Coordinator
ARDOT District 10 Engineer

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran

MPO Director
MPO Planner

Others
Harold Carter
Keith Inman
Mark Nichols

City of Jonesboro, Resident
Jonesboro Sun
City of Jonesboro, Engineering Department

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
The joint minutes from the meeting of April 17, 2018 were reviewed by the members. Mayor Jones made the
motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion was seconded by Mayor Shaw. The minutes were approved
unanimously.
Staff Updates
A. Transit Development Study
Erica informed the committee that she has received confirmation from JET and Alliance Transportation
Group that the contract for the Transit Development Study has been signed, and that a Notice to Proceed
will likely be issued in the coming days. Erica stated that she hopes that Alliance Transportation Group
will maintain in contact with the MPO during the course of the study development regarding potential ideas
and strategies for future transit expansion to the local jurisdictions included in the MPO area. She notified
members that the current deadline for completion of the study is December 2018, however, it may have to
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be extended to February 2019 due to the delay in the original start date of the study. She said that she
would provide members with a progress update regarding the study in the coming months.
B. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
Erica reminded members that STEP (Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian) is one of several
innovations presented though the State Transportation Innovation Council (STIC), which oversees the
implementation of safety innovations approved by the FHWA. She stated that the MPO is still working
with Metroplan and ArDOT to spearhead implementation of the STEP in previously selected locations
within Northeast (Johnson Avenue & Church Street) and Central (Cantrell Road) Arkansas. Erica informed
the committee that, even though the proposed agreement for the STEP Study was delayed due to language
conflicts, the MPO is in the process of developing a specialized request regarding the STEP Study for
Johnson Avenue. She explained that the MPO would like to pilot a temporary demonstration of a median
refuge island at the corridor of Johnson Avenue and State Street based on findings from the previous study
of the area conducted by Lose & Associates, Inc. Erica clarified that purpose of the temporary
demonstration would be to gage citizens’ use of the temporary crossing in order to determine whether or
not the location warrants a permanent HAWK (Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon) signal. She pointed out that this
particular corridor on Johnson Avenue is a major connector to Arkansas State University and Downtown
Jonesboro, and as a result, experiences a higher volume of pedestrian traffic. Erica presented example
photos of various STEP countermeasures that have been applied to the neighboring locations (Memphis &
Nashville, TN) she visited during the FHWA sponsored STEP tour, which took place May 8-9, 2018. She
stated that the duration period for the temporary installation for Johnson Avenue & State Street would be 812 months, and that the request will be submitted to ArDOT & FHWA once the language issue with the
original STEP agreement has been resolved. Erica notified members that the original STEP agreement will
again go before Jonesboro City Council for approval at tonight’s scheduled meeting. Erica also provided
the committee with a draft copy of the temporary installation request for Johnson Avenue, and asked
members to submit any questions and/or feedback to MPO staff on or before May 18, 2018. She clarified
that a final copy of the formal request for the temporary installation will be emailed to members for review,
and that, if it is denied, the MPO will consider alternative options for application of the STEP funding to
Johnson Avenue. Erica said that she would provide members with an update regarding approval of the
formal request at the next meeting scheduled in July 2018. Mark Nichols expressed concern regarding the
safety of utilizing yellow lighting signals for the temporary installation, and suggested the use of red lights
to help ensure compliance. Ann Williams inquired about driver education concerning the application of a
temporary median refuge island. Erica responded by stating that a mass promotional campaign will likely
be necessary in order to foster citizen awareness and support. Brad Smithee added that although ArDOT
typically does not endorse the use of unbarred, midblock pedestrian crossings due to significant safety
risks, he thinks this demonstration is necessary to show if a permanent signal is warranted, and is interested
to see how the public will respond to the use of the temporary installation. Additionally, Erica informed
members that ArDOT will be hosting a workshop regarding statewide pedestrian safety efforts on May 24,
2018 in Little Rock from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and urged members to attend.
C. Upcoming Training Opportunities (2018 Planning Commission)
Erica provided the committee with copies of the flyer for the upcoming 2018 Planning Commission
Training, which will take place on June 27, 2018 at the Delta Economic Development Center at Arkansas
State University. She encouraged members to invite all municipal planning commissioners to attend for
certification.
Erica encouraged interested committee members to join the MPO in viewing a HAWK signal webinar
sponsored by People For Bikes, which will take place on May 29, 2018 from 12:30 p.m. until 1:30 p.m.
She stated that the MPO will have a conference room reserved for the webinar viewing.

Old Business
A. Signatures for MPO Memorandum of Agreement
Erica reminded members that the MPO Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which was previously
updated to reflect new branding changes for ArDOT & the MPO, was adopted by the committee at the last
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joint committee meeting held April 17, 2018. She asked present members to endorse the signature page for
the document, and stated that she would get the required signatures from Mayor Darrell Kirby (city of Bay)
and Michael Black (JET Director) at a later date.
B. MPO 3-C Agreement
Erica presented the committee with proposed copies of a 3-C Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
developed by ArDOT, which outlines the minimum requirements for cooperation between the MPO, JET
and ArDOT in the transportation planning process. Erica explained that ArDOT previously requested to be
removed from the current description of the transportation planning process provided in the MPO MOU in
light of the development of this document. Emmily Tiampati clarified that a formal MOA is a federal
requirement for all MPOs and participating public transit agencies. She informed the committee that there
is no deadline for adoption of the MOA, and that the MOA can be updated to reflect more detailed
information regarding agency responsibilities at the discretion of the individual MPOs along with approval
from ArDOT. Mayor Perrin made the motion for the MPO to follow up with ArDOT to update the
proposed 3-C MOA to include more detail/clarification regarding the roles and requirements of the MPO,
ArDOT and JET in the transportation planning process; the motion was seconded by Ann Williams. The
motion was approved unanimously. Erica stated that she would follow up with ArDOT regarding the
requested changes to the document, and provide members with an update at the next scheduled meeting in
July 2018.
New Business
A. Committee Membership (Technical Advisory)
Erica announced to the committee that she has contacted Brian Beavers of Focus, Inc. and Ken Wixson
regarding their potential interest in serving on the MPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). She stated
that she has not yet received a response from either candidate, and that she would provide members with an
update regarding TAC membership in July 2018. Erica said that, if membership is accepted, Ken Wixson
would replace Rick Rorex, who represented the city of Jonesboro, and Brian Beavers would replace Jeff
Mansker, who represented ADA. Mayor Perrin suggested that the MPO contact current members of the
2018 Class of Leadership Jonesboro for potential interest in TAC membership.
B. 2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
Erica informed committee members that the MPO did not receive any public comments regarding the 2019
UPWP during the public comment period, which extended from April 23, 2018 until May 7, 2018. She
stated that the TAC did recommend that the 2019 UPWP be adopted by the committee pending no
significant public comments at their meeting held May 1, 2018. She reminded members that the presented
budget in the 2019 UPWP will need to be updated through the formal amendment process once final costs
for the MPO website and Active Transportation Inventory have been determined. Mayor Perrin made the
motion to adopt the 2019 UPWP; the motion was seconded by Ann Williams. The motion was approved
unanimously.
C. Performance Measures (Transit Asset Management Resolution)
Erica announced that she recently received notification from Paul Simms at ArDOT that the deadline for
the proposed resolution for the Transit Asset Management (TAM) targets/plan has been delayed until
October 1, 2018. She explained that JET, who is responsible for establishing the TAM plan/performance
targets for the region on or before the October deadline, will receive a template from ArDOT in June 2018
to aid in the TAM development. Erica stated that once the TAM plan has been finalized, the MPO will
need to adopt a formal resolution in support of the targets set by JET.
D. 2019-2022 STIP/TIP
I.

MTP Changes
Erica informed members that MPO staff will need to amend the long-term 2040 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP) to reflect the project/funding changes for the upcoming 2019-2022
STIP/TIP. She stated that the MPO will need to conduct a public meeting regarding proposed
amendments to the MTP, and that the plan must be made available for public comment for a
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period of 30 days prior to adoption. Emmily Tiampati added that both the MTP and the upcoming
2019-2022 TIP are required to outline the federal performance measures, and document how the
MPO plans to achieve the established performance targets through the local transportation
planning process.
II.

STIP Project List
Erica presented the committee with copies of the proposed list of local transportation improvement
projects for the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP provided by ArDOT along with a spreadsheet outlining
updates/changes to the original description, funding amount/category and/or let date for those
projects. She clarified that updates/changes to the presented projects are showcased in red. Erica
notified members that the majority of the projects currently presented in the local project list are
projects that have been carried over from the previous 2016-2020 STIP/TIP, and that the proposed
list of statewide transportation projects for the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP is still in development. She
stated that, so far, the only new project included in the proposed project list for the MPO area is
the potential construction of roundabout at the corridor of Highways 158 & 163. Brad Smithee
added that this project was identified, along with two other locations within the state of Arkansas,
for construction of a roundabout due to safety concerns derived from the number of traffic
accidents that have occurred in that area as a result of high speed. Erica asked members to review
both project lists, and stated that she will follow up with ArDOT regarding confirmation of the
presented updates/changes prior to finalization. Mayor Perrin stated that, since several projects are
already going out for bid this year, the MPO may need to follow with ArDOT & the city of
Jonesboro regarding the inclusion of these projects in the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP. Erica agreed, and
said that she will be emailing members all documents and updates regarding proposed projects for
the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP, and urged members to be diligent in responding and/or submitting
feedback to the MPO regarding the lists. She stated that the next committee meeting is scheduled
in July 2018, and at that time, the MPO will need to be prepared to adopt the 2019-2022 TIP.

E. Safety Analysis Report
Cecelie provided the committee with copies of a preliminary Safety Analysis Report of the region for
review. She reminded the committee that the MPO signed a resolution to support the 2018 Safety
Performance Targets set by ArDOT to reduce the number of all fatal and serious injury crashes throughout
the state. Cecelie stated that the given report was produced at the request of the TAC as a precursor to the
development of a Safety Action Plan, which will help identify/document local efforts to support the safety
targets set by ArDOT. Cecelie explained that the report provides details of overall findings for fatal/serious
injury and bicycle/pedestrian crashes within the MPO area, particularly for Craighead County, based on
existing 2012-2016 crash data. She informed members that the 2012-2016 crash data used for the report
was provided to the MPO by ArDOT, and ultimately compared with the available data from the Arkansas
State Police (ASP) Traffic Crash Statistics and the NHTSA Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS) to
help ensure accuracy. Cecelie pointed out that, according to ArDOT, a portion of the significant increase in
the number of vehicle crashes for the state of Arkansas reflected in the report can be attributed to a surge in
agency crash reporting due to the implementation in the new statewide eCrash system. Cecelie stated that
the eCrash database is said to be more accurate since it provides law enforcement agencies throughout the
state with a more unified and detailed reporting system. Cecelie also pointed out that the report identifies
critical crash corridor locations within the region that present a significant safety concern, especially for
pedestrians and pedalcyclists. Mayor Perrin emphasized the need for safety improvement in the region, and
asked Mark Nichols to follow up with the crash locations identified in the report concerning pedestrians
and pedalcyclists within the city of Jonesboro to help determine appropriate measures of improvement for
those areas. Mayor Perrin inquired if the pedestrian crash data for Jonesboro was obtained from the Crime
Analysis Unit of the Jonesboro Police Department. Cecelie responded by stating that MPO staff did
request bicycle/pedestrian crash information from both Katie Haydar (Jonesboro Crime Analysis Unit) and
Jeff Presley (E-911), but was unable to secure the data in time for comparison. Erica added that she was
informed that although the bicycle/crash data is compiled in the E-911 system, the data has not yet been
aggregated to allow for annual reporting purposes. Mark Nichols stated that, currently, traffic accidents
have to be researched individually in the system, and that no annual spreadsheet containing traffic accidents
and supporting details has been compiled from the system at this time. Mayor Perrin stated that he would

7

follow up with Katie Haydar and Jeff Presley regarding the reporting capabilities of the E-911 crash report
software.
Project Updates
Mayor Perrin announced that the ASP Foundation has begun construction of a training track in the city of Camp
Robinson, and that it will be used to conduct free police and fire simulation training for all city law enforcement
agencies throughout Arkansas. He stated that he will be asking the Arkansas Municipal League of Jonesboro to
make a funding donation towards the development of the track. Mayor Perrin also reminded members that this is
the last year for TAP funding, and that state aid funding is consistently being lowered. He stated that this will affect
the ability of the local jurisdictions to provide the funding match for upcoming projects, and that the city of
Jonesboro is be actively researching other available alternative funding opportunities. Brad Smithee encouraged
members to share their opinions regarding current statewide funding and transportation needs with the state and
federal legislature.
Judge Hill informed the committee that they are finalizing signage placement for the Bono Bridge, and that it should
be available for public use within the next week.
Mayor Shaw announced that the city of Bono has completed the bid process for College Street, and that the lowest
proposal was $391,000.
Public Comments
Erica announced that Emmily Tiampati has accepted the role of MPO Director in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and that
her last day with ArDOT is May 29, 2018.
Adjournment
Mayor Perrin made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Judge Hill. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:59 a.m.

