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May 8, 2018
RE:

Transportation Policy Committee Meeting of May 15th, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming N.A.R.T.P.C. Transportation Policy Committee meeting is attached. The meeting will be
held at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, May 15th, 2018 at Bono Community Center located at 241 E. College Street in Bono,
Arkansas.
The main purpose of this meeting is to adopt the 2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and review the updated
project list for the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA

2

N.A.R.T.P.C. TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Bono Community Center, 241 E. College Street, Bono, Arkansas
May 15th, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Policy Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify themselves and
state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Chair of the Transportation Policy Committee to Call the Meeting to Order
Introductions
Approval of Joint Minutes of April 17th, 2018
Staff Updates
a. Transit Development Study
b. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
c. Upcoming Training Opportunities (2018 Planning Commission)

5. Old Business
a. Signatures for MPO Memoradum of Agreement
b. MPO 3-C Agreement
6. New Business
a. Committee Membership (Technical Advisory)
b. 2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
I.
Action Required; Adoption
c. Performance Measures (Transit Asset Management Resolution)
I.
Action Required; Adoption
d. 2019-2022 STIP/TIP
I.
MTP Changes
II.
STIP Project List
e. Safety Analysis Report
7. Project Updates
8. Public Comments
9. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Joint Committee Meeting Minutes
Date

April 17, 2018

Location

Suite A Conference Room
Craighead County Extension Office
611 E. Washington Avenue
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

11:00 a.m.

Opening

Chairman John Street (TPC) called the joint committee meeting to order at 11:11 a.m.
on April 17, 2018 in the Suite A conference room of the Craighead County Extension
Office. Quorums of both committees were present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed in below.

Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) Members

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members

Council Member John Street (Chair)
Mayor Dan Shaw
Mayor Kenneth Jones
Mayor Harold Perrin
Hannah Towell
Paul Simms
Judy Casteel
Brad Smithee

William Hall (Chair)
Emmily Tiampati
Duane Harvey
Alan Walter
Brandon Morris
Sean Stem
Michael Black
Craig Light
John Broadway
Bill Smith
Derrel Smith
Valera McDaniel
Bryan Russell

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Anthony Hunter
Saad Sohail
Others
Mark Nichols
Harold Carter
Tiffny Calloway
Bill Campbell
Keith Inman
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Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting of February 1, 2018 were reviewed by
the members. Sean Stem made the motion to approve the minutes from February 1, 2018 as written;
the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The minutes were approved unanimously.
The minutes of the Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) meeting on February 13, 2018 were reviewed
by the members. Mayor Kenneth Jones made the motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion
was seconded by Mayor Harold Perrin. The minutes were approved unanimously.
Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Staff Updates
A. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
Erica reminded committee members that the MPO, along with Metroplan, was previously awarded
funding from FHWA for the completion of a STEP study at select locations (Johnson Avenue and N.
Church St. in Jonesboro and Cantrell Road in Central Arkansas). She announced that, while
Metroplan has finalized their agreement with ArDOT and is ready to proceed with the STEP study,
the agreement for the MPO is currently delayed due to language issues in the proposed agreement
between ArDOT and the city of Jonesboro. Erica inquired if Metroplan should continue with the
study without the MPO due to the indeterminate amount of time that the current delay could
potentially pose. Mayor Perrin disagreed by stating that he is hoping that the language issue will be
solved quickly with between ArDOT officials and the city attorney for Jonesboro. Erica explained
that once the agreement has been accepted and approved Jonesboro City Council, the next step
would be to submit a request to FHWA and ArDOT to implement a specialized pedestrian
demonstration on Johnson Avenue. The purpose of this request is to prevent duplication of the
previous study conducted of that area by Lose & Associates, Inc. Bill Smith made the motion to
recommend that the MPO resolution and draft agreement for the STEP study be accepted and
submitted to Jonesboro City Council subject to language approval by the city attorney for Jonesboro;
the motion was seconded by Craig Light. The motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Perrin
made the motion to sign the MPO resolution and to submit the draft agreement for the STEP study
to Jonesboro City Council subject to language approval by the city attorney for Jonesboro; the
motion was seconded by Mayor Kenneth Jones. The motion was approved unanimously.
B. Transit Development Study
Erica announced that the agreement for the Transit Development Study has been accepted and
placed on the Jonesboro City Council agenda for approval at tonight’s meeting. She reminded
members that JET and the MPO have selected Alliance Transportation Group to conduct a regional
study of the MPO area and develop a plan outlining a ten-year forecast for transit development.
Erica clarified that the study will include an analysis of current issues with funding
efficiency/feasibility along with service gaps for both the city of Jonesboro and Craighead County
regarding transit. She stated that the plan can be updated as needed in the future. Michael Black
informed the committee that once the agreement for the Transit Development Study has been
approved Jonesboro City Council, the consultant will begin work on the study.

5

C. Staff Training/Education
Saad and Anthony distributed copies of executive summaries from the following training/events
attended by MPO staff: 2018 JYPN Leadership Conference, STEP Peer Exchange, 2018 AASTHO GIS
for Transportation Symposium, and the 2018 Women’s Business Leadership Conference. The
summaries outlined the purpose and details of the given training/events and gave suggestions for
takeaways and best practices that can be utilized by the MPO.
D. MPO Quarterly Newsletter
Erica reminded members that the MPO has developed a digital quarterly newsletter that highlights
regional transportation plans, projects and events. She informed the committee that the Planning
Charette previously hosted by the city of Brookland in February 2018 will be included in the
upcoming 2nd edition of the newsletter, which will be released in early May 2018. Erica encouraged
members to submit to MPO staff additional suggestions for any community and/or regional planning
events/projects that they would like to be featured in the newsletter.
Erica announced that the MPO is currently seeking suggestions for new appointees to the Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) to replace Rick Rorex and Jeff Mansker. She explained that Rick Rorex,
who represents the city of Jonesboro, is retiring and Jeff Mansker, who represents ADA, has
resigned from his position with JET, leaving two open seats on the TAC. She stated that Rick Rorex
has recommended Ken Wixson as his replacement for the committee. Erica recommended Brian
Beavers of Focus, Inc. as a possible replacement for Jeff Mansker due to his knowledge and
experience of ADA compliance regulations. The committee agreed, and asked Erica to contact both
Ken Wixson and Brian Beavers regarding their potential interest in serving on the TAC.
Old Business
A. MPO Bylaws/Resolution
MPO staff previously provided committee members with copies of the updated MPO Bylaws for
review via email. Erica reminded the committee that the document was only updated to reflect the
new name and logo of the MPO as well as the new name of ArDOT. Craig Light made the motion to
recommend that the updated MPO Bylaws be adopted by the TPC; the motion was seconded by
Derrel Smith. The motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Perrin made the motion adopt the
updated MPO Bylaws; the motion was seconded by Paul Simms. The motion was approved
unanimously.
B. Memorandum of Understanding/Resolution
MPO staff previously provided committee members with copies of the updated MPO Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) for review via email. Erica informed the committee that, in addition to the
name and logo change for the MPO and ArDOT, the MOA was further updated at the request of
ArDOT to remove agreement reference language in existing sections of the document. Erica
explained that this request was made due to the development of a separate, revised 3-C agreement
between ArDOT and the MPO, which includes language regarding the collection, reporting, and
sharing of data pertaining to the national performance measures. Copies of the separate agreement
were previously provided to members via email for review as well. Bill Smith made the motion to
recommend that the updated MPO MOA and the ArDOT Agreement of Understanding be adopted
by the TPC; the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The motion was approved unanimously.
Mayor Jones made the motion to adopt the updated MPO MOA and the ArDOT Agreement of
Understanding; the motion was seconded by Judy Casteel. The motion was approved unanimously.
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C. Performance Measures Due (Transit)
Erica provided the committee with copies of a spreadsheet outlining the national performance
measures and target/plan agreement due dates. She pointed out that the plan/agreement for
Transit Asset Management is due June 30, 2018. Michael Black stated that he is in the process of
developing the draft agreement, which should be available for review by the next TPC meeting on
May 15, 2018.
New Business
A. Active Transportation Plan
Saad and Anthony distributed copies of the Walkability Inventory Checklist along with a FAQ
(frequently asked questions) sheet for reference. Erica informed members that there are two
available versions of the checklists (one for biking and one for walking), and that both checklists
have been digitized by MPO staff via Survey Monkey to allow for electronic collection and analysis.
She explained that the purpose of the checklists is to allow community members to document and
assess the safety/quality of existing active transportation infrastructure within the region. Erica
stated that this information could be used to make recommendations for future improvement
projects at the identified locations. She notified the committee that the MPO will be partnering
with students in the EAST program of Jonesboro Public Schools to map the data according to the
reported locations using Geospatial Information Software (GIS).
B. 2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
MPO staff previously provided committee members with copies of the draft FY2019 UPWP for
review via email. Erica reminded the committee that the UPWP is developed annually, and it
outlines the tasks to be undertook by MPO staff with the use of federal planning funds. Erica
notified members that the draft FY2019 UPWP is in the process of receiving an additional update
based on recent feedback submitted by Paul Simms regarding the reallocation of funding for certain
MPO tasks. Saad distributed copies of the revised budget summary for the draft FY2019 UPWP to
members for review. Erica clarified that the total estimated budget for the MPO has not changed.
She further pointed out that the items outlined in professional services/products (region-wide
transit study, database purchases, MPO website, and active transportation inventory) reflect the
highest cost estimates of the intended services, which is not guaranteed to be spent by the MPO in
entirety. She stated that the MPO will submit a request for proposal (RFP) to compare costs for the
listed services once the FY 2019 UPWP has been adopted. Erica informed members that the draft
FY2019 UPWP must be made available for public comment for 15 days before it can be
recommended for adoption by the TAC. Bill Smith made the motion to recommend that the draft
FY2019 UPWP be published for public comment pending updates to the document suggested by
Paul Simms; the motion was seconded by Duane Harvey. The motion was approved unanimously.
Mayor Jones made the motion to approve that the draft FY 2019 UPWP be published for public
comment pending updates to the document suggested by Paul Simms; Mayor Shaw seconded the
motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
C. 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Update
Erica provided members with copies of a spreadsheet containing a draft of upcoming local projects
that will be included in the FY2019-2022 TIP. Erica explained that the projects listed for 2019 and
2022 are essentially carryover projects from the existing FY2016-2020 TIP, and that the four projects
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listed for 2021 were proposed by ArDOT. Those four projects for 2021 include two bridge
replacements, major widening at Fox Meadow Lane and I-555, and intersection improvements to
Highway 49. She clarified that although no projects have been assigned for 2022 at this time, the
project list is subject to change and include new additions by ArDOT. She stated that she will
provide members with any/all project updates to the TIP project list in the coming weeks.
D. Safety Action Plan
Erica informed the committee that MPO staff is in the process of collecting, reviewing and
interpreting existing crash data for the development a Safety Action Plan for the region. She
reminded members that the purpose of the plan is to identify critical areas within the region in
order to assist local planning efforts in support of the safety performance targets set by ArDOT.
Erica stated that she is hoping to present a preliminary draft of the data to the TAC at the meeting
scheduled for May 1, 2018 as well as a more conclusive report to both the TAC and the TPC at the
upcoming committee meetings in July 2018.
Project Updates
A. FY 2016-2020 TIP Project Updates-Mark Nichols
Mark Nichols gave a presentation to the committee regarding the design, status and estimated time
of construction for upcoming, local 2016-2020 STIP projects. Those projects include the following:
railroad overpass at Highway 18 and Nettleton Avenue, railroad overpass at Airport Road, road
improvements at Highway 49 (Southwest Drive) and Parker Road, road improvements at Highway
1B, road improvements at Highway 18 and Main Street, road improvements at Highway 18 and
Caraway Road, extension of Commerce Drive, and interchange improvements at I-555 and Highway
49.
B. Other Project Updates
Mayor Perrin informed members that 2018 may be the last year for Arkansas cities to apply for
Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) grants, which provides cities with federal funding for
bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure projects. He notified the committee that the local jurisdictions
apply for TAP funding every year, and that this will be a loss for all the communities in the MPO if
the TAP grants are discontinued. Mayor Perrin also announced that the one-half cent highway sales
taxes will no longer be available as of 2023. He explained that the city of Jonesboro receives around
$1.4 million from that sales tax to fund infrastructure projects, and that the loss of that revenue will
place a major constraint on upcoming projects.
Paul Simms notified the committee that TAP grant applications are currently open, and the deadline
for submission is May 1, 2018.
Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.
Adjournment
Brad Smithee made the motion to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Mayor Dan Shaw. The meeting
adjourned at 12:27 p.m.

