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The purpose of the  of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code is to 
establish minimum requirements to safeguard the public 
health, safety and general welfare through the structural 
strength, means of egress facilities, stability, sanitation, ade-
quate light and ventilation, energy conservation, and safety 
to life and property from fire and other hazards attributed to 
the built ...  AFPC vol. 1 & 2, 101.3  

Current building codes adopted and used in the City of 
Jonesboro include: 
 

Arkansas Fire Prevention Code (AFPC) vol. 1, 2 &3, 2007 
National Fire Protection Association 2006 (NFPA) codes 
through reference  
National Electric  Code (NEC) 2008 
Arkansas State Plumbing Code 2006 
Arkansas Gas Code 2006 
Arkansass Mechanical Code 2010 
Arkansas Energy Code 2004 
ANSI 117.  2003 handicap accessibility standards 
Any other applicable state or local Ordinances 

 
* The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, 2007 Edition, was devel-
oped using the nationally and internationally recognized and ac-
cepted International Building  Code, with revisions based on rec-
ommendations from Arkansas-based subject matter experts. 
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Construction documents shall be dimensioned and drawn upon 
suitable material.  Electronic media documents are permitted to 
be submitted when approved by the building official.  Construction 
documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, 
nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it 
will conform to the provisions of the AFPC and relevant laws, ordi-
nances, rules and regulations, as determined by the building offi-
cial.  AFPC vol. 2, 106.1.1 
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Construction drawings shall meet  all requirements stated in sec-
tion 106 of the AFPC and meet minimum standards and criteria as 
stated in the Arkansas Building Authority (ABA 2-1503 & 1504). 
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Construction documents shall be prepared by a registered design pro-
fessional where required by  AFPC or statutes of the jurisdiction in 
which the project is to be constructed.  Where special conditions ex-
ist, the building official is authorized to require additional construc-
tion documents.  The design professional shall be an architect or en-
gineer legally registered under the laws of this state regulating the 
practice of architecture or engineering and shall affix his or her seal 
to said drawing, specifications and accompanying data for the follow-
ing: 

All Group A, E, and I occupancies, except  Group A occupancies 
with an occupant load less than or equal to 50. 
Buildings and structures 3 or more stories in height. 
Buildings and structures 5,000 square feet or more in area. 

 
For all other buildings and structures, the submittal shall bear the cer-
tification of the applicant that some specific state law exception per-
mits its preparation by a person not so registered.  AFPC vol. 2, 106.1 
 

Additionally , the above Groups A, E, and I occupancies require an 
electrical engineer, plumbing engineer and mechanical engineer’s 
seal. 
All multi-family dwellings exceeding 3 or more units will be classi-
fied as commercial and will require an architect’s seal and in 
some cases a structural engineer’s seal. 
All Group B, F, H, M, S, and U occupancies shall bear an architect’s 
and structural engineer’s seal. 
Group R occupancies will be looked at on an individual basis. 
A change in occupancy will require an architect’s seal as a mini-
mum. 
Single and two family homes may be designed by a licensed de-
signer or draftsman  
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All standards and requirements for construction within the city limits.  
are contained within the various codes adopted by the City of Jones-
boro.  A “Design Professional” will be able to assist you with clarity  in 
regards to the understanding and use of the appropriate codes for 
your particular project .    
 
The fire code official (AFPC vol. 1, 104.1) and the building  official 
( AFPC vol. 2 & 3, 104.1) are hereby authorized and directed to en-
force the provisions of the AFPC.  The code officials shall have the au-
thority to render interpretations of this code and adopt policies and 
procedures in order to clarify the application of its provisions. 
 
The fire code official and building official (AFPC vol. 1, 2 & 3, 104.2) 
shall receive applications, review 
construction documents and issue 
permits for the erection, and al-
teration, demolition and moving 
of buildings and structures, in-
spect the premises for which such 
permits have been issued and en-
force compliance with the provi-
sions of this code. 

The provisions of the AFPC shall apply to the construction, 
alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, 
equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, 
removal and demolition of every building or structure or 
any appurtenances connected or attached to such build-
ings or structures.  AFPC vol. 2, 101.2 
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