May 7th, 2019
RE:

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting of May 14th, 2019

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming N.A.R.T.P.C. Technical Advisory Committee meeting is attached. The meeting will be held
at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, May 14th, 2019 in the Suite A Conference Room of the Craighead Extension Office located
at 611 E. Washington Avenue in Jonesboro.
The main purpose of this meeting is to review and recommend the FY 2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) for
adoption as well as review/discuss the existing Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) project list.
As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting. Those in
attendance are encouraged to speak on any matter related to transportation planning whether it is on the current
agenda or not. Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Cecelie Cochran, M.P.A.
MPO Director

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Craighead Extension Office, 611 E. Washington Ave, Jonesboro, Arkansas
May 14, 2019, 10:00 a.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Technical Advisory Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee to Call the Meeting to Order
Introductions
TAC Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes 4.18.19
Staff Updates
A. 2019 AR Transportation Planning Conference
B. MPO Newsletter (Volume II, Issue II)
C. MPO 101 Presentations/Webinar discussions
 Status: Bikeway Selection Guide Workshop

5. New Business
A. TAC Membership
 Recommendations for Bicycle Representative
B. Draft FY 2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
 Action Required: Recommendation for Adoption
C. 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan
 Project List Review
 Additional Dates for Review
6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment
Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us the addresses of
those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
2

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Joint Committee Meeting Minutes
Date

April 18, 2019

Location

First Floor Conference Room
Jonesboro Municipal Center
300 S. Church Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

11:00 a.m.

Opening

Vice-Chairman Mayor Kenneth Jones called the joint committee meeting to order at
11:00 a.m. on April 18, 2019 in the First Floor Conference Room of the Jonesboro
Municipal Center. Quorums of both committees were present.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed in below.

Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) Members
John Street (Chair)
Mayor Harold Perrin
Mayor Dan Shaw
Mayor Kenneth Jones (Vice-Chair)
Judge Marvin Day
Paul Simms
Judy Casteel
Aaron Vowell (Proxy for Brad Smithee)

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members
William Hall (Chair)
Billy Holland
Alan Walter
Michael Black
Craig Light
Derrel Smith
Bill Smith
George Jackson
Sean Stem
Brian Beavers
Valera McDaniel
Anthony Hunter

Staff
Cecelie Cochran
Alan Pillow
Others
Harold Carter
Keith Inman
Jeff Morrison
Dewayne Douglas
Andy Davis
Pam Alexander
Bill Campbell
Robin Kuykendall
Heather Bunkley-Allen
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Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting held February 12, 2019 were reviewed
by the members of the TAC. Billy Holland made the motion to approve the minutes as written; the
motion was seconded by Bill Smith. The TAC minutes were approved unanimously.
The minutes of the Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) meeting held February 19, 2019 were
reviewed by the members of the TPC. Cecelie Cochran informed members that she did recently update
the TPC minutes of February 19, 2019, specifically the section headed MPO Director Administrative
Positions, in order to reflect the correct date of the Policy Committee meeting held January 29, 2019
and not January 19, 2019 as it was written. Harold Perrin made the motion to accept the correction and
approve the minutes; the motion was seconded by Judy Casteel. The TPC minutes were approved
unanimously.

Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.

Staff Updates
A. New Staff Introduction: Alan Pillow (MPO Planner I)
Cecelie introduced Alan Pillow to the joint committee as the new planner for the MPO.
B. FY2019 Local Match Statements (Bay)
Cecelie notified the committee that this agenda item should be reserved for a later time due to the
absence of Mayor Darrel Kirby of the city of Bay. She stated that the subject pertained to the status
of the city of Bay’s portion of the local cost share to the MPO for FY 2019.
C. 2019 AR Transportation Planning Conference
Cecelie presented members with the flyer for the 2019 Arkansas Transportation Planning
Conference (ATPC). Cecelie explained that the ATPC is a biennial, state conference for
transportation planners/engineers, elected officials and any interested stakeholders to network and
present transportation issues and projects as well as discuss potential solutions. Cecelie informed
the committees that the 2019 ATPC will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas from September 10, 2019 to
September 12, 2019. She mentioned that although registration for the conference is open, she
stated that she will refrain from registering MPO staff until all agenda and accommodation
information for conference participants has been finalized by ARDOT.
Cecelie reminded the committee that the TPC did approve the MPO to cover the lodging cost for
several committee members who attended the ATPC in 2017, and asked if the TPC would like to
approve the MPO to cover members’ costs for the 2019 ATPC. Marvin Day made the motion to
approve the MPO to pay the registration and lodging cost for the Chairmen of both the MPO Policy
and Technical Advisory Committees, or any designated proxy on behalf of the Chairmen of the
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stated committees, for attendance at the 2019 ATPC; the motion was seconded by Dan Shaw. The
motion was approved unanimously. Cecelie informed the committee that she will provide all
members with a summary of takeaways at the conclusion of the conference.
Cecelie notified the committee that she did recently attend a Planning and Reliability workshop in
Little Rock, Arkansas, which was hosted by the FHWA and ARDOT. She stated that she was pleased
to learn that the MPO is on track with regard to the new federal performance measures concerning
the improvement of travel time and congestion during peak hours. Cecelie informed the committee
that FHWA encouraged continued coordination between ARDOT and the localities to ensure
compliance. Cecelie explained that she will be using the performance data developed by ARDOT for
the MPO region to create maps displaying the current travel conditions in the area to help identify
future improvement projects for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).
D. MPO Website Redesign
Cecelie reminded members that, on January 29, 2019, the budget for the FY 2019 Unified Planning
Work Program (UPWP) was amended to remove two projects due to a delay in approval by ARDOT
to request proposals. She stated that one of those projects was the development of a MPO website
separate from the city of Jonesboro. Cecelie explained that the project was identified due to
previous complaints about the current MPO webpage, specifically concerns with ADA accessibility
and navigation. Cecelie stated that since the city of Jonesboro is currently in the process of
redesigning its website to address such concerns, she notified members that she would like to work
with the Jonesboro Media Department to test public response to these changes for at least six
months before bringing the project back for budget consideration in the next UPWP. She notified
members that if the same Title II concerns remain after such time, she should would bring the
project back to the TPC for proposal for placement in the FY 2021 UPWP.
Cecelie informed the committee that the second project that was removed from the FY 2019 UPWP
budget was the development of an inventory of the existing active infrastructure within the region.
Cecelie stated that since the MPO has renewed its contract with Strava, Inc. for the collection of
bicycle and pedestrian activity data in the area while also working with the EAST program at Annie
Camp Junior High School to produce maps rating the existing infrastructure, she would like to table
the project pending further review of the current data that has already been collected.
E. MPO Newsletter (Volume II, Issue II)
Cecelie informed the committee that Alan Pillow is currently working to finalize development of the
newest issue of the MPO digital newsletter. She advised members that Alan will be contacting them
via email to obtain information on current projects, plans or developments within their jurisdictions
for feature in the newsletter.
F. MPO 101 Presentations/Webinar discussions
Cecelie informed the committee that, since she has taken over the role of MPO director, she has
been actively working to increase public engagement in the MPO planning process. Cecelie said that
one of the methods that she has been able utilize is hosting community presentations. Additionally,
she has spoken with two local neighborhood associations as well as the students from the Master of
Public Administration (MPA) program at Arkansas State University. Cecelie stated that she has also
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scheduled educational webinars with local staff and members of the public to help enhance public
understanding and interaction in the planning process. Members of both committees agreed that
MPO staff should continue to host relevant webinars when feasible. Cecelie emphasized the most
recent webinar detailing the development and usage of the FHWA Bikeway Selection Guide, which is
a tool for planners and engineers to identify appropriate bicycle infrastructure for potential inclusion
in the design of new roadway projects. Cecelie explained that the FHWA is offering free workshops
to interested organizations regarding the guide, and she provided members with a copy of the flyer.
Cecelie advised the committee that the requesting parties would be responsible for securing the
meeting space and advertisement for the workshop if selected by FHWA. Bill Hall made the motion
that the Cecelie Cochran be approved to submit a request to FHWA regarding scheduling a
workshop for the MPO regarding details for the Bikeway Selection Guide; the motion was seconded
by Judy Casteel. The motion was approved unanimously. Cecelie stated that she would provide
members with an update regarding the workshop request at the next meeting.

G. STIC/STEP Study
Cecelie reminded members that the MPO was awarded federal funding through the Statewide
Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) to conduct a study of dangerous mid-block pedestrian
crossings at pre-selected locations within the region. Cecelie stated that the corridor between
Parker Park Community Center and Lewellan Park on North Church Street as well as the intersection
at Johnson Avenue and State Street were selected due to the significant amount of pedestrian
activity in those high traffic areas. Cecelie presented members with the pedestrian count data
collected by MPO staff at the North Church Street corridor on April 5, 2019, which has been
submitted to ARDOT and the consultants. She also informed the committee that Mark Nichols
(Jonesboro Engineering) has resubmitted to ARDOT the corrected preliminary design plans for the
temporary crossing at the Johnson Avenue and State Street intersection as well as the vehicle turn
counts/video for N. Church Street. Cecelie advised members that, once the design plans for the
temporary crossing have final approval from ARDOT, the MPO will coordinate with Jonesboro
Engineering staff to order the necessary materials and begin construction of the temporary crossing.
With regard to promotion for the STEP (Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian) Study, Cecelie
stated that she has partnered with the EAST program of Nettleton High School EAST to develop a
series of pedestrian safety videos that will be distributed to the local media. Cecelie said that
filming for the videos is complete, and the EAST students are currently in the process of editing the
footage. In addition, Cecelie presented members with the official brochures and flyer for the STEP
Study. Cecelie expressed that promotion of the study and temporary crossing is vital, and informed
the committee that Garver, LLC. (the consultants on the project) will be scheduling a public input
meeting for the study this summer.
Bill Hall asked if the temporary crossing would be handicap accessible. Craig light responded by
stating that he believed that the crossing will be handicap accessible. Bill Smith inquired if the new
crosswalk would have audible signals to accommodate visually impaired pedestrians. Craig Light
said that he would have to look into whether or not the audible signal was an option on a temporary
design. Cecelie informed members that the STEP study is due to be completed in January of 2020.
*At 12:19 pm, Paul Simms made the motion for the joint committee to take a break for lunch; the
motion was seconded by Brian Beavers. The motion was approved unanimously. At 12:38 pm,
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Marvin Day made the motion for the joint committee meeting to resume from break; the motion
was seconded by Dan Shaw. The motion was approved unanimously.*

H. FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Cecelie stated that ARDOT has mandated an annual update of the TIP. However, she informed the
committee that she has not received any new information on the status of approved projects for the
FY 2020-2023 TIP. Paul Simms notified the committee that ARDOT does not have any new
developments regarding the FY 2020-2023 STIP/TIP at this time.

Old Business
A. Active Transportation Plan
Cecelie reminded the committee that the MPO has begun implementing action items currently
outlined in the MPO Active Transportation Plan (ATP). She stated that one of the items was to have
local citizens rate their experience of walk and/or bike activity in the region, which was documented
last year. She stated that EAST students from Annie Camp Junior High School used the data
collected from the public surveys to map the respondent ratings of the area using Geographical
Information System (GIS) technology. Cecelie displayed the map to the committee, and pointed out
that the areas that received the worst rating for bicycle/pedestrian safety were Southwest Drive (US
49) and Highland Drive (Highway 18). Cecelie explained that staff will utilize the data from this
project in conjunction with the Strava data to help identify future multi-modal safety projects in
such areas. Cecelie advised members that a link to the GIS map has been included in members’
agenda packets. Paul Simms asked if the MPO planned on doing similar school project
collaborations within the neighboring localities. Cecelie affirmed, and informed the committee that
she will be reaching out to the elected officials of Bay, Brookland, and Bono for coordination with
the local schools for a potential community design project. Cecelie notified members that she has
developed certificates of appreciation for the EAST students at Annie Camp Junior High School for
their work on the GIS map project, which she will present to the students at a later date.
New Business
A. CAC Committee Membership
Cecelie announced that she has been working to increase the MPO’s public outreach through
routine MPO 101 presentations. She stated that, so far, she has recruited two additional members
to the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC): Yoshara Barber (formerly Jonesboro Grants Department)
and Dakota Rogers (VeoRide at Arkansas State University). Dan Shaw made the motion to approve
the membership of Yoshara Barber and Dakota Rogers to the CAC; the motion was seconded by Judy
Casteel. The motion was approved unanimously.

B. Draft FY 2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)
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Cecelie provided members with copies of the draft FY 2020 UPWP along with the proposed budget.
Cecelie informed the committee that she has received some recent comments on the FY 2020 UPWP
draft pertaining to minor adjustments in grammar and the proposed budget, particularly with regard
to staff time designated for Long-Range Planning. She also stated that she updated the document to
include the Title VI Notice of Non-Discrimination, which had previously been omitted. Paul Simms
advised that he would like MPO staff to allocate more staff time funding to the Long-Range Planning
section of the draft budget due to the amount of time MPO staff will spend on updating the MTP.
Dan Shaw made the motion to release the draft FY 2020 UPWP for public comment pending the
inclusion of the suggestions presented by ARDOT; the motion was seconded by Paul Simms. The
motion was approved unanimously.

C. Resolution 18-02
Harold Perrin moved that the committee begin discussions regarding Resolution 18-02 at the
beginning of the joint meeting. Harold Perrin began by stating that, due to the recent article in the
Jonesboro Sun regarding the salary for the MPO Director, he wanted to clarify the situation. He
asserted that the MPO Director position has always set at a pay grade of 122 on the city of
Jonesboro pay scale since its conception. He then reminded the committee that, in an attempt to
adjust the pay for city of Jonesboro employees, the Johansson scale was adopted. During that time
Erica Tait (previous MPO Director) researched the city of Jonesboro Johansson scale, and brought a
modified version to the committee (Resolution 18-02), which was adopted. Harold Perrin recounted
that after Erica Tait resigned, the committee agreed that there was no need to advertise for her
replacement because they believed that they already had staff working for the MPO (Cecelie
Cochran) who was qualified for the position. With this understanding, Harold Perrin stated that he
and the Jonesboro Human Resources (HR) staff set the salary for the MPO Director at the 122 pay
grade instead of the adopted MPO scale of grade 123. He insisted that he did so because he was
always under the impression that the pay grade for the MPO Director was set at 122, and that, to his
knowledge, the HR director never received a copy of Resolution 18-02. Harold Perrin mentioned
that he and Marvin Day both objected to Resolution 18-02 at the previous TPC meeting, after which
the members went into an executive session. Harold Perrin stated that after the TPC meeting
resumed from executive session, Paul Simms made the motion that Cecelie Cochran’s pay as MPO
Director remain at $59,357 pending a six month performance evaluation. He pointed out that Brad
Smithee moved that the TPC revisit the topic of Resolution 18-02 at this meeting. Harold Perrin
stated that Cecelie Cochran then requested that she be allowed to hire a full-time MPO Planner in
light of the upcoming projects for the MPO. He stated that her request was granted at that time,
and the starting pay for the MPO Planner was allowed to be set in accordance with the Modified
Johanssen Scale outlined in MPO Resolution 18-02.
Harold Perrin stated that he was unsure of who the MPO staff actually worked for since the city of
Jonesboro is the fiscal agent for the MPO. Harold Perrin said that the city of Jonesboro does not
charge the MPO staff for office rent or any of the services provided in the Municipal Center building,
where MPO staff is currently based. He also claimed that all of his directors within the city of
Jonesboro start at a salary grade 122 or 124 depending on the background of the job, and stated
that he wanted the opinion of the TPC on the best way to handle the current situation. Valera
McDaniel stated that the imposed requirement of the six month performance review for Cecelie
Cochran is not written in any pay policy for any previous MPO staff, and that implementing such a
requirement at this time would be considered an act of discrimination. Dan Shaw questioned what
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“umbrella” the MPO staff office fell under. Harold Perrin proclaimed that the Jonesboro City
Attorney informed him that the MPO Director reports directly to the Mayor’s Chief of Staff, and that
if the MPO staff does not answer to his office, then they are considered a third-party organization,
and thus will receive no longer receive city benefits. Dewayne Douglas of Jonesboro HR stated that
the Jonesboro City Attorney advised him that there were two options: (1) to apply the 123 pay grade
for the MPO Director position as currently outlined and adopted in Resolution 18-02 with
retroactive pay for Cecelie Cochran from the date of hire, or (2) to amend Resolution 18-02 to
conform to the city of Jonesboro’s pay scale and allow the lower grade of 122 to apply to the MPO
Director position.
Cecelie Cochran provided members with copies of Resolution 18-02 and displayed a comparison of
the MPO scales with the city of Jonesboro Johanssen Scale. She reminded members that, at the
request of the TPC in 2017, Erica Tait (previous MPO Director) researched the pay of all MPO staff
within the state of Arkansas due to the committee’s concerns with the turnover rate within the MPO
as well as the constant lack of clarity with regard to MPO staff pay. Cecelie explained that Erica Tait
compared the pay of every MPO staff office within the state, but knowing that the MPO budget
could not sustain the same level of pay as other MPO offices, she evaluated the job duties of each
position and weighed them against the city of Jonesboro Johansson Scale. Cecelie stated that this is
where the 115 (MPO Planner I), 116 (MPO Planner II) and 123 (MPO Director) salary grades
currently outlined in Resolution 18-02 for MPO staff were obtained. Dewayne Douglas expressed
confusion by the modified pay scale. Cecelie explained that the starting pay of each grade within
the MPO staff scale (Resolution 18-02) is exactly the same as its counterpart with the city of
Jonesboro, however, the MPO scale was modified to prevent the annual step raises for MPO staff
from overwhelming budget of the governing bodies of the MPO. Cecelie added that the annual
steps for the city of Jonesboro employees accelerates at a higher rate than that of the MPO.
Marvin Day recounted the idea of possibly raising the salary for the MPO Director pending a six
month performance review. Harold Perrin informed him that the review was no longer an option as
Valera McDaniel of the FHWA stated that the performance evaluation would be considered an act of
discrimination. Dewayne Douglas discussed his recollection of how the TPC came to adopt the pay
grade of 123 for the MPO Director position, and asserted that after evaluating the position with
Erica Tait, he graded it as a 122 at the time on the city of Jonesboro Johansen pay scale. Dewayne
Douglas admitted that there was enough variance in the position to support a salary grade of 123
for the position of MPO Director, but he claimed he did not recall being informed of the final
decision of the TPC to set the role at a pay grade of 123 when it was enacted. Harold Perrin
commented on the turnover rate for the MPO staff by claiming retirement, death and relocation as
causes. Harold Perrin made the motion to amend Resolution 18-02 and adopt the city of Jonesboro
Johansen Pay Scale for MPO staff, designating the following grades for MPO staff positions: grade
115 for MPO Planner I, grade 116 for MPO Planner II, and grade 122 for MPO Director; the motion
was seconded by Sean Stem. The motion was approved unanimously. Kenneth Jones made a
motion to repeal the imposed six month performance evaluation for Cecelie Cochran as the MPO
Director; the motion was seconded by Paul Simms. The motion was approved unanimously.
*Harrold Perrin excused himself from the remainder of the Joint Committee Meeting do to his
presence being needed at another engagement.*
D. 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)
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Cecelie reminded the committees that the MTP (long-range plan) is updated every four to five years,
and the next scheduled update of the existing MTP is due in January 2021. Cecelie stated that, due
to limited staff, it is important that the MPO office begin the update at this time since it is not
financially feasible to hire a consultant for the development. Cecelie informed the committee that
she did contact a few other MPO offices for guidance on the update, and found that only one MPO
has completed a recent “soft” update of their MTP while the others will be contracting out their
MTP development to consultant companies. That in mind, Cecelie stated that she had already
began updating the local demographics and documenting which chapters of the existing MTP need
to be updated. Cecelie notified members that the most important update will be the list of
proposed projects for the region, which must be financially constrained. Cecelie provided
committee members with a list of the existing projects currently outlined in the existing MTP, and
stated that the main objective for the committee at this time is to decide which projects need to be
removed or kept/updated. Cecelie also provided members with a draft of the MTP development
schedule for the MPO. Cecelie notified the committee that she will begin scheduling public input
meetings once the committee has finished updating the existing MTP project list. She explained
that the existing projects in the MTP list were broken down into categories of short-, mid-, and longterm projections with an added section for unfunded projects should additional funding become
available. Cecelie mentioned that at the very end of the list, she has documented projects proposed
by members during recent meetings. Cecelie pointed out that the projects highlighted in gray have
either already been completed or are in design/construction phases. She stated that the projects
highlighted in green were projects that the MPO previously proposed to ARDOT for the FY 20202023 TIP, which has not been approved yet, and the projects highlighted in blue were those that she
believed could be placed under the umbrella of some of the more general projects currently
outlined in the unfunded section of the MTP.
Marvin Day provided members with copies of maps outlining areas he believed had significant traffic
and connectivity concerns. He expressed his concern regarding a potential problem with heavy
traffic flow when traveling on Highway 49 (Gibson switch area) or Highway 226 over to Highway 1.
Marvin Day stated that he would like ARDOT to conduct a corridor study of the highlighted areas in
his proposed maps for the development of potential access routes, specifically between downtown
Jonesboro and the west side of town as well as improvements to the Cloverleaf Interchange on US
63 (I-555) and US 49 (Southwest Drive). Marvin Day proclaimed that his proposed projects could
have more of a regional impact than some of the other potential projects identified for the area.
Paul Simms responded by stating that ARDOT would be willing to discuss the proposal to conduct a
study of the requested projects by Marvin Day, but the MPO would have to submit a formal request
in writing as well as be prepared to provide a portion of the funding cost should the study be
approved.
Sean Stem recounted that, during the development of the previous MTP, the TAC held separate
meetings for project selection and had developed a set of criteria, which was used to rank the
various projects according to need/priority. The committee agreed that the TAC should hold
separate meetings to review/update the existing MTP project list prior to resubmission to the TPC
for review/update and/or approval. Paul Simms added that some of the newly selected projects by
the MPO might be placed in the unfunded category of the new MTP list if the cost estimates for the
projects exceed the amount of projected funding for the region. Cecelie stated that she will set
three dates for the TAC to meet to review the existing MTP project list and make necessary updates
prior to resubmission to the TPC for review. She notified members that she would also inform them
of the amount of funding that should be expected for the MPO region for the next 25 years, which
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will be provided by ARDOT. Bill Hall inquired if there would be a comprehensive set of criteria that
members of the TAC will be using to review the project list. Cecelie responded by stating that she
will develop criteria based on the requirements of the federal performance measures (Safety,
Infrastructure and System Reliability). Cecelie added that she would like to include elements such as
connectivity and multimodal access to the project criteria as well. Marvin Day made a motion to
allow MPO staff to schedule three additional Technical Advisory Committee meetings to review and
update the current MTP list of projects based on the criteria developed by MPO staff regarding the
federal performance measures prior to review/update by the Policy Committee Meeting; the motion
was seconded by Billy Holland. The motion was approved unanimously.
*Marvin Day excused himself from the remainder of the Joint Committee Meeting due to his
presence being needed at another engagement.*

Project Updates
There were no project updates at this time.
Public Comments
Harold Carter stated that he was unsure of who the MPO staff actually worked for in light of the change
to Resolution 18-02. He stated that it appeared that the vote of the city of Jonesboro outweighed the
vote of the other localities on the TPC. Paul Simms responded by stating that although the TPC has
direct oversite over the MPO staff, certain members of the TPC are more persuasive than others. Paul
Simms then stated that he would be happy to speak with Harold Carter regarding his concern after the
conclusion of the meeting.
Adjournment
Billy Holland made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Dan Shaw. The
meeting was adjourned at 1:26 p.m.
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