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March 21, 2018
RE:

Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting of March 28th, 2018

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Citizen Advisory Committee is attached. The meeting will be
held at 4:00 p.m., on Wednesday, March 28th, 2018 in the Round Room of the Craighead County Public Library (315 W.
Oak Avenue).
The main purpose of this meeting is to develop/discuss potential techniques and opportunities to enhance public
engagement in the MPO planning process.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Erica Tait
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Craighead County Public Library, 315 W. Oak Avenue, Jonesboro, Arkansas
March 28, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Technical Advisory Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to Call the Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes from 1.31.18 Meeting
4. New Business
a. Active Transportation Plan
i.
Bikeability/Walkability Checklists
b. Public Engagement (MPO Projects)
i.
Performance Measures Dashboard
ii.
Project Dashboard
iii.
FY 2019 -2022 Transportation Improvement Program
iv.
Social Media Theme
5. Project Updates
6. Public Comments
7. Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting Minutes
Date

January 31, 2018

Location

Round Room
Craighead County Public Library
315 W. Oak Avenue
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Rick Cheshier called the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. on
January 31, 2018 in the Round Room of the Craighead County Public Library.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Citizen Advisory Committee Members
Dewaine Beisner
Rick Cheshier
Frank Pulcinski
Harold Carter
Angy Abaunza
Jamie St. Pierre
Phyllis Burkett
Shunqetta Cunningham
Staff
Erica Tait
Cecelie Cochran
Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves. Erica announced Bethany Noto, Jamie St. Pierre and Shunqetta
Cunningham as official new members to the committee.
Minutes
Harold Carter made the motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on November 2, 2017; Frank Pulcinski
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.
Staff Updates
Active Transportation Plan (ATP)
Cecelie provided members with example copies of Bikeability and Walkability Community Checklists. She
reminded members that the ATP was adopted by the Policy Committee (TPC) in November of 2017, and she
explained that the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) is currently focusing on implementing some short-term
action items that were outlined in the plan. One of those items includes the development and completion of a
Bikeability and a Walkability community profile of the MPO area. Cecelie notified the committee that they may be
asked to participate as volunteers to complete the profile. She stated that she will update members regarding the
details once the specified date(s) and method of completion has been selected by the ATC.
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Committee Meeting Dates/Calendar
Cecelie distributed copies of the 2018 MPO Committee Meeting Calendar. She highlighted upcoming meetings of
the Technical Advisory (TAC) and Policy (TPC) Committees, and informed members that at the upcoming meetings
the committees would be focusing on selecting transportation projects for the development of the 2019-2022
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Erica explained that the TIP includes a list of short-term, federally
funded transportation projects for the region, and is developed in conjunction with the Arkansas Department of
Transportation (ArDOT) every three to four years by the MPO. She stated that the development process for the TIP
will be short as the project list for the MPO area should be finalized by April 2018. Cecelie encouraged members to
attend the upcoming TAC and TPC meetings and offer their input regarding the proposed projects should their
schedules permit.
New Business
STEP Workshop
Cecelie announced to the committee that the MPO, in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and Metroplan, hosted a one day workshop regarding the Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP)
innovation. The workshop took place on January 17, 2018 at the ASU Delta Center for Economic Development.
Cecelie informed members that STEP is one of several innovations presented through the State Transportation
Innovation Council (STIC), and that Erica has been selected to spearhead the implementation of the STEP
innovation for Northeast Arkansas. Erica explained that the purpose of the STEP is to implement treatments,
particularly in un-signalized areas/locations, to help increase pedestrian safety. Dewaine Beisner stated that the
workshop was very informative, and that it provided attendants with an overview of guidelines pertaining to
pedestrian safety and right-of-ways at various points of crossings. Cecelie added that the workshop included a site
visit to Johnson Avenue (between Marion Barry and N. Main Street), where meeting attendants were asked to
recommend particular STEP treatments that could potentially help boost pedestrian safety in that area.
Public Engagement (Newsletter/Social Media Themes)
Cecelie stated that the MPO has been actively working to increase public engagement. She announced that, at the
previous suggestion of the committee, Erica recently participated in a Community Conversations interview with
KLEK Radio in order to promote the MPO as well as increase awareness of the MPO’s purpose within the region.
Cecelie revealed that the MPO is also looking to boost online public engagement through the use of social media
and the development of a quarterly newsletter. She presented members with several options for potential social
media themes, and asked members for their input regarding feasibility and attraction. Phyllis Burkett suggested that
the MPO look into collaboration with local organizations such as the Jonesboro Sun, the Department of Arkansas
Heritage, and the public library to gain access to community facts/photos/activities, which could potentially enhance
the promotion of the presented social media themes. Erica reminded members that the MPO is prohibited from
endorsing or soliciting partnerships with private businesses. She clarified that the purpose of the social media
themes is to increase online public engagement with the MPO and to showcase local activities that promote health
with the use of the built environment. Additionally, Cecelie displayed three example templates of the MPO
newsletter, and asked the committee for feedback regarding formatting preferences. Erica informed members that
the MPO will also be presenting the newsletter templates to the TAC and the TPC for their feedback regarding the
preferred format as well.
2019-2022 TIP Development
a. Public Input
Erica reiterated that the MPO has begun development of the 2019-2022 TIP, and asked members to begin
thinking about suggestions for methods to increase public input regarding the plan content. She informed
members that the next committee meeting will be focused on developing ideas/methods in which to garner
public feedback on the plan draft, which will be included in the final version. Erica stated that she will
email members the link to the existing 2016-2020 TIP to review as a reference. Phyllis Burkett and Harold
Carter insisted that the MPO clarify with the public beforehand which aspects of the planning process can
and cannot be effected by the public. Phyllis Burkett also stated that the use of interactive methods such as
stickers or play money allowed for easy understanding and relatability of the planning process.
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Elections (Chair/Vice-Chair)
Phyllis Burkett made the motion that Rick Cheshier remain as Chair of the CAC for 2018; the motion was seconded
by Frank Pulcinski. The motion was approved unanimously. Jamie St. Pierre made the motion to appoint Angy
Abaunza as Vice-Chair of the CAC for 2018; the motion was seconded by Phyllis Burkett. The motion was
approved unanimously.
2018 Title VI Survey
Cecelie distributed copies of the 2018 Title VI Survey, and asked members to complete and submit the form to MPO
staff if they had not done so previously. Erica informed the committee that the given information for the survey is
collected annually, and will be aggregated to maintain privacy.

Project Updates
No project updates were available at this time.
Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.
Adjournment
Dewaine Beisner made the motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Angy Abaunza. The
meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

