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January 17, 2019
RE:

Active Transportation Committee Meeting of January 24, 2019

Dear Committee Members:
The agenda for the upcoming meeting of the N.A.R.T.P.C. Active Transportation Committee is attached. The meeting
will be held at 4:00 p.m., on Thursday, January 24th, 2019 in the Conference Room of the NEA United Way (407 Union
Street).
The main purpose of this meeting is to review/discuss the implementation status of immediate, short-term action items
outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan. As always, all stakeholders to the regional transportation planning
process are welcome to attend this meeting.
Please call the MPO staff office at (870) 933-4623 if you have questions or comments.
Sincerely,

Cecelie Cochran, M.P.A.
MPO Planner

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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N.A.R.T.P.C. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
NEA United Way, 407 Union Street, Jonesboro, Arkansas
January 24, 2019, 4:00 p.m.
Members of the audience will be provided an opportunity to speak at the conclusion of the meeting, or as otherwise specified by the Chairperson of
the Active Transportation Committee. It is requested that presentations be limited to three minutes, and that members of the audience identify
themselves and state their point as briefly as possible when addressing the Committee.
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the Metropolitan
Planning Organization office (Tel # (870) 933-4623) 48 hours in advance of the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

1. Committee Chair to call Meeting to Order
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes 10.25.18
4. Staff Updates
a. Administrative Changes
5. New Business
a.
b.
c.
d.

2019 Committee Meeting Dates/Calendar
2019 Chair/Vice-Chair
2019 Title VI Demographic Survey
ATP Action Items Update
I.
Active Inventory/Mapping Project
II.
Transit Development Plan
III.
STIC/STEP Study
IV.
CAC Promotional Video Project

6. Project Updates
7. Public Comments
8. Adjournment

Contact Lists (Emails, Faxes, and Postal Mail Addresses): Please update your information and give us
the addresses of those you would like to be on the MPO mailing list.

300 South Church Street, P.O. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845
(870) 933-4623
Bay ● Bono ● Brookland ● Jonesboro ● Craighead County ● JET ● ARDOT ● FHWA ● FTA
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Active Transportation Committee (ATC) Meeting Minutes
Date

October 25, 2018

Location

Conference Room 203
Delta Center for Economic Development
319 University Loop
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Time

4:00 p.m.

Opening

Chairman Bill Smith called the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) meeting to order at 4:03
p.m. on July 19, 2018 in Conference Room 203 of the Delta Center for Economic Development.

Roll Call

Those in attendance are listed below.

Active Transportation Committee Members (ATC)
Bill Smith, Chair
Northeast Arkansas Bicycle Coalition (NEABC)
Lindsey Wingo
Downtown Jonesboro Association
Danny Kapales
Jonesboro Parks & Recreation
Michael Black
Transit Director (JET)
Beverly Parker
Walking/Cycling Advocate
Staff
Cecelie Cochran

MPO Planner I

Others
Brad Bauer

St. Bernard’s Total Life Healthcare

Welcome and Introductions
Those in attendance introduced themselves.
Approval of Minutes
Beverly Parker made a motion to approve the minutes from the Active Transportation Committee meeting on July
19, 2018; the motion was seconded by Danny Kapales. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Staff Updates
Active Transportation Inventory
a.

Bikeability/Walkability Checklists/Mapping Project

Cecelie informed the committee that the MPO concluded the collection of public responses to the Bikeability and
Walkability Inventory Checklists on August 31, 2018. She reminded members that the collection of these checklists
is one of the short-term action items outlined in the Regional Active Transportation Plan for the development of an
inventory of the condition/experience of current active infrastructure within the region. Cecelie stated that the MPO
collected a total of 95 responses to the checklists, which is just 5 responses short of the original goal of 100. She
stated that the MPO is still working with EAST students from Annie Camp Junior High School to map the response
data using Geospatial Information System (GIS). Cecelie notified members that the inventory maps will be
presented to the committee for review once they are finalized. Bill Smith inquired if summary reports of the
individual responses to the checklist questions will be compiled for the inventory. Cecelie responded by stating that
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summary reports of the public responses received from all questions in both checklists have already been generated
by survey site (Survey Monkey), and will be made available with the inventory maps.
Cecelie announced to the committee that MPO was awarded the 2018 National Award for Outstanding Overall
Achievement for a Non-TMA MPO for the development of the Regional Active Transportation Plan. The award
was sponsored by the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO), which held its annual
conference in San Antonio, Texas on September 24-28, 2018.

Transit Development Plan
a.

Public Input Survey Results
Cecelie reminded the committee that the MPO and JET have partnered together with Alliance
Transportation Group (ATG) to conduct a Transit Development Study of the region. She informed the
committee that Alliance Transportation Group has completed collection of public input surveys regarding
current travel behavior and existing transit services/needs in the area. Cecelie explained that the surveys
were conducted both in-person and online, and generated 243 responses from local citizens. Cecelie
provided members with copies of a memorandum outlining the public input process for the transit surveys
as well as copies of the final findings from the transit survey to review. Additionally, Michael Black
provided members with copies of a draft summary of individual responses to the questions presented in the
public input survey.

b.

Next Steps
Michael Black informed committee members that ATG is currently working to develop improvement
scenarios/recommendations for JET services based on the public feedback received from the transit surveys
and current/future funding capabilities. Cecelie said that MPO staff will continue to provide members with
updates regarding the status of the transit study in the coming weeks. She notified the committee that ATG
is hoping to present the final draft of the Transit Development Plan to the Jonesboro City Council on
December 18, 2018, and that she will send reminders to members closer to the date. Beverly Parker
inquired about the most common issue that was identified by survey respondents in regards to current JET
services. Michael Black responded by stating that increased frequency of bus arrivals was a common
recommendation submitted by citizens. Beverly Parker asked if input from Arkansas State University
(A-State) students was included in the public responses to the transit surveys. Michael Black stated that
ATG did receive some online and verbal feedback from A-State students, particularly with regard to the
potential availability of JET routes near the movie theatre. He stated that this feedback will be incorporated
into the scenario recommendations that will be developed by JET.
Bill Smith suggested that JET enhance advertisement of its services in light of the new ban of vehicle
parking along Johnson Avenue and Red Wolf Boulevard by ARDOT during A-State football games. Bill
Smith and Lindsey Wingo stated that they have been sharing information regarding JET shuttle services
with their respective communities and organizations. Michael Black agreed, and confirmed that the
roundtrip fee for the JET shuttle service is only $2.50, and that pick up is in the public parking lot at the
corner of Cate Avenue and Church St. He added that shuttle drop off is just north of the main entrance to
the A-State stadium gate, and that return trips from the stadium begin at the start of the 3rd quarter of each
football game.

STIC/STEP Innovation Study
Cecelie reiterated to committee members that the MPO was awarded funding last year to conduct a study of the Safe
Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) innovation of previously selected midblock crossing locations within
the area (Johnson Avenue and N. Church Street). She reminded members that, in preparation for the upcoming
STEP study and temporary crossing at Johnson Avenue and State Street, the committee did provide feedback on
draft promotional materials (brochures and flyers) for a safety campaign to help boost public awareness and
education regarding the study/temporary crossing as well as pedestrian safety. Cecelie stated that she did present the
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draft promotional materials to members of the joint Technical Advisory and Policy Committee, and received
approval on the design and content. Cecelie informed the committee that the MPO is still working with the FHWA
and ARDOT to finalize the scope of work for the selected consultants for the study (Garver Engineering). Cecelie
explained that the design for the temporary crossing has been finalized, and that the city of Jonesboro has offered to
donate the labor for the installation of the temporary crossing. She stated that, once the scope of work has been
approved and finalized, the necessary materials for the temporary crossing can be ordered and promotional
marketing for the safety campaign can begin. Beverly Parker inquired about the location of the temporary crossing.
Cecelie responded by stating that the crossing will be placed at the intersection of Johnson Avenue and State Street
on the west side, and that the design includes pedestrian lights and signs in the area near the crossing. Beverly
Parker asked if the speed limit will be adjusted on Johnson Avenue in the light of the temporary crossing. Cecelie
informed the committee that there are no plans to adjust the speed limit on Johnson Avenue at this time. Bill Smith
inquired about the starting date of the study. Cecelie stated that, while there is no official date for the STEP study to
begin at this time, the MPO is hoping to have the study start before the end of the year. Bill Smith and Beverly
Parker recommended that the MPO host committee meetings and/or demonstrations at the temporary crossing
location. Danny Kapales and Bill Smith added that the MPO should reach out to various community
organizations/businesses for the promotion of the safety campaign, particularly St. Bernard’s Healthcare and NEA
Baptist Hospital.
New Business
Land Use/Design Criteria
a.

Active Transportation Plan

Cecelie presented members with a draft of the road safety check sheet, which would be used as an assessment tool of
the current infrastructure within the MPO region in order to identify possible areas of improvement. She asked the
committee to review the check sheet, and provide feedback on the content. Cecelie informed committee members
that Erica did express some concern as to the inclusivity of the content in check sheet with regard to cyclists and
wheelchair users. Members agreed that criteria for the evaluation of the actual road condition in an area should be
included in the check sheet, particularly with regard to the direction/position of grates (to cover storm water pits),
broken or cracked asphalt (especially along the edge of a road), and any obstructions/obstacles that may be blocking
the continuity of sidewalks (i.e. placement of signage or mailboxes). The committee also suggested that several
criteria items in the draft referencing landscaping (i.e. trash/litter, weeds/overgrown grass, etc.) be reworded and
combined. Members added that the check sheet should remain a one-page document.
Cecelie provided the committee with a draft of the active infrastructure checklist, which would be used as a priority
document in future land use/design planning. She asked members to review the checklist, and provide feedback on
the content. Danny Kapales stated that, in light of the given point system, the rating scale of the checklist needs to
be adjusted to reflect a total of 10 possible maximum points per assessment area. Beverly Parker suggested that
questions within the Education & Enforcement assessment area be reworded to reflect review and/or incorporation
of elements from current, official plans adopted by the governing bodies such as the Jonesboro Master Street and
Bicycle/Pedestrian Plans as well as the sidewalk ordinances. Cecelie reiterated that the checklists must be inclusive
and applicable to all jurisdictions within the MPO area. Beverly Parker pointed out that the active infrastructure
checklist should also focus on connectivity within the region. Cecelie stated that she will update both drafts of the
road safety check sheet and the active infrastructure checklist, and email them to members for additional comments.
Advocacy Materials/Resolutions
a.

Policies & Enforcement & Educational Opportunities

Cecelie reminded the committee that Heather Bunkley-Allen and Bill Smith recommended the development of a
draft resolution advocating for policies and educational opportunities for active transportation within the region that
could potentially be presented to the local jurisdictions for adoption if approved. Cecelie provided members with
copies of three examples of advocacy resolutions that could be used as a template, and asked the committee for their
feedback regarding preferred language/content. Bill Smith suggested that the Healthy City example resolution be
used as a template for the development of the advocacy resolution for the MPO region due to the broad language of
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the document. Cecelie stated that she will work to develop a draft of the advocacy resolution, and email to members
for review.

Project Updates
There were no further project updates at this time.
Public Comments
Bill Smith commented that he attended a public safety meeting, and expressed concern after being informed that the
speed limits were determined according to radar observation based on 85% of traffic flow on a specific road. He
asked for clarification of this practice. Cecelie responded by stating that, according to her understanding from prior
talks with Jonesboro Engineering Department, speed limits were set within specific ranges designated by road type
(major/minor arterials, collector street, etc.). She stated that she will work to verify the process for setting speed
limits, and notify members as soon as possible.
Adjournment
Danny Kapales made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Lindsey Wingo. The meeting
adjourned at 5:02 p.m.

