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July 18, 2019
RE:

Active Transportation Committee Meeting of July 25, 2019

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Active Transportation Committee is attached. The meeting
will be held at 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, July 25th, 2019 in the Conference Room of the NEA United Way (407 Union
Street, Jonesboro).
The main purpose of this meeting is to complete priority exercises for the development of the Metropolitan
Transportation Plan as well as discuss the status of the steering committee of the Active Transportation Plan. As always,
all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning process are welcome to attend this meeting.
Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Cecelie Cochran, M.P.A.
MPO Planner

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
NEA United Way, 407 Union Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
July 25, 2019, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Active Transportation Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to call Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes 4.25.19
4. Staff Updates
a. FHWA Bikeway Selection Guide Workshop
b. STEP Study
5. New Business
a. Status of the Committee (Membership/Attendance)
I.
Conversion with CAC
b. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)
I.
Priority Exercise
6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Active Transportation Committee (ATC) Meeting Minutes
Date
April 25, 2019
Location

3rd Floor Conference Room
Jonesboro Municipal Center
300 South Church Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Chairman Bill Smith called the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) meeting to order at 4:06
p.m. on April 25, 2019 in the 3rd Floor Conference Room of the Jonesboro Municipal Center.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Active Transportation Committee Members (ATC)
Bill Smith, Chair
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC)
Lindsey Wingo
Downtown Jonesboro Association
Danny Kapales
Jonesboro Parks & Recreation
Heather Bunkley-Allen
Walking/Cycling Advocate
Staff
Cecelie Cochran
Alan Pillow

MPO Director
MPO Planner I

Others
Harold Carter

Jonesboro Resident

Welcome and Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
Danny Kapales made a motion to approve the minutes from the Active Transportation Committee meeting on
January 24, 2019; the motion was seconded by Lindsey Wingo. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Staff Updates
New MPO Staff
Cecelie introduced Alan Pillow to the committee as the new MPO planner.
Old Business
ATP Action Items Update
I.

Active Inventory/GIS Mapping Project

Cecelie notified the committee that the EAST students from Annie Camp Junior High School have completed
mapping the location data provided by respondents of the Bikeability and Walkability Inventory Checklists using
GIS (Geospatial Information System). She stated that, due to current internet connectivity issues, the link to the GIS
map was not accessible during this meeting. Cecelie informed the committee that a link to the GIS map has been
provided to members in the MPO digital newsletter as well as the agenda packet for today’s Active Transportation

4

Committee (ATC) meeting. Cecelie stated that she does intend to re-distribute the surveys to the public within the
next few years in order to update the map with citizens’ responses regarding possible improvements.
II.

STIC/STEP Study

Cecelie reminded the committee that, in 2017, the MPO was awarded federal funding to conduct a STEP (Safe
Transportation for Every Pedestrian) study of two crossing locations in Jonesboro that had been identified as having
high traffic volume and significant amounts of pedestrian activity. She stated that the STEP study is well underway
for North Church Street (Highway 141), specifically the corridor between Parker Park Community Center and
Lewellan Park (Alpine Street to W. Allen Avenue). Cecelie notified the committee that both the traffic and
pedestrian counts have been collected for N. Church Street and submitted to the study consultants and ARDOT. She
further informed the committee that the updated design plans for the temporary crossing at the intersection of
Johnson Avenue and State Street have been re-submitted to ARDOT for final approval. She explained that once the
updated design plans are approved, the MPO can coordinate with Jonesboro Engineering staff to order the necessary
equipment and materials to begin construction. Cecelie informed the committee that Garver, LLC. is the designated
consultant for the STEP study, and will be hosting a public input meeting regarding the project this summer.
Cecelie presented members with copies of the promotional brochures and flyer for the STEP study, which will be
distributed throughout the communities to boost awareness of the project. She stated that she has already spoken to
multiple stakeholder and community groups regarding the study, and she has partnered with the EAST students of
Nettleton High School to produce a series of promotional safety videos, which should be available in the next few
weeks. Cecelie notified the committee that she will be calling on members for participation in possible press
interviews regarding the study in the coming months.

New Business
MPO 101 Presentations/Webinar Discussions
Cecelie notified the committee that she has been hosting MPO 101 presentations to various groups throughout the
community as well as scheduling multiple educational webinars for various committee members and interested
members of the public. She informed the committee that she has been approved by the Policy Committee (TPC) to
submit a request to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to host a workshop on the new Bikeway Selection
Guide, which is a tool for planning and engineering staff to incorporate bicycle accommodations in project design
plans. Cecelie explained that the request has been submitted, and that, if approved, she would facilitate the
promotion and scheduling of the workshop. She urged members of the committee to be prepared to attend if
available.
MPO Newsletter (Volume II, Issue II)
Cecelie notified the committee that the newest edition of the MPO digital newsletter (Volume II, Issue II) has been
distributed to members. She asked members to provide any feedback regarding the content to MPO staff.
FY 2020 UPWP
Cecelie announced that the draft of the FY 2020 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) has been approved for
release for public comment, and is available for review on the MPO website. She also notified the committee that
the public comment period for the FY 2020 UPWP begins on Monday, April 29, 2019, and that a public
advertisement has been placed in the upcoming Sunday edition of local paper (Jonesboro Sun), which includes
details on the public comment period and the locations to access copies of the draft plan.
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)
Cecelie explained to the committee that the MTP is the MPO long range plan that outlines the community vision and
intended transportation projects for region that overlooks a span of twenty-five years. She explained that the MTP
must be updated every five years, and the MPO staff is currently in the process of updating demographic
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information for the plan. Also, she informed the committee that the MPO staff will soon be scheduling three
additional Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings specifically to review and update the existing project list
outlined in the current 2040 MTP. Cecelie stated that the process of identifying new projects will begin after the
Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) approves those revisions. She further notified the committee that the MPO
will also be hosting public input meetings to ascertain the community vision for upcoming improvements to the
region. Harold Carter asked how the TAC would make decisions regarding updates to the existing MTP project list.
Cecelie explained that, since the adoption of the previous MTP in 2016, some projects either have already been or
are scheduled to be completed within the next couple of years. Also, the scope of some projects in the list may have
changed in light of new city plans. Cecelie stated that, because of this, those projects must be identified for either
removal or description/cost update before any projects for the new 2045 MTP can be approved in order to prevent
duplication. Cecelie added that, due to the new federal requirements to incorporate performance measures in the
planning process, MPO staff will also provide reference maps that display the performance data for the MPO area to
aid in the identification of new projects that could help support the statewide targets for improvement.

Project Updates
There were no further project updates at this time.
Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.
Adjournment
Danny Kapales made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Lindsey Wingo. The meeting
adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

