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July 12, 2018
RE:

Active Transportation Committee Meeting of July 19, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Active Transportation Committee is attached. The meeting
will be held at 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, July 19th, 2018 in the Conference Room of the NEA United Way Building (407
Union Street).
The main purpose of this meeting is to review/discuss the implementation status of immediate, short-term action items
outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan. As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning
process are welcome to attend this meeting.
Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
NEA United Way, 407 Union Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
July 19th, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Active Transportation Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to call Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes
4. Staff Updates
a. Active Transportation Inventory
I.
Bikeability/Walkability Checklists
5. Old Business
a. Land Use/Design Criteria
6. New Business
a. MPO Plan/Project Monitoring
I.
Active Transportation Plan
b. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
I.
Temporary Crossing Demonstration
II.
Safety Campaign
c. Transit Development Plan
I.
Public Input (Survey)
7. Project Updates
8. Public Comments
9. Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Active Transportation Committee (ATC) Meeting Minutes
Date

April 5, 2018

Location

Conference Room 203
Delta Center for Economic Development
319 University Loop
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Chairman Bill Smith called the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) meeting to order at 4:02
p.m. on April 5, 2018 in Conference Room 203 of the Delta Center for Economic Development.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Active Transportation Committee Members (ATC)
Bill Smith, Chair
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC)
Tyler Brown
University of Arkansas Extension Office
Robbie Johnson
NEA Baptist Charitable Foundation
Lindsey Wingo
Downtown Jonesboro Association
Danny Kapales
Jonesboro Parks & Recreation
Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Anthony Hunter

MPO Director
MPO Planner I
MPO Planning Technician (Intern)

Others
Harold Carter
Dewaine Beisner
Kenneth Monroe
Pam Alexander
Cathe Carnes

Citizen of Jonesboro
Citizen of Jonesboro
Kimley-Horn
Harness Point Community Solutions
Women Can Ride

Welcome and Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
*Walkability and Bikeability Inventory Training Session*
Prior to the start of the ATC meeting, Erica facilitated a training session for community group leaders regarding the
purpose and distribution of the Walkability /Bikeability Inventory Checklists. Erica provided attendants with
digitized copies of both checklists along with a FAQ (frequently asked questions) sheet for reference. She explained
that the checklists were originally developed by the Pedestrian & Bicycle Information Center in conjunction with the
US Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and have been
digitized by MPO staff via Survey Monkey to allow for electronic collection/analysis. Erica emphasized the need to
gather specific location data regarding the current condition and experience of existing infrastructure within the
region. She stated that students in the EAST program of Jonesboro Public Schools will utilize the location data to
map the reported locations using Geospatial Information System (GIS) software. Erica explained that individuals
can complete more than one checklist for different locations throughout the region as long as they are providing
specific location details in their evaluations. Erica informed attendants that the MPO will be collecting the
checklists until August 31, 2018. She added that MPO staff will email attendants the electronic links to the
Bikeability and Walkability Checklists, which can shared with any interested community members.
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Approval of Minutes
Robbie Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes from the Active Transportation Committee meeting on
January 18, 2018; the motion was seconded by Tyler Brown. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Staff Updates
STIC/STEP Innovation Study
Erica reminded committee members that the MPO is still working in collaboration with the Arkansas Department of
Transportation (ArDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and Metroplan in Little Rock to conduct a
study for the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) innovation at previously selected locations (Johnson
Avenue and Church Street in Jonesboro and Cantrell Road in Little Rock). She informed members that the MPO is
preparing to submit a formal request to the FHWA for a specialized study project for Johnson Avenue (Jonesboro)
which may or may not be accepted. Erica clarified that federal funding for the STEP study at the previously selected
locations have already been approved. The formal request would only stipulate what type of study will be conducted
on Johnson Aveune.
Old Business
Food Access
Erica provided members with copies of a map outlining locations of JET transit routes within low income areas that
have identified food shortages. She explained that the purpose of the map is to highlight those vulnerable areas
within the community that face health disparities due to lack of access/connectivity to fresh and healthy food. Erica
encouraged members to share/discuss the health impacts of this map with any interested parties.
New Business
Active Transportation Inventory
I.

Bikeability/Walkability Checklists

Erica reiterated several points from the Walkability/Bikeability Inventory Checklist training session. She again
emphasized the need for specific location data regarding any/all problems encountered during participants’
evaluation of a particular area within the region. Erica reminded members that the MPO will be collecting responses
through August 31, 2018.
a.

East Program

Erica reminded members that students from the EAST Program at Jonesboro Public Schools will be
mapping location data obtained from the Walkability/Bikeability Checklists using Geospatial Information
System (GIS) software. She stated that she hopes to have at least 50 responses by the end of April 2018 for
students to begin mapping. Erica stated this information will be used in correlation with bicycle/pedestrian
data previously obtained by the MPO from Strava Metro to help encourage the installation and
improvement of active infrastructure within identified areas.
b.

Student Involvement

Erica asked the committee for feedback regarding potential participation of students from Arkansas State
University (A-State) in the completion of the Bikeability/Walkability Checklists, particularly international
students. Bill Smith stated his support for the idea due to the fact that many international students live in
the immediate communities surrounding the university, and as a result, routinely engage in active
transportation throughout the area. He stated that he would make contact with International Student
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Services at A-State, and have them follow up with the MPO regarding potential participation with this
effort.
c.

LimeBike Data

Erica inquired if ride location data was available through LimeBike. Bill Smith responded by stating that
he has emailed the LimeBike representative for A-State with the request, and that he will notify MPO staff
when he receives a response. Bill Smith clarified that data from previous routes may not be available, but
that some current/future data may be accessible since LimeBike has updated their data collection method
for the Spring and/or Summer of 2018.

II. Advertisements & Promotion
Erica announced that the MPO has launched several social media campaigns, such as “Transportation Trivia” and
“Active Wednesday”, to increase its online public engagement with the community. She stated that the campaigns
have been a success so far. She encouraged committee members to submit to MPO staff
suggestions/recommendations for any upcoming active transportation related events/activities within the region that
could be publicized by the MPO via social media. Several committee members recommended that the MPO connect
with the City of Jonesboro’s social media page in order to reach a broader audience.

Land Use/Design Criteria
Erica informed the committee that the MPO is in the process of researching/developing land use and design criteria
as a potential tool that can be used by cities for the identification and prioritization of improvement projects within
the region. She informed members that the MPO should have a draft compiled for review at the next ATC meeting,
which is scheduled for July 19, 2018.
Erica provided members with electronic links to the ActiveTrans Priority Tool webinar, and asked members to
review its contents and utilization. She explained that the tool was available on the Pedestrian and Bicycle
Information Center webpage (http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/index.cfm), and is used to incorporate and prioritize
design standards for identified transportation projects on existing roadways. Erica requested that members be
prepared to provide feedback regarding potential use of the ActiveTrans Priority Tool for the MPO area at the next
ATC meeting.
Greenway Programming
Erica asked committee members for feedback regarding potential suggestions to encourage more public use/activity
of the existing Jonesboro Greenway. She displayed the Lafitte Greenway in New Orleans as an example, and also
asked members’ opinion regarding potential methods that could help improve the public perception of the Turtle
Creek Greenway so that more users will be attracted to the area. Committee members agreed that it may be
beneficial to recruit active community organizations/clubs/groups to utilize the space for their hosted
events/activities to help attract public participation and awareness. Robbie Johnson added that the space would be
more user friendly if it was better connected to the surrounding areas of the city.
Project Updates
Lindsey Wingo informed the committee that the Downtown Jonesboro Association has designated Union Street as a
host location for LimeBikes. She explained that details regarding LimeBike shipment and availability will be
provided at a later date.
Public Comments
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Bill Smith expressed concern over the lack of enforcement of traffic laws within the region, particularly related to
bicycle/pedestrian incidents. Cathe Carnes agreed by stating that there needs to be more accountability for violators.
Erica informed members that the enforcement of traffic laws is ultimately the responsibility of the local
jurisdictions.
Adjournment
Danny Kapales made a motion to adjourn the ATC meeting. The meeting adjourned at 5:11 p.m.

