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July 3, 2018
RE:

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting of July 10th, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming N.A.R.T.P.C. Technical Advisory Committee meeting is attached. The meeting will be held
at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, July 10th, 2018 in the First Floor Conference Room of the Jonesboro Municipal Center
located at 300 S. Church Street in Jonesboro.
The main purpose of this meeting is to review and recommend the 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Amendment for adoption.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Jonesboro Municipal Center, 300 S. Church Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
July 10, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Technical Advisory Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee to Call the Meeting to Order
Introductions
Approval of TAC Minutes of May 1st, 2018
Staff Updates
a. Transit Development Study
 Upcoming Public Engagement
b. Website changes-Data, Performance Measures, Plan Progress
 FY2019 UPWP; Title II
c. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
 Agreement Status
 Request for Temporary Demonstration (Johnson Avenue)
 Promotion/Education
d. Active Transportation Plan
 Bikeability/Walkability Checklists
5. New Business
a. Committee Membership-Brian Beavers
b. 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Amendment
 Action Required; Recommendation for Adoption
c. 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
 Action Required; Recommendation for Adoption (pending comments)
 Public Forums

d. MPO 3-C agreement
 Action Required; Comments and Recommendation for Adoption
e. Transit Asset Management Resolution
 Action Required; Recommendation for Adoption
f. 2018 Annual Performance & Expenditure Report (APER)
6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us the addresses of
those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting Minutes
Date

May 1, 2018

Location

Suite A Conference Room
Craighead County Extension Office
611 E. Washington Ave
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

10:00 a.m.

Opening

Bill Hall, Chair, called the Technical Committee meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. on May 1, 2018 in
the Suite A conference room of the Craighead County Extension Office. A quorum of the
Technical Advisory Committee was present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members
William (Bill) Hall, Chair
Craig Light
Alan Walter
Bill Smith
Duane Harvey
George Jackson
Derrel Smith
Emmily Tiampati
Michael Black
John Broadway
Valera McDaniel
Rick Rorex

Arkansas State University
City of Jonesboro, Engineering Director
ARDOT District 10
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition
City of Brookland
Jonesboro Regional Airport
City of Jonesboro, Planning Director
ARDOT MPO Coordinator
JET Transit Director
Craighead County
FHWA Transportation Planner
City of Jonesboro

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Saad Sohail
Anthony Hunter

MPO Director
MPO Planner I
MPO Intern
MPO Intern

Others
Mark Nichols
Harold Carter
Mike Foster
Pamela Alexander
Lindsey Wingo

City of Jonesboro, Engineering Department
City of Jonesboro Resident
Pickering Firm
Harnesspoint Community Solutions
Downtown Jonesboro Association

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the previous Joint Committee meeting from April 17, 2018 were reviewed by the members. Bill
Smith made the motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The minutes
were approved unanimously.
Staff Updates
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Transit Development Study
Erica informed members that the Jonesboro City Council has approved the contract for the Transit Development
Study. Michael Black stated that once the contract has been signed, a Notice to Proceed will be issued to Alliance
Transportation Group to begin work on the study. Erica said that she would provide members with progress updates
regarding the study as needed.
Erica notified members that the agreement for the STEP study still has not been approved due to the language issue
in the proposed document between the city of Jonesboro and ArDOT. She stated that the issue is related to current
language reflected in the draft agreement regarding the indemnification clause. Erica informed the committee that
she has a meeting later today with Mayor Harold Perrin and Carol Duncan (Jonesboro City Attorney) regarding the
matter, and hopes that the issue can be resolved soon. Erica pointed out that the STEP study would provide a great
safety benefit to the citizens of Jonesboro at the previously selected locations (Johnson Avenue and N. Church St. in
Jonesboro), particularly along Johnson Avenue. She stated that she will email members an update regarding the
status of the STEP agreement in the coming weeks. Erica also added that FHWA will be sponsoring a STEP tour
for her, representatives from ArDOT and other members of the State Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) to
visit neighboring cities and view/learn about temporary installations of the various STEP countermeasures in
selected areas. Bill Smith inquired about the outcome if the language issue for the STEP agreement is not resolved
between the city of Jonesboro and ArDOT. Erica responded by stating that if the language issue is not resolved
between the parties, there is a possibility that the entire amount of the previously awarded funding for the STEP
study ($100,000) will be designated to Metroplan for their study of Cantrell Road (Central Arkansas) instead of
being split with the MPO. She explained that if the agreement for the study is approved, the MPO would be
responsible for covering the cost of the local match for the study and not the city of Jonesboro. She stated that
further delays in the agreement approval process significantly impacts the expected timeframe for the temporary
installation/completion of the STEP countermeasure/study for the area.
Erica advised the committee that there are no current updates regarding the status of proposed statewide projects for
the FY2019-2022 STIP/TIP. She informed members that since the TIP must be adopted by July 31, 2018, the MPO
may have to call an emergency joint meeting with the Policy Committee to approve proposed statewide projects for
the plan. Erica stated that she will provide committee members with an update via email in the coming weeks.

New Business
2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
Erica provided members with copies of the draft 2019 UPWP. She notified the committee that the public comment
period for the plan ends May 7, 2018, and that, so far, no comments have been received regarding the plan. Duane
Harvey made the motion to recommend that the 2019 UPWP be adopted by the Policy Committee pending no
significant public comments; the motion was seconded by George Jackson. The motion was approved unanimously.

Performance Measures (Transit Asset Management)
Erica provided committee members with draft copies of a TAM resolution along with a fact sheet containing the
final rules for the TAM performance goal/measures. She explained that the TAM resolution outlines MPO support
of the upcoming local TAM plan to be developed by JET. Erica informed members that it is the responsibility of the
local transit agency (JET) to establish the TAM plan/performance targets for the region, which is due October 1,
2018. She clarified that the presented draft resolution is a modification of the previous 2017 MPO TAM resolution,
which was updated as a result of the new ruling that JET can no be included in the statewide TAM plan. She added
that, since the MPO does not receive 5307 state transit funding, the MPO can only document its support of the local
TAM plan/targets established by JET. Emmily Tiampati stated that ArDOT will be providing JET with a template
for the development of the TAM plan for the region. Craig Light made the motion to recommend that the MPO
Policy Committee adopt the draft TAM resolution; the motion was seconded by Rick Rorex. The motion was
approved unanimously.
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Safety Action Plan
Erica provided the committee with copies of a preliminary Safety Analysis Report of the region to review. She
explained that the report details overall findings for fatal/serious injury and bicycle/pedestrian crashes within the
MPO area, particularly Craighead County, using existing 2012-2016 crash data. The report also identifies critical
crash corridor locations within the region that present a significant safety concern. Erica pointed out that the 20122016 crash data reflected in the given report was derived from the NHTSA Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
and Arkansas State Police Traffic Crash Statistics, and may not reflect all crash information for the local
jurisdictions. Erica reminded members that the Safety Analysis Report was prepared as a precursor to the
development of a Safety Action Plan at the request of the committee in order to help identify/document local efforts
to support the 2018 Safety Performance Targets set by ArDOT. Bill Hall inquired about the cause of the increase in
the number of total crashes that have occurred in Craighead County, and requested information concerning changes
in the traffic counts along major roadways within the region. Emmily Tiampati explained that some of the crash
increase can be attributed to a growth in agency reporting in accordance with the new statewide eCrash reporting
system. Erica stated that the process for analyzing/interpreting the crash data is time consuming, and that the MPO
is still in the process of aggregating local crash data according to crash manner, crash type and crash severity. Bill
Smith inquired if a police report from the crash scene was necessary in order for crashes involving cyclists to be
included in the national crash statistics. Erica and Mark Nichols confirmed the inquiry by stating that officers at the
scene of any crash have the opportunity to document critical crash details such as crash proximity, severity and
manner/type, which is ultimately submitted to the State Police (and , in the case of fatalities, to the national FARS
database) for mapping/tracking purposes. Erica advised that unreported crashes would not be captured in the local
data, and therefore, are excluded from FARS. Mark Nichols and Cecelie agreed by stating that it is important for
citizens to be encouraged to report all manner of crashes at/near the scene of the accident so that officers have the
opportunity to collect the most accurate information in regards to location/proximity and crash type. Erica stated
that MPO will continue to update the Safety Analysis Report to include traffic count information for major roadways
within the region. She said that the MPO will also research details regarding the process for the reporting/collection
of local crash data for the FARS database.
Public Updates
Erica asked for clarification regarding the scope/status of upcoming improvement projects for the widening of
Harrisburg Road and the extension of Commerce Drive. Mark Nichols stated that city of Jonesboro has proposed to
extend the widening of Harrisburg Road to five lanes from Parker Road to Lakewood Drive, and then transition to
three lanes until just north of the Firestation. He stated that the Harrisburg Road project is still in design phase, and
is not scheduled to begin until near the end of 2019. Mark Nichols added that there have been no updates to the
previously presented design on the Commerce Drive extension project. Erica stated that she has been receiving
inquiries regarding clarification on the details for both projects, which she has directed to the city of Jonesboro
Engineering Department.
Bill Hall announced that the multiuse trail at Arkansas State University campus is about 90% complete, and that
they are currently working on installing the trail bridge. Erica inquired about the status of the Turtle Creek Bridge.
Craig Light responded by stating that box culverts for the bridge have been ordered, and are scheduled to be
delivered around June 15, 2018. He clarified that the city of Jonesboro has received the Notice to Proceed from
ArDOT, and that they are trying to determine whether the trail development for the bridge will be placed for bid.
Mark Nichols notified members that the city of Jonesboro Engineering Department has completed right turn lanes at
intersections between Stallings Ln. and Red Wolf Blvd. and Nettleton Ave. and Red Wolf Blvd to help alleviate
traffic congestion in those areas. He announced that city of Jonesboro Engineering Department will be installing
right turn lanes at Windover Rd. and Harrisburg Rd. (westbound), and is currently in the process of relocating
utilities in that area.

Public Comments
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John Broadway stated that he has witnessed heavy bicycle activity along Harrisburg Rd and County Roads 118 and
349. He stated that he expects that the new Bono bridge (near the railroad tracks) will attract more cyclists to that
area once it is complete.
Adjournment
Rick Rorex made the motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The meeting was
adjourned at 10:45 am.

