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March 29, 2018
RE:

Active Transportation Committee Meeting of April 5, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Active Transportation Committee is attached. The meeting
will be held at 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, April 5th, 2018 in the Conference Room of the Delta Center for Economic
Development at Arkansas State University (319 University Loop).
The main purpose of this meeting is to review/discuss the implementation status of immediate, short-term action items
outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan. As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning
process are welcome to attend this meeting. *Please note we will conduct the walkability and bikeability inventory
training at the beginning of the meeting.*
Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Delta Center for Economic Development, 319 University Loop, Jonesboro, Arkansas
April 5th, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Active Transportation Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. ***Walkabilty and Bikeabilty Inventory Training Session***
2. Committee Chair to call Meeting to Order
3. Welcome and Introductions
4. Approval of Minutes
5. Staff Updates
a. STIC/STEP Innovation Study
6. Old Business
a. Food Access
7. New Business
a. Active Transportation Inventory
I.
Bikeability/Walkability Checklists
1. EAST Program
2. Student Involvement
3. LimeBike Data
II.
Advertisement & Promotion
b. Land Use/Design Criteria
c. Greenway Programming
8. Project Updates
9. Public Comments
10. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.
300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Active Transportation Committee (ATC) Meeting Minutes
January 18, 2018

Location

Conference Room
NEA United Way Building
407 Union Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Chairman Bill Smith called the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) meeting to order at 4:01
p.m. on January 18, 2018 in the Conference Room of the NEA United Way Building.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.
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Date

Active Transportation Committee Members (ATC)
Bill Smith, Chair
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC)
Tyler Brown
University of Arkansas Extension Office
Robbie Johnson
NEA Baptist Charitable Foundation
Lindsey Ford
Downtown Jonesboro Association
Michael Black
Jonesboro Economical Transportation Systems (JET)
Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran

Citizen of Jonesboro
Jonesboro Public Schools
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Others
Harold Carter
Monroe Pointer

MPO Director
MPO Planner I

Welcome and Introductions

Those in attendance introduced themselves. Erica announced that Lindsey Ford is the new Director of the
Downtown Jonesboro Association, and will be joining the committee as a member. She explained that Monroe
Pointer represents Jonesboro Public Schools, and will be observing this meeting before committing to membership.

D

Approval of Minutes

Tyler Brown made a motion to approve the minutes from the Active Transportation Committee meeting on
November 17, 2017; the motion was seconded by Robbie Johnson. The minutes were unanimously approved.
New Business

STEP Workshop

Erica informed members that the MPO, in collaboration with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
Metroplan, hosted a one-day workshop regarding the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) innovation
on yesterday, January 17, 2018, at the Delta Center for Economic Development (located at Arkansas State
University). She clarified that STEP is one of six innovations selected by the state of Arkansas to pilot for this
round of Every Day Counts. Erica explained that the STEP focuses on implementing treatments, particularly in unsignalized areas/locations, to help increase pedestrian safety. Bill Smith stated that the workshop provided
attendants with the opportunity to learn about pedestrian safety guidelines that are associated with the presented
countermeasures, which are outlined in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). He informed
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the committee that the workshop concluded with a site visit to Johnson Avenue where attendants were asked to
assess the current conditions of pedestrian activity between University Loop and N. Main Street, specifically in
relation to mid-block crossing between existing intersections. Attendants were then asked to make suggestions of
specific STEP treatments that could help boost pedestrian safety in that particular area. Bill Smith asserted that the
site visit helped attendants understand the necessity of prioritizing pedestrian safety in areas of high traffic activity.
Active Transportation Plan Implementation
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Erica provided the committee with copies of the Policy/Program Action Tables taken from the Regional Active
Transportation Plan. She asked members to review the short-term items highlighted in gray, and prioritize which
actions will serve as the next steps for the committee. Members of the committee approved the following immediate
actions: complete a Bikeability and Walkability profile for the local communities, identify locations of food
shortages/deserts within the region, and develop a list of active transportation criteria/components that can be
considered in land use decisions. The committee agreed to table the following action steps until the next meeting in
April 2018: the development of assessment methodology for food centers near transit stops, the development of
design standards for bicycle/pedestrian trails/facilities and the development of promotional material (website,
electronic app, etc.) for regional information regarding active transportation (trail maps). This agreement was made
primarily in consideration of the upcoming Transit Development Study and the COJ Master Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan,
which could potentially address those issues. Additionally, Erica informed members that the development of active
transportation inventory will require consideration by the MPO and the Policy Committee for possible inclusion in
the FY 2019 MPO budget. In the meantime, she stated that MPO staff will begin researching existing
Bikeability/Walkability profile standards prior to the next meeting. Erica added that she will also follow up with
Tyler Brown and the My Healthy Jonesboro Coalition for information regarding currently identified areas with food
shortages/deserts as well as example checklists that can be used to help incorporate active transportation in future
land use decisions.
Elections (Chair/Vice-Chair)
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Robbie Johnson made the motion that Bill Smith remain as Chair of the ATC for 2018; the motion was seconded by
Tyler Brown. The motion was approved unanimously. Robbie Johnson made the motion that Tyler Brown remain
as Vice-Chair of the ATC for 2018; the motion was seconded by Bill Smith. The motion was approved
unanimously.
Project Updates
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Lindsey Ford announced that, in partnership with Arkansas State University and LimeBike, Downtown Jonesboro
will begin hosting bikes through the existing bikeshare system in the coming months. She stated that the process
was fairly easy with help in coordination from Bill Smith. Monroe Pointer inquired about the lack of publicity
surrounding the partnership with LimeBike and Downtown Jonesboro. Lindsey Ford responded by stating that the
Downtown Jonesboro Association will begin releasing announcements via social media and newsletter closer to the
arrival date of the bikes. Bill Smith added that Downtown Jonesboro is a welcome addition to the small number of
nearby businesses that have already began hosting the LimeBikes. He stated that the bikeshare system could benefit
local high school students, and potentially serve as an opportunity to educate students on bicycle safety. Bill Smith
clarified that the LimeBikes were secured through partnership with Arkansas State University, and not the city of
Jonesboro.
Erica notified the committee that potential funding opportunities to advance active transportation in the region are
currently available through America Walks and People for Bikes. She informed members that the deadline for
online Letters of Interest for the People for Bikes grant is Friday, January 19, 2018, and stated that she will email
committee members the electronic link to the funding opportunities as soon as possible. Bill Smith added that this
would be a great opportunity to apply for funding for the installation of bicycle repair stations on or near campus
and the local parks/community centers.
Public Comments
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Cecelie distributed copies of the 2018 Title VI Survey, and asked members to complete and submit the form to MPO
staff if they had not done so previously. Erica informed the committee that the given information for the survey will
be aggregated to maintain privacy.

Adjournment
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Tyler Brown made a motion to adjourn the ATC meeting; the motion was seconded by Robbie Johnson. The
meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.

