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April 10th, 2018
RE:

Joint Policy and Technical Advisory Committee Meeting of Tuesday, April 17th, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming joint meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Transportation Policy Committee and Technical Advisory
Committee is attached. The meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m., on Tuesday, April 17th, 2018, in the Suite A Conference
Room of the Craighead County Extension Office, located at 611 E. Washington Avenue in Jonesboro.
The main purpose of the upcoming meeting is to review organizational document updates as well as the initial
FY2019-2022 TIP project list and FY2019 UPWP draft.
If possible, please email the MPO office (mpo@jonesboro.org) confirming your availability.
As always, the public is welcome to attend this meeting. Those in attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter
related to transportation planning whether it is on the current agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870)
933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Craighead County Extension Office, 611 E. Washington Ave, Jonesboro, Arkansas
April 17th, 2018, 11:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Policy Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify themselves and
state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Chairperson of the Policy Committee to Call the Joint Meeting to Order
2. Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting of February 1, 2018
Transportation Policy Committee Meeting of February 13, 2018
4. Staff Updates
A. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
 Action Required: Approve agreement
B. Transit Development Study
C. Staff Training/Education
D. MPO Quarterly Newsletter
5. Old Business
A. MPO Bylaws/Resolution
 Action Required: Approval/Adoption
B. Memorandum of Understanding/Resolution
 Action Required: Approval/Adoption
C. Performance Measures Due (Transit)
6. New Business
A. Active Transportation Plan
 Active Transportation Infrastructure Inventories
B. 2019 Unified Planning Work Program Draft
 Action Required: Approval to publish for public comment
C. 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program Update
D. Safety Action Plan
7. Project Updates
A. FY2016-2020 TIP Project Updates-Mark Nichols
B. Other project updates
8. Public Comments
9. Adjournment
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting Minutes
Date

February 1, 2018

Location

First Floor Conference Room
Jonesboro Municipal Center
300 South Church Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

10:00 a.m.

Opening

Bill Hall, Chair, called the Technical Committee meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. on February 1,
2018 in the first floor conference room of the Jonesboro Municipal Center. A quorum of the
Technical Advisory Committee was present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members
William (Bill) Hall, Chair
Craig Light
Sean Stem
Bill Smith
Duane Harvey
George Jackson
Jonathan Smith (proxy for Derrel Smith)
Emmily Tiampati
Jeff Mansker
Michael Black

Arkansas State University
City of Jonesboro, Engineering Director
Craighead County
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition
City of Brookland
Jonesboro Regional Airport
City of Jonesboro, Planning Department
ARDOT MPO Coordinator
JET ADA Coordinator
JET Transit Director

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran

MPO Director
MPO Assistant Planner

Others
Mark Nichols
Harold Carter
Frank Pulcinski
Keith Inman

City of Jonesboro, Engineering Department
City of Jonesboro Resident
City of Jonesboro Resident
Jonesboro Sun

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the previous Joint Committee meeting from December 12, 2017 were reviewed by the members.
Duane Harvey made the motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion was seconded by Bill Smith. The
minutes were approved unanimously.
Staff Updates
2017 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects (ALOP)
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Erica reminded members that the 2017 ALOP was completed in December 2017, and is accessible on the MPO
webpage. She reminded the committee that the ALOP outlines obligated roadway and transit projects in the region
with allocated funding for the given fiscal year.
STEP/STIC Innovation Workshop/Study
Erica stated that the MPO is still working with the Statewide Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) to
implement the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) initiative for the region. She announced that the
MPO, along with Metroplan and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), hosted a one-day workshop on
January 17, 2018 regarding the STEP innovation. Erica acknowledged that various members/representatives from
the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ArDOT), FHWA, and MPO committees were in attendance. Bill Hall
stated that the workshop provided relevant information regarding pedestrian safety that can be useful in various
planning roles/capacities. Bill Smith agreed, and applauded the participation efforts of ArDOT and Metroplan in
attending the workshop. Emmily Tiampati gave recognition to Erica for her promotion of active transportation in
the city of Jonesboro. Erica stated that the next action for the STEP is to finalize a joint agreement for the study
with ArDOT, FHWA, the city of Little Rock, and the city of Jonesboro. She stated that a consultant will be selected
to complete the study once the joint agreement has been finalized. Erica clarified that ArDOT will serve as the
fiscal agent for this project, and as such, will be responsible for managing/allocating funding for the upcoming
study.
Erica reminded the committee that federal funding was received to conduct the STEP study of Johnson Avenue and
N. Church Street. She explained, however, that a study of Johnson Avenue has already been previously conducted
by Lose and Associates, Inc.. In order to avoid duplication of those findings, Erica stated that it may be more
beneficial for the funding to be used to study the effectiveness of a temporary STEP intervention, such as a median
refuge island or a pedestrian hybrid beacon (HAWK signal), on Johnson Avenue. She informed the committee that
the FHWA has agreed that this proposal as a viable option for use of the STEP funding. Craig Light maintained that
a study of N. Church Street may be more necessary due to the limited safety alternatives that would be permissible
for Johnson Avenue. Bill Hall agreed that both a study of a temporary STEP intervention on Johnson Avenue and a
study of N. Church Street would be advantageous for the region. Craig Light made the motion recommending that a
study of a temporary STEP intervention on Johnson Avenue and a traffic study of N. Church Street be conducted
using the STEP funding; the motion was seconded by George Jackson. The motion was approved unanimously.
Erica stated that she will present the committee’s recommendation to the TPC, FHWA and ArDOT, and notify
members should any potential issues arise.
Transit Development Study
Erica notified members that all proposals regarding the Transit Development Study have been reviewed and rated.
She informed the committee that two consultant companies have been selected for interviews. Erica stated that a
consultant for the study will be selected once the interviews have been completed.
Committee Membership Additions
Erica acknowledged that the MPO has been working to increase and diversify participation on the various MPO
committees, particularly the Active Transportation (ATC) and Citizens Advisory (CAC) Committees. She
announced that both committees have recently experienced slight growth in new membership. That new
membership includes representatives of the Jonesboro Public Schools, the Downtown Jonesboro Association, and
the local healthcare system. Erica stated that this growth in membership will help boost public input from various
groups/perspectives regarding their use and experience of the region’s transportation system.
Training/Educational Opportunities
Erica reminded members that one of the goals outlined for MPO staff in the 2018 Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP) is to share/inform MPO committee members of potential training/educational opportunities. She
announced that the city of Jonesboro has been selected by the Arkansas Public Administration Consortium (APAC)
to serve as the host city for a Planning Commissioner Workshop, which will take place in June 2018. Erica stated
that all details regarding the workshop will be handled by the APAC, and that administrators from throughout the
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state of Arkansas will be in attendance. She stated that she will forward all information concerning the workshop
details to members in the coming months. Erica added that she will also forward to members information of any
upcoming webinar trainings that may be relevant to the localities/departments.
Additionally, Erica displayed to members three variations of the MPO newsletter, and asked members for feedback
regarding their preferred format design. She notified the committee that the MPO did receive feedback from the
CAC regarding their preferred design for the newsletter as well. Erica informed members that the MPO newsletter
will be distributed quarterly via email, and will be accessible through their mobile phone device. She stated that the
purpose of the newsletter is to highlight transportation news, plans and projects that are significant to the region.
Lastly, Erica advised members that the upcoming Joint Committee meeting on April 17, 2018 will require an
approval vote of the updated MPO Bylaws and Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). She explained that both
documents will be updated to reflect the new name and logo of the MPO. Erica stated that she will email members
the updated Bylaws and MOU for review prior to the joint committee meeting.
Old Business
2018 Title VI Survey
Cecelie distributed copies of the 2018 Title VI Survey, and asked members to complete and submit the form to MPO
staff if they had not done so previously. Erica informed the committee that the information is confidential, and will
be aggregated to maintain privacy.
New Business
2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
Erica reminded committee members that the UPWP outlines the use of planning funds by MPO staff, and must be
completed each year by the end of May. As a result, she stated that input regarding new task suggestions for the
2019 UPWP will be gathered at the upcoming Joint Committee meeting on April 17, 2018, and a draft of the plan
will be presented to members for recommendation for adoption at the next Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
meeting on May 1, 2018. Erica notified members that the following tasks will likely be carried over from the
existing 2018 UPWP for inclusion in the 2019 UPWP: the development of regional performance measures, the
update of the 2040 MTP, and the completion of a Transit Development Study (collaboration with JET). She
presented the following tasks for potential inclusion in the 2019 UPWP: development of a MPO website separate
from the City of Jonesboro due to current administrator restrictions, development of an inventory documenting the
current location/condition of existing active transportation infrastructure within the region, aid/assistance with the
development of comprehensive community plans for the local jurisdictions, and development of a travel demand
model of the MPO area. Erica asked members for their input concerning the potential inclusion of the
aforementioned tasks in the 2019 UPWP. Bill Hall asked for clarification on the purpose of a travel demand model.
Erica responded by stating that a travel demand model is a computer simulation used to forecast traffic flow in
relation to transportation projects within the region. She added that the development of a MPO website, an active
transportation inventory and a travel demand model will all require a private consultant. Erica stated that the costs
of those items would be covered by the surplus of MPO planning funding. Erica said that she anticipates that the
active transportation inventory and community plans for local jurisdictions will most likely be added as tasks in the
2019 UPWP pending no stark objections from committee members. Bill Hall requested estimates of the potential
costs of the MPO website, active transportation inventory and travel demand model. Mark Nichols suggested that
the MPO contact ArDOT regarding the statewide travel demand model to determine current city-level
capabilities/resolutions. Emmily Tiampati agreed, and informed members that the state of Arkansas will be hosting
a travel demand model class for all statewide MPOs and ArDOT staff in March 2018. She stated that registration
costs $1000 per participant, and is currently closed, but that the MPO could follow up with ArDOT concerning more
details.
Performance Measures
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Erica provided the committee with copies of a spreadsheet outlining the national performance goals along with their
given measures and target due dates. She also provided committee members with FHWA FAQ (frequently asked
questions) sheets concerning the final rules for the Infrastructure Condition (Pavement & Bridge) and System
Performance goals. Erica reminded members that the MPO signed a resolution in November 2017 to support the
safety targets set by the state of Arkansas for 2018. She stated that, as a result, the 2019-2022 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) must document how the MPO intends to support the state’s safety targets, especially
with the selection of upcoming transportation projects. Erica clarified that, in relation to the Transit Asset
Management (TAM) goal, it is the responsibility of the local transit agency (JET) to complete the TAM template for
the region. The MPO will then adopt a resolution in support of the TAM targets set by JET. Erica further explained
that since the due date for the performance targets for Infrastructure Condition (Pavement & Bridge) and System
Performance to be included in MPO plans is not until May 2019, they do not have be included in the upcoming
2019-2022 TIP. However, those goals/targets will have to be documented in the MTP and any subsequent TIP
documents. She stated that no information regarding the state performance targets concerning Infrastructure
Condition (Pavement & Bridge) is available at this time. In regards to the System Performance goal, Emmily
Tiampati clarified that the measures concerning total emissions reductions, annual hours of peak hour excessive
delay per capita, and percentage of non-single occupancy vehicle travel do not currently apply to the N.A.R.T.P.C.
MPO region.
2019-2022 STIP/TIP
I.
Development Schedule
Erica provided members with copies of the statewide development timeline for the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP.
The development timeline also included the current TAC and TPC meeting schedule. She announced that
any revisions to the working transportation project list, which was previously submitted to ArDOT in 2016,
are due by February 15, 2018, and that the current deadline for the adoption of the 2019-2022 TIP is July
25, 2018. Erica also acknowledged that the public comment period for the TIP is set for June 2018. She
pointed out that, as of the current committee meeting schedule, there are no TAC or Joint Committee
meetings set for June or July 2018. Erica informed members that the TIP must be made available for
public comment for a period of 15 days. She asked members for their feedback concerning any
adjustments to the current committee meeting schedule to accommodate potential final revisions of the
2019-2022 TIP prior to approval/adoption. The committee agreed to reschedule the August 14, 2018 TAC
meeting date for a date in July 2018. Erica stated that she will email members a definitive date for the July
2018 meeting in the coming weeks along with any updates to the statewide development timeline.
II.

Working Project List
Erica provided members with copies of the working transportation project list that was previously
submitted to ArDOT in October 2016 for inclusion in the TIP/STIP. She explained that the items
highlighted in gray are those transportation projects that have already been allocated funding for 2019 and
2020 through the previous 2016-2020 TIP, and, therefore, must be carried over for inclusion in the 20192022 TIP. Erica asked members to review the list, and provide feedback regarding any adjustments/status
changes to the listed projects. The committee recommended that the all transportation projects set for city
streets be removed from the list for the purposes of the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP since they are most likely not
eligible for federal funding. Mark Nichols and Craig Light stated that the following projects should remain
on the list as unfunded but programmed due to a reallocation of funding for the Commerce Drive Extension
project: the widening of Highway 49 (Highway 91-Highway 351S) and Highway 49 intersection
improvements (Highway 91). Mark Nichols stated that the description of the major widening project of AR
1B Harrisburg Rd (Forrest Hill Rd to Craighead Forest Rd) should be changed from 5 lanes to 3 lanes as a
result of information obtained from a recent study of the location. Craig Light stated he will email Erica
information on potential transportation projects that should be included in the list by February 9, 2018.
Erica stated that she will update the list accordingly, and email it to members for review/recommendation
for approval to the TPC. Upon review of the list, she asserted that members will need to respond to MPO
staff via email with their vote for recommendation to the TPC. Keith Inman pointed out that it is illegal for
the committee to vote on projects via email. Erica responded by clarifying that the committee will only be
voting to recommend that the project list be presented to the TPC, who will ultimately give formal approval
at the upcoming meeting on February 13, 2018.
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Safety Action Plan
Erica provided members with draft copies of a spreadsheet containing updated crash data for the region. The
spreadsheet outlined national, state (Arkansas), and MPO county (Craighead) summary rates/targets for fatal and
serious injury crashes. Erica pointed out that the overall average rate of fatal and serious injury crashes at the MPO
county level is significantly higher than both the national and state average. She stated that the next step will be to
identify/breakdown specific locations with a high occurrence of fatal and serious injury crashes. Erica said that this
information will be provided to members for review before upcoming Joint Committee meeting in April 2018. She
further explained that this information will be useful in the development/selection of upcoming transportation
projects that could help improve safety performance within the region. Bill Hall asked if it were possible to
compare summary crash data specifically at the MPO boundary level throughout the state. Erica declined, and
explained that the federal guidelines for the national performance measures require that all MPOs use data from a
universal source, which is currently only available at the county level. Emmily Tiampati suggested that the MPO
follow up with Adnan Qazi or Ted English at ArDOT concerning any available crash data at the MPO boundary
level. Duane Harvey requested that the MPO Staff develop a map depiction of fatal and serious injury crash
locations within the region in order to identify specific areas for improvement.
Public Updates
Duane Harvey notified the committee that overlay work is set to begin on N. Church Street in March 2018. Sean
Stem requested a status update on the Highway 18 Bridge project. Mark Nichols stated that the project designs are
complete, and that letting should begin in July 2018. He added that right of way is currently being bought on the
project, and that work has already begun. Erica stated that ArDOT has asked for an update regarding the
development of design plans for the intersection improvement project at Highway 18 and Main Street. Mark
Nichols stated that the design plans are currently at 30%, and that the plans do include sidewalks.
Erica announced that the deadline for grant applications for the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) and
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is May 1, 2018. She informed the committee that the applications are available
online, and that ArDOT will be hosting seminars on February 23, 2018 and March 20, 2018. Erica stated that she
will forward the information regarding the TAP and RTP to members at their request.
Public Comments
There no public comments available at this time.
Adjournment
Bill Smith made the motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by George Jackson. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:40 am.
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) Meeting Minutes
Date

February 13, 2018

Location

Bay City Hall
220 Elder Street
Bay, AR 72411

Time

10:00 a.m.

Opening

Vice Chairman, Mayor Dan Shaw, called the Transportation Policy Committee meeting to order at
10:07 a.m. on February 13, 2018, at Bay City Hall. A quorum was present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Policy Committee Members
Dan Shaw, Vice Chair
Hannah Towell
Judy Casteel
Harold Perrin
Kenneth Jones
Darrell Kirby
Ann Williams
Emmily Tiampati (proxy for Paul Simms)
Brad Smithee

Mayor, City of Bono
Assessor, Craighead County
JET CAB Representative
Mayor, City of Jonesboro
Mayor, City of Brookland
Mayor, City of Bay
City of Jonesboro, Council Member
ARDOT MPO Coordinator
ARDOT District 10 Engineer

Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Saad Sohail

MPO Director
MPO Planner
MPO Technician (Intern)

Others
Harold Carter
Tiffny Calloway
Keith Inman
Mark Nichols
Craig Light

City of Jonesboro, Resident
City of Jonesboro, Community Development Director
Jonesboro Sun
City of Jonesboro, Engineering Department
City of Jonesboro, Engineering Department

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
The joint minutes from the meeting of December 12, 2017 were reviewed by the members. Mayor Perrin made the
motion to approve the minutes as written; the motion was seconded by Mayor Jones. The minutes were approved
unanimously.
Staff Updates
A. 2017 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects
Erica informed the committee that the 2017 ALOP is accessible on the MPO webpage. She reminded
members that the ALOP is completed annually, and outlines obligated roadway and transit projects in the
region with allocated funding for the given fiscal year. Erica pointed out that approximately $7 million in
funding was obligated in 2017 for roadway projects within the region.
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B. STIC/STEP Innovation Workshop/Study
Erica announced that the MPO, in collaboration with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), hosted
a one-day workshop on January 17, 2018 regarding the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP)
innovation. She reminded members that the STEP is one of several innovations presented though the Every
Day Counts (EDC) initiatives, and that the MPO is still working with Metroplan to spearhead
implementation in both Northeast and Central Arkansas. Erica acknowledged that Johnson Avenue was
previously identified along with two other locations (N. Church Street in Jonesboro and Cantrell Road in
Little Rock) to conduct a STEP study. She pointed out that, in 2015, the MPO and the city of Jonesboro
contracted with Lose & Associates, Inc. to conduct a study of Johnson Avenue. The cost of that study was
around $45,000. As a result of those findings, the city of Jonesboro attempted to partner with ArDOT and
Arkansas State University to implement some of the recommendations presented in the study. One
recommendation in particular was the application of pedestrian crosswalks to unsignalized areas on
Johnson Avenue. However, due to safety concerns from ArDOT regarding crosswalks without
signalization, the project was cancelled. Erica stated that the current STEP study has brought a new
opportunity to revisit pedestrian safety concerning unsignalized midblock crossings on Johnson Avenue.
She proposed that a portion of the STEP funding be used to employ a temporary STEP intervention, such as
a median refuge island, on Johnson Avenue to gage citizens’ response. Brad Smithee expressed that
ArDOT remains apprehensive of midblock crossings due to safety and security concerns for both
pedestrians and drivers concerning the absence of barriers. Mayor Perrin and Ann Williams agreed that the
existing length between intersections on Johnson Avenue is a considerable inconvenience for pedestrians.
The committee agreed that it would be advantageous to study the effectiveness of a temporary STEP
intervention, such as a median refuge island, on Johnson Avenue. Erica stated that she will continue
working with FHWA and Metroplan to draft the request for a temporary intervention and finalize the
agreement for the STEP study at the previously selected locations. She said that she will be email Mayor
Perrin the draft agreement for review prior to finalization, and that she will provide members with status
updates regarding the STEP agreement/study in the coming weeks.
C. Transit Development Study
Erica informed the committee that Alliance Transportation Group has been selected to conduct the Transit
Development Study for the region, and that the MPO, JET, and the city of Jonesboro are currently working
with ArDOT to finalize the contract. Erica explained that the study should be completed by November
2018, and will give a ten-year forecast of transit development in the area. Mayor Perrin announced that
JET will begin weekend service in April 2018, and requested that, if possible, the study include potential
recommendations/options regarding future transit access/expansion to the local jurisdictions. Mayor Jones
agreed by stating that a transit expansion would provide beneficial access to health services for the senior
citizens of the city of Brookland.
D. Committee Membership Additions
Erica acknowledged that both the Active Transportation (ATC) and Citizens Advisory (CAC) Committees
have recently experienced growth in membership. That new membership includes representatives of the
Jonesboro Public Schools, the Downtown Jonesboro Association, and the local healthcare system. She
stated that this growth in membership will help increase diversity among public input/perspectives
regarding usage and experience of the region’s transportation system.
E. Interns/Training & Educational Opportunities
Erica notified committee members that she will continue to share upcoming educational/training
opportunities via email. She reminded the committee that the city of Jonesboro was asked by the Arkansas
Public Administration Consortium (APAC) to serve as the host city for a Planning Commissioner
Workshop in June 2018. Erica stated that will be forwarding more information regarding the workshop
once it is available.
Erica announced that the MPO recently released the first edition of its quarterly newsletter. She stated that
the purpose of the newsletter is to highlight transportation news, plans and projects that are significant to
the region. Erica informed the committee that the second edition of the newsletter will be available in April
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or May 2018, and asked members to submit to MPO staff any relevant events/projects that they would like
to be featured.
Additionally, Erica advised members that the MPO will be presenting the revised MPO Bylaws and
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for approval at the upcoming Joint Committee meeting on April 17,
2018. She explained that both documents will only reflect updates to the name and logo of the MPO. Erica
added that the documents will be sent to the committee for review prior to the date of the joint meeting.

Old Business
A. 2018 Title VI Survey
Cecelie distributed copies of the 2018 Title VI Survey to the committee. Erica asked members to complete
and submit the form to MPO staff if they had not done so previously. Erica informed the committee that
the information is confidential, and will be aggregated to maintain privacy prior to submission to ArDOT.
New Business
A. 2019 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
Erica reminded committee members that the UPWP is developed annually, and outlines the use of planning
funds by MPO staff. She stated that the MPO is currently seeking feedback from members regarding
potential task suggestions for the 2019 UPWP. Erica presented the following tasks for potential inclusion
in the 2019 UPWP: the development of a MPO website separate from the City of Jonesboro due to current
administrator restrictions, the development of an inventory documenting the current location/condition of
existing active transportation infrastructure within the region, aid/assistance with the development of
comprehensive community plans for the local jurisdictions, and development of a travel demand model of
the MPO area. She explained that, since the MPO will be receiving travel demand information from
ArDOT regarding the federal performance measures, the development of a regional travel demand model
could be postponed for a later time. Additionally, Erica informed members that the following tasks will
likely be carried over from the existing 2018 UPWP for inclusion in the 2019 UPWP: the development of
regional performance measures, the update of the 2040 MTP, and the completion of a Transit Development
Study in collaboration with JET. Erica notified the committee that she hopes to present members with a
draft of the 2019 UPWP at the upcoming Joint Committee meeting on April 17, 2018.
B. Performance Measures
Erica provided the committee with copies of a spreadsheet outlining the national performance goals along
with their given measures and target due dates. She reminded members that 2015 Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act requires states and MPOs to incorporate performance measures in the
transportation planning process. Erica pointed out that, since the MPO has agreed to support the safety
targets set by the state of Arkansas to reduce the current number of fatal and serious injury crashes, the
2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) must outline how the MPO intends to accomplish
this within the region. Erica noted that the rate of crashes resulting in both serious injury and/or fatality in
Craighead County is significantly higher than the national and state rates. She stated that reducing those
rates must remain at the forefront of considerations for upcoming transportation plans/projects. Mayor
Perrin inquired about the source of the crash data used to access the serious injury and fatality rates. Erica
responded by stating that the information was obtained through the eCrash database, which receives data
contributions from both ArDOT and the state police. She explained that, for reporting purposes, all MPOs
are required to use data from the same source regarding the individual performance measures. Erica further
clarified that MPO staff will be working with members of the TAC to review the crash data in order to
identify potential causes/solutions to be included in a regional Safety Action Plan. Additionally, Erica
provided committee members with FHWA FAQ (frequently asked questions) sheets concerning the final
rules for the Infrastructure Condition (Pavement & Bridge) and System Performance goals for reference.
She stated that she will continue to provide members with updates regarding the performance goals/targets.
Erica further advised that future updates of the TIP and the long-term Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP) will include outlines of MPO compliance with all given national performance goals.
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C. 2019-2022 STIP/TIP
I.

II.

Development Schedule
Erica provided members with copies of an abbreviated timeline for the development of the 20192022 STIP/TIP. The timeline also included the current TAC and TPC meeting schedule. Erica
pointed out that the public comment period for the TIP is set for June 2018, and that, as of the
current committee meeting schedule, there are no TPC or Joint Committee meetings set for June
or July 2018. Erica reminded members that the TIP must be made available for public comment
for a period of 15 days and adopted by July 25, 2018. She asked members for their feedback
concerning any adjustments to the current TPC meeting schedule to accommodate potential final
revisions of the 2019-2022 TIP prior to approval/adoption. The committee agreed to revise the
current TPC meeting schedule to include a date in July 2018 for final review of the 2019-2022
TIP. Erica stated that she will email members a definitive date for the July 2018 meeting in the
coming weeks along with any updates to the statewide development timeline.
Working Project List
Erica provided members with copies of the proposed transportation project list for the 2019-2022
STIP/TIP. She explained that the project list was previously submitted to ArDOT in October 2016
for inclusion in the TIP/STIP; however, there was a delay in state approval. Erica clarified that,
since that time, the list has been revised to include project description/progress updates, carryover
projects from the existing 2016-2020 TIP, and newly proposed projects by the city of Jonesboro.
Erica informed the committee that members that the TAC also recommended the removal of those
projects that were funded by TAP or designated for city-owned streets from the list. She asked
members to review the current project list for any final changes/additions, and announced that the
list must be submitted to ArDOT on or before February 15, 2018. Ann Williams made the motion
to submit the current project list to ArDOT for approval/inclusion in the 2019-2022 STIP/TIP; the
motion was seconded by Hannah Towell. The motion was approved unanimously. Erica stated
that she would provide members with an update regarding state approval of the project list in the
coming weeks.

Project Updates
Mayor Dan Shaw announced that, although the original grant for the project was recalled, the Bono Walking Trail
was completed with the participation and financial help of local citizens and a private business. He informed the
committee that, as a result of that public aid, more members of the community have offered to fund additions to the
trail, including the construction of a pavilion. Mayor Dan Shaw acknowledged the value of public input and
participation in the development of community projects. Additionally, Mayor Dan Shaw informed members that the
city of Bono has received approval from ArDOT to begin the bid process for College Street, which was previously
awarded TAP (Transportation Alternative Program) funding in 2016. Emmily Tiampati added that ArDOT will be
hosting informational seminars regarding 2018 TAP and RTP (Recreational Trails Program) funding on February
23, 2018 and March 20, 2018. She stated that the due date for applications is May 1, 2018, and that more
information regarding TAP and RTP can be found on the ArDOT website.
Mayor Harold Perrin announced that there will be a trail dedication at Craighead Forest Park on February 22, 2018
at 11:00 am. He stated that Scott Bennett, Director of ArDOT, will be speaking at the dedication, and encouraged
committee members to attend. Mayor Kenneth Jones informed the committee that the city of Brookland has
received state-aid funding for overlay projects, which includes 1.7 miles of gravel road and one city street. Mayor
Kirby notified members that the city of Bay will begin redeveloping 22 acres of land in the coming months.
Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.
Adjournment
Mayor Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Mayor Perrin. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:02 a.m.

